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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


JOHN LORD CARMICHAEL, 


Principal Secretary of State for the Kingdom of 
Scotland, one of Hts Majeſty's moſt Honourable 
Privy Council, and Chanc:lor of the College of 
Glaligow. - _ | 


MY LORD, . 


TIE honour I have in being related to your Lord- 
ſhip, and the happineſs I enjoy in being acquaint- 
ed with You, do not only encourage me to prefix 
your Lordſhip's Name to the following Diſcourſes, 
but allow me alſo to believe you will not take it 
amiſs that I do ſo. | | 
And ſince You have ſo lately laid me under new 
Ties to your Lordſhip, in deſigning my Promotion 
to ſo conſiderable an Office, as that of Principal of the 
College of Glaſgow; I find myſelf obliged to lay hold 
on this firſt Opportunity of declaring to the World 
the grateful ſenſe ] have of ſo great and undeſerved a 
Favour ; and the rather, becauſe my Circumſtances 
have not allowed me the ſatisfaction of complying 
with ſo kind and generous an Offer. 3 
But ſeeing it is to my own loſs and diſadvantage 
only, that I have declined ſo very honourable and be- 
neficial a Place, and that therefore I muſt be ſuppoſed. 
to have .aied thus, from Conſiderations of another 
nature: I know your Lordſhip will judge, from the 
3 | true 
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true regard You have to Conſcience yourſelf, that 
ſome ſtraitening circumſtances of this kind muſt have 

been (as indeed they were) the only Remora, that pre. 


_ . vented my being ſo happy as your Lordſhip deſigned 


I ſhould; and that therefore You will not be diſ- 
pleaſed with me for what was not my Fault, but my 
Misfortune. YL | 
J am not made for Flattery, and I know your 
Lordſhip is above it: And therefore I ſhall not ſay 
any thing here by way even of juſt Encomium ; be- 
cauſe as your Character is ſo publick that it needs it 
not, ſo your Modeſty is ſo great, that I know any 
attempt of this kind would be unwelcome and uneaſy 
to You. | | 
I ſhall therefore only tell your Lordſhip, that, as I 
queſtion not but You have the good Wiſhes of all ho- 
neſt Men that know You ; ſol reckon myſelf pecu- 
liarly obliged to beg of God, that You may long be 
preferved, jointly to ſerve God and your Prince, the 
Church and your Country, with the fame unſhaken 
Conſtancy, unbiaſſed Fidelity, and unſpotted Reputa- 
tion, that You have hitherto been honoured to do. 
Which, and that God may bleſs You and your 
Honourable Family, with all Spiritual and Temporal 
Mercies here, and with Eternal Felicity and Glory 
at laſt, is and ſhall be the earneſt and conſtant Prayer 


of, tk 
Mr Loxo, 
Your Lordfhip's moſt obliged, 
and moſt obedient Servant, 


ROBERT FLEMING. 


AN 
EPISTOLARY DISCOURSE 
| RISE AND FALL OF PAPACY. 


? o 


— — 


To all my true and god Friends every where ; but more 
particularly to the Worthy Gentlemen and Others that 
compoſe the Church 10 which I am now elated as 


Miniſter. 


MY DEAR FRIENDS, 


I compliance with the' frequent and repeated 
deſires of a great many of you, I ſuffer the 
following Diſcourſes to break looſe from their Fellows, 
to take their Fortune, as we uſe to ſay, in the 
wide world. And, ſeeing the Candor of ſo many 
of my Friends has made them think they might 
not be unuſeful; I muſt therefore expect that they 
will, from the ſame Principle, defend this Publica- 
tion of them, againſt the cenſures they may be ſup- 
ſed to fall under both from open Enemies and pre- 
tended Friends. For, though it be a common and 
as it were threadbare Argument, to plead im portunity 
in this caſe ; yet it is ſufficiently known to ſeveral] of 
you, that if it had not been for this, the World had 
not been troubled with any thing further of this kind 
from me. For as I am ſure no Affectation to be more 
known or taken notice of, has influenced me to pre- 


fent theſe Diſcourſes to publick view; ſo I do ſuppoſe 
it 
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it is not unknown to ſome of you, that retirement from 
this noiſy and vain World has ever been the ſum of 
my Ambition, excepting when publick Work and Ser- 
vice has obliged me to ſhake off the beloved Fetters 
of fo dear a Confinement. on 
I T ſhall not therefore ſay more as to the following 
Eſſays, than to tell you (what many of you know 
already) that as the Firſt of the Diſcourſes that follow 
this prefatory One, gave riſe to the publiſhing of the 
Second, ſo the Second gave occaſion to the printing of 
the Third. And therefore, ſeeing the late Opportunity 
of preaching, when we entered into our new Meeting- 
place here in London, Sept. 29, 1700, did induce fome 
of you todefire the Publication alſo of that Sermon I 
preached when I entered upon the Paſtoral and Mini- 
ſterial Work among you, une 19, 1698 ; the ſame 
Occaſion has given birth to the laſt additional Diſ- 
courſe, which ſome remember I made, when I was 
ſolemnly ſet apart to the Miniſterial Office, Feb. 9, 
1685, which I have the rather conſented to print now, 
becauſe it doth not only ſuit with the ſecond Diſcourſe, 
but becauſe I remember ſeveral falſe or at leaſt imper- 
fect Copies were taken of it, when I did at firſt deli- 
ver it. | | 
And ſeeing the laſt Diſcourſe (which yet was firſt, 
as totime) doth now appear in the view of the World, 


I found myſelf in ſome ſort, obliged to intereſt al/ my 


Friends in this prefatory Addreſs : Wherein I do par- 
ticularly include thoſe of the Engl; Church of Leyden, 
and Scots Church in Rollerdam, to whom I ſtood rela- 
ted ſucceſſively as Miniſter or Paſtor: whom I do the 
rather mention here, that I may let them know, how 


much they are ſtill upon my Thoughts, though we 
are ſeparated as to place. 


But ſeeing my Work is now more particularly 
appropriated to you, whom I am more immediately 
concerned with and related unto at preſent, I do there- 
fore, in a more ſpecial manner, addreſs myſelf to you 

b 18 : at 
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at this time. And I hope ye will bear with me, if from 
my ſincere reſpect for your Welfare, I detain you 

a while here before ye enter upon the peruſal either of 
my Apocalyptical Thoughts following, or the other Diſ- 
courſes, which I do preſent you with, at your own de- 
fire, For in caſe cither of Death, or being otherwiſe 

rendered incapable to ſerve you, I am willing to give 
a vent to my Thoughts and Affection at this time; 
that whatever comes of me, the following Diſcourſes, 
together with this, may ſtand as a laſting Witneſs of 
my real concern for your Souls welfare. 

In the fi Place therefore, I do declare, that 
though I am not willing to ſtate my Sufferings upon 
little matters or Modes of Worſhip and Expreſſion ; 
yet I can fincerely ſay, that ſhould the Divine Provi- 

'F dence call me to lay dowu my Life for the Truths 
themſebves which I have preached among you, I hope 
I ſhould be fo far from quarrelling with the Procedure 
of God this way, that I ſhould rejoicein ſucha Martyr- 
dom. And, I hope I have not contradicted in my Life 
what I have preached in the Pulpit, whatever my Infir- 
mities have been. So Ipreſumeit will not be looked upon 
as Pride or Vanity, if I ſay with the great Apoſtle 
(though as to the laſt clauſe I dare not pretend to 
have been any Pattern to you) Finally Brethren, what= Phil. 4. 3, 
ſoever things are true, whatſoever things are venerable, * 
whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are of goed” 
report ; if there be any Virlue, and if there be any Praiſe, 
think on theſe things. Thoſe things which ye have both 
learned and . and heard and ſeen in me, do: and 
the God of Peace ſhall be with you. 

For in the next Place, I thank God, that he that 
knows the Secrets of all Hearts, doth reſtify together 
with my Conſcience, thata fincere concern to be uſe- 
ful to our common Chriſtianity, was the thing that did 

at firſt influence me to enter upon this great Work of 
the en and hath ever ſince engaged ine, though 
under 


8 A DISCOURSE CONCERNING THE 


under more diſcouragements than moſt Men, to con- 
tinue and labour in it. So that it is matter of ſweet 
Reflection to me, that I never gave any occaſion to 
brand our Holy Profeſſion with the odious Name of 
Prieſtcraft ; whatever any others may have done. For, 
as I have had no other Ambition, than to engage and 
draw Men over to the Great and Catholick Intereſts 
of Chriſtianity itſelf, in order to their becoming the 
Followers and Servants of our Glorious God and 
Bleſſed Saviour; ſo I am ſure 1 can confidently ſay, 
without any Vanity or Affectation (for which I dare ap- 
peal not only to you, but all others that have known 
me ever ſince I began to preach) that there is not 
one in the world that ever had juſt occaſion ſo much 
as to think, that I did at any time attempt to brin 
any Perſon over to my way, as a Party. And, as rn, 
have been far from ſeeking either Honour, Intereſt, or 
Popularity; fo there are not a few that can bear me 
witneſs, that I have incurred the cenſures of ſome 
Men of very different Denominations, becauſe I could 
never be induced to think that Religion did properly 
ſtand in the Rituals of any of the contending Par- 
nes. Ne | 
The Differences therefore, but eſpecially the Ani- 
moſities, that are among Proteſtant Chriſtians, have 
ever been grievous and afflictive to me. And to heal 
theſe I could chearfully be offered up a Sacrifice, if I 
can be ſuppoſed to be conſcious of the Sentiments 
and Movements of my own Soul. For though we of 
this Congregation differ from all others that diſſent 
from the Epiſcopal Communion, in this, that we are, 
in a peculiar ſenſe, upon a National Foundation, v/z. 
inas far as we not only own the ſame Church-Govern- 
ment, but keep up the ſame way that the church of 
Scotland uſeth, in her publick Adminiſtrations; to 
which moſt of us belong as Natives, and all of us as 
Proſelytes: yet I muſt publickly own, that abſtracting 
from this, 1 am a Diſſenter from that Party that in- 
2 Ras | groſs 
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groſs and monopolize the Name of che Church of 
£npland, For though I have ever looked upon other 
Controverſies as more edifying and momentous, than 
thoſe unhappy ones, that have kept that great Body 
and ours divided; yet I have ſo far 60 them, 
as hitherto to find no reaſon to quit that way I was 
educated in; notwithſtanding the ſpecious reaſons 
made uſe of to prejudice People againſt us as 
er er rather than to convince us that we are 


Therefore in the third Place, I cannot dis own 
(without any deſign to reflect upon them that differ 
from me in ſuch matters) that I look upon that way 
as neareſt to the Chriſtian Inſtitution, that has the 
feweſt and molt natural and unaffected, and con- 
ſequently moſt ſpiritual Rites and Ceremonies, in the 
performance of Goſpel-Ordinances. For as a Learned 
Conformiſt ſays, in a Book which he did afterwards 

indeed ſeem to differ from, but never attempted to 
retract or refute, and perhaps was never able to do: 
Certainly the primitive Church, that did not charge 
ce men with ſuch a load of articles, as now in thefe 
latter ages men are charged with, would much leſs 
* have burdened Men with impoſing doubtful prac- 
* tices upon them as the ground of church communion. 
There is nothing then that the primitive church de- 
* {erv& more imitation in by us, than that admirable 
*© temper, moderation and condeſeention which was 
«uſed in it towards all the members of it. It was 
«never thought worth the while to make any ſtanding 
e laws for rites and cuſtoms, that had no other original 
© but tradition, much leſs to ſuſpend men from her 
* communion for not obſerving them.” And if this 
was the Practice of the primitive church, it was emi- 


nently ſo in the a 75 rs age; to whom, as acted 4s 15. 


by the Holy Ghoſt, it ſeemed good to require no- ** 


thing by way of unpoſition, ll, a very few neceſſary 
things, 


-* Killings. Iren, 8 122, and 68, 
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things, viz. that Chriſtians ſhould abſtain from Idols, 


Blood, things ſtrangled, and Fornication. © But alas! 


ſince that time it hath ſeemed good to men (but I am 


ſure not to the Holy Spirit) to impoſe a great many 
unneceſſary things onthe conſciences of others; with- 
out any ſuch allowance as was given them, that every 
man ſhould be fully perſuaded in his own mind, in 
what he did. For what regard have ſome men to this 


apoſtolical Rule, when their impoſitions are laid as 


* Rumbling-blocks! in their brethren's way; without any 
regard to the wounding of their weak Conſciences, 
upon the ſuppoſition they are ſo? Is this, to imitate 
the Apoſtle's tenderneſs, who reſolved rather never to 
eat Fleſh, than to offend any weak brother? Or do men 
this way ſeek the things of Jeſus Chriſt, or their own 

rivate ends and emoluments moſt ? 
Therefore let men diſpute about forms and cere- 
monies, and their decency or neceſſity, as long as 
they pleaſe ; I muſt ſay, with * a reverend conforming 


miniſter : * That all the art and power of the world 


cannot make trifles in the worſhip of God, ſeem 


„ matters of 1 importance to them that reliſh Heaven. 


„What trumpery are habits, various geſtures and 
* poſtures to a man that is ſwallowed up in the con- 


_ *templation of the infinite Majeſty of the glorious 


God? or that is loſt in the raviſhing/admiration of 
« his goodneſs and love? or that is ſunk into the 
t loweſt abaſements and ſclf-abhorrence. for his ſins? 
Such a ſoul may be loaded with human inventions, 
tt but he can never look upon them as ornaments or 
*« helps to devotion.” 

Whatever then be the various ideas and . 
of what we call edification: yet ſtill, as none can diſ- 


pute us out of what we receive moſt advantage from, 


as to our bodies, ſo neither as to our ſouls. For if no 
man can be able to perſuade me, that his conſtitution 


of body is ſuch a ſtandard to Mankind, that I and all 


- others 


* See P. M. in his Vanity, - Miſchief, Fon Danger of Cerematies propoſed to 


; the Ns and printed Anno 1690. 
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others are obliged to reckon that food moſt healthful 
for us, which the impoſer tells us is ſo to him, though 
at the ſame time we experience it to be noxious, or 
difagreeable to us: I know no more reaſon, why any 
man ſhould pretend a power of impoſing modes and 
forms on my conſcience, which I am diſſatisfied with, 
from no otherreaſon but this, that they appear tobethe 

moſt excellent or decent to him. So that, as liberty 
is equally neceſſary in the one caſe as in the other, un- 
leſs we value the health of our bodies above the peace 
of our conſciences and ſecurity of our ſouls: ſo the 
contrary practice, when force is uſed, can admit of no 
ſofter term than that of anti- chriſtian tyranny. I can- 
not therefore but highly approve of what I find in a * 
book I have already mentioned: © What poſſible rea- 
* ſon can be given, ſays the author, why ſuch things 
*« ſhould not be ſufficient for communion witha church, 
« which are ſufficient for ſalvation? And certainly 
« theſe things are ſufficient for that, which are laid 
© down as the neceſſary duties of chriſtianity by our 
Lord and Saviour in his Word. 

I mention theſe things, God is my witneſs, for no 
private deſign, to uphold a party, or to ſerve the ends 
of it, as ſuch; but to let thoſe that are prejudiced 
againſt us know, that we are acted by religion as a 
principle, and not as a notion only: and that this is 
the reaſon of our difſent from thoſe that ſhare the 
emoluments of the Church among them. Other- 
wiſe it were not probable, that we ſhould unite, in 
acting contrary to our own intereſt, merely from fac- 
tion or humour, if we may preſume to know our own 
ſentiments; and I hope mot, if not all of us, durſt 
not diſſemble before the great God all our days, in a 
matter of ſo great importance as this is. So that the 
diſſenting of ſo many perſons from the eſtabliſhed 
church, to their own hurt and diſadvantage i in the 
world, may be looked upon as no contemptible ar- 
gument, by unbiaſſed perſons, that there are ſome 

| D B 2 By men 
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men that are acted by rehgion asa principle, and that 
take up the miniſtry otherwiſe than as a trade; 
But I had this further deſign in touching upon 
our unhappy ditterences; that conſidering that they 
do only concern the externals and circumſtantials 
of Religion, both ye and all others that peruſe theſe 
Lines and the following Diſcourſes, may be taken 
off from that Fury and Bigotry, by which ſo many 
ſeem to be poſſeſſed at this day, and may learn to 
mind the great Eſſentials of Chriſtianity more, act- 
ing conſcientiouſly yourſelves in all things, and 
judging charitably of thoſe that differ from you, 
whether they do ſo of you or not. For what I have 
ſaid on this Head, is not in the leaſt deſigned to re- 
flect upon thoſe that differ from us, among whom 
L acknowledge there are many diſtinguiſhable, not 
only for Parts and Learning, but ſor Piety and 
Moderation alſo, upon which accounts I cannot but 
honour and love them, though they ſhould both 
deſpiſe and hate me. Nay I queſtion not, but even 
many of the Bigots for. Cathedral Worſhip and it's 
annexed Hierarchy (who are for running up theſe 
to as near a conformity to Rome as they can, and yet 
ſtamp all with a confident pretending to a Fus Di- 
_ vinum) may act from Conſcience, even in their un- 
charitablencſs to them that conſcientiouſly differ 
from them, yea in their Hatred of them, and Rage 
againſt them where they have Power. But then it 
muſt be remembered, that as their Zeal is not ac- 
cording to knowledge: ſo they are of the ſame 
Tribe with thoſe, of whom our Saviour ſpeaks, 
when he tells us, that they would perſecute, yea kill | 
bis Servants, when they had opportunity, believing 
at the ſame time, bat they did God moſt acceptable 
Service. But he immediatehy adds, And iſieſe things 
will they do becanſe they bade | not known the Father, 
nor me. However my detign is not to reflect even 
on them, but rather to pity them and wiſh them 
more knowledge and a better mind. e 


For 
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For as a contentious and eſpecially a perſecu- - 
ting temper, was never from God, nor according 
to the Rule of the Meek and Holy Jeſus; whoſe jam. ;. 17. 
Religion is firf pure, and then peaceable, gentle, and * 
eafy' 10 be entreated: fo ſuch a Diſpoſition was never 
more unſeaſonable than at this time. For they muſt 
be unaccoantably unobſervant of, and unconcerned 
with the preſent State and Poſture of Affairs in 
Europe, who fee not in what Danger the Proteſtant 
Intereſt is at preſent ; confidering what it has loſt 
already, and is in hazard of loſing further; together 
with the ſad decay of true Chriſtian Piety, as well 
as Unity, among all ſorts of Perſons. I could there- 
fore wiſh we might learn a little Prudence, even 
from our Popiſh Adverſaries, that we might unite 
in Love, and in deſign to promote a general Intereſt, 
though we attain not to an exact Uniformity in all 
things. For why thould not we join as one Soul 
againft that Bloody and Idolatrous Party, when we 
ſee them do ſo againſt us? though their various 
Sects and Orders, ſuch as Franciſcans and Domini- 
cans, Jeſuils and Fanſenifts, differ as much from one 
another both in their Opinions and in their Form 
and Habits, (as they are regimented under their 
ſeveral Heads or Generals, and as they live accord- 
ing to vaſtly different Laws and Rules) as we can 
poſſibly be ſuppoſed to do. But alas | what Moral 
Prognoftications have we now, but ſuch as ſeem to 
tend Ruin and Miſery to us? when we ſee the 
ifferences of Parties grow up into a ſtated hatred, 
with a fixed deſign to ruin one another, and conſe- 
quently murder the Reformed Cauſe, which we are 
obliged not only upon religious Accounts to appear | 
3 for, but even upon Civil Confiderations, ſeeing | 
| Popery is inconſiſtent with Freedom and Liberty | 
than which nothing, in this World, ought to be fo 
dear to us. Can we have forgot what Babarities 
that inhuman Party have committed in the World? 


| 
| For | | 
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For if we may believe Hiſtorians, -* fays a Learned 
Man; Pope Julius in Seven Years was the occaſion 
* of the Slaughter of 200000 Chriſtians. The M/ 
* facre in France cut off 100000, in Three Months, 
« P. Perionius avers that in the Perſecution of the 
«: Albigenſes and Waldenſes, 1000000 loſt their lives. 
« From the beginning of the Ze/urts till 15 80, that 
« is, thirty or forty Years; 900000 periſhed, ſaith 
© HBalduinus. The Duke of Alva by the Hangman 
« put 36000 to Death. Vergerius affirms that the 
t Ingui/ition in 30 Years deſtroyed 1 50000. To all 
« this J may add the Iriþ Rebellion, in which 
* 300000 were deſtroyed, as the Lord Orery reports 
* in a Paper printed in the Reign of Charles II.“ 
And how many have been deſtroyed in the late Per- 
ſecutions in France and Piedmont, in the Palatinate 
and Hungary, none I believe can fully reckon up, 
beſides thoſe that are or have been in the Gallies, 
and that have fled. This is that Jaolatrous Harlot, 
ſo glutted with the Blood of the Saints, that a late 
Author, in his Treatiſe of Convocations, ſets up as 
a Pattern to the Church of England, and that ano- 

ther Author in his Book, intituled /he Cafe of the Re- 
_ gale and Pontificate'(to the ſcandal of the Church of 
England for whom they pretend ſuch a Zeal) would 
ſo tain have us united unto, and repreſents therefore 
in ſuch favourable Colours. But I hope all true 


Proteſtants will eaſily ſee the Snake in the Graſs. © 


And ſurely. when we are in hazard of being betrayed 
within ourſelves, we have ſufhcient reaſon to awake 
out of our Lethargick Sleep, that we may do-what 
poſſibly we can to ſave the Nations we belong to 
trom approaching Deſolations : or if that cannot be, 
that we may at leaſt fave our own Souls in the Day 
of the Lord. For ſeeing we are like to feel the 
Effects of the New Conjunction of France and Spain, 

* Dr. More in his Divine Dialognes, pag. 161. See alſo his Myſtery of Ini. 


guity, Lib. 2. Chap. 15, 16, &c. 
I The ſame Vergerius that attended on FRN Neis Srira, See his Lite, 
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the Election of a young politic Pope, and the Apoſ- 
tacy of ſome Proteſtant Princes to the Romiſb In- 
tereſt, (which together with the Impieties and Scep- 
ticiſm of a great many within ourſelves, are I am 
ſure no good Prognoſticks) have we not. juſt reaſon 
to prepare for remarkable Revolutions? While there- 
fore I think of theſe things, I cannot forbear to give 
a vent to my thoughts on the great and dark head of 
futurity in preſenting you with ſome conjectures: 
in relation to our times, founded upon ire 
prophecy, as far as I, underſtand it. 

Therefore ſeeing this is the chief deſign of this 
diſcourſe, which I have inſcribed to you, "rho ye 
will bear with me in giving you ſome brief account 
of the times we are fallen in, and what we may ex- 
pect if we live much longer. Which I am the ra- 
ther induced to do, becauſe we are juſt now entering 
upon a New, Age, from which we look back upon 
ſeventeen centuries, Which have clapſed ſince our 
bleſſed Redeemer came intothe worlil, and may there- 
fore be allowed to conjecture, with ſome juſt ground 
perhaps of probability (for Ido induſtriouſly avoid 
the fatal rock of poſicivenels, which ſo many Apo- 
calyptical Men have ſuffered themſelves to ſplit 
upon) What part of the revelation remains yer to 
be accompliſhed. 14 

But ſince I am to confine. my ſelf to a little 
compals here, as remembering I am writing no book 
properly, but an' epiſtolary diſcourſe, pretatory to 
thole that follow, with which therefore it mult keep 
{ſome proportion: I ſhall content myſelf. in giving 
you a tew hints, towards the reſolution and improve- 
ment of that grand AP0CALYPTICAL QuESTION; 
When the reign of Antichriſtianiſm or the nen 
began? 14 4 | 


There are TWO — there fore, which lie 
1 


before me to be conſidered at this time. 
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I. I muſt fulfil my promiſe in giving you a 
new reſolution of the grand Apocalyptica Queſtion 
concerning the riſe of os Great Antichriſt, or Rome 
Papal. For when we have done this, and fixed this 
Era or epocha, we may by an eaſy conſequence, ſee 
the time of 2 final fall and deftrudtion of this 

dreadful Enem | 
II. I a in the next place, anprove the re- 
ſolution of this queſtion, both theoretically as a KEY 
to unriddle the dark apocalyptical times and pe- 
riods; and practically, in order both to the regula- 
tion of your thoughts and the government of your 
lives, in ſome very weighty conſiderations v 

from thence. | 

I! be firſt thing therefore which have to do, is 
to attempt che reſolution of the principal apocalyp- 
tical queſtion concerning the Riſe of Antichriſtianiſiu. 
Nou in order to anſwer this diſtinctly (which 
hath exerciſed and wearied out all apocalyptical 
uriters hitherto) there are ſome things 1 would pre- 
miſe as ſo many poſtulata, which generally all are 
agreed in, and which Mr. Mede, Dr. More, Mr. 
Durbam and Dr. Creſſener, have irrefragably proved. 
„ge Rer. 1. That the Revelation contains * the ſeries of 
4. 1, &c. All the remarkable events and changes of the ſtate 
70. 85 c. 7. of the Chriſtian church to the end of che world. 
2. That T Myſtical Babylon or the great Whore, de- 
+ See Rev, ſcribed there, "York ſignify Rome in an Antichriſtian 
is. '5 Church State. 3. That therefore this cannot be Rome 
: Ste Rev, Pagan properly, but Rome Papal. 4. That the 
enk, Seven Heads of the Beaſt or the Seven Kings, are the 
ſeven Forms of Government, which obtained ſuc- 
nia. Ceffively among the Romans: And ſeeing the 
| Sixth of theſe was that which was only in being in 
John's time (the former Five having fallen before) that 
therefore conſequently, the Seventh head, which 
under another conſideration is called the Eighth, 


(the intervenieat kingdom of the Oftre-Gotbs. _ 
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the Seventh in Number, though not properly Roman, 
and therefore, in that ſenſe, none of the Heads of 
the Roman government) is the 44 ſpecies of Govern- 
ment, and that which is called moſt peculiarly and 
by a ſpeciality the Beasr, or ANTICHRIST. 

Theſe poſtulata being ſuppoſed as certain, 
| (which I would reckon no difficult thing to prove, 

were it needful) I muſt in the next place premiſe 
two preliminary conſiderations, before I come di- 
rectly to anſwer the queſtion itſelf. 

The firſt is this; That the 7bree grand apoca- 
Iyptical number of 1260 days, 42 months, and time, 
times and an half, are not only /ynchronical,, but muſt 
be interpreted prophetically, ſo as N muſt be un- 
derſtood by days. 

That theſe three numbers are ſynchronical, 
will appear plain to any impartial conſiderer, that 
will be at pains to compare them, as we have them 
ſet down in this book of the Revelations, viz. the 
1260 days, chap. 11. 3. and chap. 12. 6. the 42 
months, chap. 11, 2. and chap. 13. f. and the /ime, 
times and an baif, chap. 12. 14. For it is clear, 
that the Genliles treading down the holy cily 42 months, 
chap. 11. 2. is the cauſe of the witneſſes propheſying | 
for 1260 days in ſackcloth, v. 3. and is not the tooman 
or churches being in the wilderneſs tor the ſame term of 
days, chap. 12. 6. any other than a new repreſentation 
of the witneſles prophelying in ſackcloth ? Sceing this 
muſt be while the Beaſt is worſhipped and ſerved by 
the whole Roman world, during men's lunacy of 42 
months continuance, chap. 13-5. And therefore 
ſeeing the woman is ſaid to be in the wilderneſs tate 
of deſolation and perſecution, for a time, and times, 
and half a time, in order thus to be preſerved from 
the beaſt and ſerpent, as we fee chap. 12. 14. It 
is likewiſe plain, that this number of three years and 
an half, muſt be the very ſame with the two former 
numbers. Only it is to be obſerved by the way, 

C 4 
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that this period of time, when it is mentioned in 
relation to the church, is ſpoken of with reſpe& to 
the ſun, either as to his diurnal or annual rotation : 
Whereas when it is deſcribed in relation to the 
beaſt's unſtable kingdom of night and darkneſs, it 
is made mention of with reſpect to the unconſtanr 
luminary, which changes its face continually, while 
it makes our months. And hence it is that the 
church is repreſented, chap. 12. 1. under the em- 
blem of a woman cloatbed with the ſun, and the moon 
under her feet. | ws . 

Now as theſe numbers are ſynchronical, and 
the ſame; ſo it is eaſy to prove that they muſt be 
underſtood prophetically for years. I ſhall not in- 
ſiſt here, upon the conjecture of“ a learned man; 
that there was no diurnal rotation of the earth be- 
fore the fall, and conſequently no days of 24 hours, 
but only an annual rotation of this our planetary 
world; which he gives us as the original reaſon of 
the ſcripture's putting days for years frequently. 
For whatever be in this, it is plain that the ſcripture 
ſpeaks thus in ſeveral places; by putting a leſſer 
number figuratively for a greater, as well as a de- 
finite one for an indefinite. Witneſs the appoint- 
ment of the week of years, Exod. 33. 10, 11. which 
is ſpoken of as if it were a week of days, verſe 12, the 
Seventh Year of which is therefore called Sabbatical, 
with reſpect to the Seventh-Day Sabbath. In the 
ſame way of ſpeaking Ezekiel was commanded to 
lye 390 days on his left fide, and 40 on his right, 
each day for a year, as God himſelf ſays, chap. 4. 5, 6, 
So likewiſe God puniſhed the murmuring Iſraelites 
with 40 years abode in the wilderneſs, with relation 
to the 40 days that were ſpent in ſearching of the 
land of Canaan, Numb. 14. 32. The ſeven years of 
Nebuchadnezzar's Lycantbropy, is thus called, in- 


definitely Days or Times, Dan. 4. 32, 34: Nay our 


\ * Whiftoa's Theory of the Earth, Pag. 8, 797 81. | See Hypoth, 3» 


rl err 
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Saviour himſelf ſpeaks in this dialect when he calls 


the years of his miniſtry days, ſaying, I de cures to- 


day aud to-morrow, and the third day ball be perfetted, 
Luke 13. 32. But the moſt remarkable place to our 
purpoſe, is the famous prophecy of Daniels 70 weeks 
or 490 days chap. 9. 24. reaching down from the 
edictof Artaxerxes Longimanus, in his 20th year, Neh. 
2. 1—10, to our Saviour's ſuffering at Jeruſalem ; 
which was exactly 490 prophetical years, not Julian 
ones: the not diſtinguiſhing of which has hitherto. 
confounded all Interpreters, as I might ſhew at large, 


were this a proper place for it. But what the diffe- 


rence between theſe is we ſhall quickly ſee. 

In the mean time, I am now to prove that the 
1260 days are to be underſtood, in a propbel ical ſenſe, 
for years : for if I can prove this, it will neceſſarily fol- 
low, that the other numbers muſt be ſo interpreted 
alſo; ſince they are the ſame with this. Now that the 
1260 days cannot be taken literally, but prophetically, 
will appear from hence; that it is impoſſible to con- 
ceive, how ſo many, great and wonderful actions, 
which are propheſied to fall out in that ſhort time, 
could happen during the ſpace of three ſolar years 
and an half; ſuch as, e. g. the obtaining power over all 
kindreds, tongues, and nations ; the world's won- 
dering 'at and ſubmitting unto the Beaſt's reign; and 
the ſetting up an image to the Imperial head, and 
cauſing it to be worſhipped, inſtead of the living 
Emperor's, Sc. And beſides theſe things, ſeeing the 
1260 days are the whole time of the Papal authorily, 
which is not to be totally deſtroyed until the great 
and remarkable appearance of Chriſt, upon the pouring 
out of the 75th ial; and that therefore. Chriſt wil 
have the honour of deftroying him finally himſelf 
(though this iniquity began to work even in the apol- 
tolical times: ) therefore we may certainly conclude, 


that it muſt take-up ſome centuries of years to carry 


. . on 
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on this ab5mination that maketh deſolate. For thought 
the Lord will gradually conſume or waſte this great 
adverſary by the ſpirit of his mouth, yet he will not 
ſooner aboliſh him than by the appearing of bis own 
preſence, 2 Theſſ. 2. 8. as* I chuſe both to render and 
underſtand the words. 


The 2d preliminary conſideration is; that in order to 
underſtand the prophetical years aright, we muſt re- 
duce them to Julian years, or ſuch as are in uſe with 
us 70w in Europe. | F 


This is no idle or chimerical inquiry ; ſeeing the 
ignorance of this has miſled all our great Apocalypti- 
cal men hitherto in their calculations; and yet unleſs 
we are able to adjuſt rhe difference berween propheti- 
cal and Zulian years, we muſt ſtill reckon at a venture, 
withour any certainty of the truth and exactneſs of our 
arithmetick. Therefore that we may underſtand this 
difference, we are to remember, that the antients were 
far more rude and indiſtinct in their calculation of 

time 


The learned Dr, H#/hithy, in his late paraphraſe and commentary upon the 
Epiſtles, does indeed advance a new notion, on this verſe and chapter, viz. that the 
25 Sanhedrim, government and nation, is primarily and chiefly underſtood 

ere by the apoſtle, as the man of fin and Antichriſt, both upon the account of 
their oppoling themſelves to Chrift and perſecuting of his followers, and upon the 
account alſo of their rebelling againſt the Romans. And he has faid ſo much for 
the proof of this, that it may be thought to contain a refutation of my interpreta. 
tion of the place. But even upon the ſappoſition that aft that the Dr. ſays for his 
opinion ſhould be true; yet it will be found no way to invalidate what J advance 
here, For all that are acquainted with the Jewiſh and apoſtolical writings know, 
that beſides a firſt ſenfe to be obſerved in Propheſies, there is a ſecond and remo- 
ter one more tacitly inſinuated frequently, as the principal deſign of the ſpirit of 
God, I might ſhew this in innumerable inſtances, eſpecially in the antient pro- 
pheſies that relate to David, or fome other perſon, in the fuſt ſenſe or typical one, 
but in the Meſſiah ultimately and completely. But I ſhall not inſiſt upon any thing 
-of this kind now, ſeeing ſo many have done it already: and there is no need to do 
it here, ſeeing Dr. Whitby himſelf doth grant all I defire, when he ſays in his pre- 
face to this Epiſtle, page 383. But that I may not wholly differ from my 
«© brethren in this matter, I grant theſe words may in a ſecondary ſenſe (in which 
expreſſion I only differ from the Dr. ſeeing I look upon it to be the principal ſenſe, 
becauſe it is the ſecond) © he attributed to the Papal Antichriſt, or Man of Sin, 
„and may be ſignally fulfilled in him, in the deſtruction of him by the Spirit of 
<« Chriſt's mouth, he being the ſucceſſor to the Apoſtate Jewiſh church, to whom 
' « theſe characters agree, as well as to her; and therefore in the Annotations 1 
n have flillgiven a place to this interpretation alſo. 
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time than we have been ſince. And indeed ſuch is 
their confuſion this way, that we are obliged to God's 
providence in giving us the exact compals of a pro- 
phetical year, everi in this book, by fixing the 
ſynchrontſm of the three numbers above-mentioned.. For 
by theſe it is determined, that 3o days make a month, 
and 12 of ſuch months a year. So that 1260 days be- 
ing divided into three years and an half (or time and 
times and an half in the Apocalyptical diale&) 360 
days muſt make up a year, without the additional five 
days and odd hours and minutes, that are added, in 
the calculation of the Julian year. For the Julian (and 
Gregorian) months conſiſting ſome of 30, and ſome 
of zi days (excepting February only) and the years 
conſequently of 365 days: there muſt needs be fome 
conſiderable difference in the revolution of many cen- 
turies. Which difference appears ſtill greater, if we 
conſult the late curious Aſtronomical Calculations of 
Petavius, Tycho, Kepler, and others. But ſince their 
exactneſs hath only added 5; hours to every year (to- 
gether with ſome minutes, firſts, ſeconds, Sc. com- 
munibus annis, which they themſelves are not fully 
agreed in) J ſhall not be ſo nice upon this point, as to 
follow them exactly in all their criticiſms this way. 
However ſince five hours additional to a year ariſe to 
an intire day, in the revolution of 163 years, it ought 
not to be altogether neglected. But paſling even theſe, 
and confidering only the five days that are added to 
the 360, in our ordinary, years, we will find that the 
1260 days in the Revelation being reduced to years, 
are 18 years ſhort of Julian years, in the prophetical 
reckoning, by reaſon of the additional days turned 
into years in the ordinary accounts now, above the 
Apocalyptical reckoning. 


5 diſcourſing of logreat aſubject in ſo narrow acompaſs. 
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To demonſtrate which, I preſent mo with the 


following fcheme. 
The e year. | The Julian year. 
One 360 365 
360 365 

Two 720 730 
Three hd 5055 FddlQ 3-4 1095 k 
ERR OT ry 
Threeyears} | 25 | 995 5 

. a half 1260] 1275 


Now if, according to this computation, we oft; 


tract 1260 Apocalyptical years from 1278 julian, or 
Gregorian ones, (I call them ſo ore rolundo, overlook- 


_ Ing the ſmaller meaſures of time) chere remain 18 years 


to be cut off. 

To apply this therefore to our deſign. If we may 
fuppoſe that Anlbichriſt began his reign in the year 606, 
the additional 1260 years of his durati a, were they 
Julian or ordinary years, would lead us down to the 
year 1866, as the laſt period of the /even-kraded monſier. 
Bur ſeeing they are prophetical years only, we muſt. 
caſt away 18 years in order to bring them to the exact 
meaſure of time that the Spirit of God deſigns in this 
book. And thus the final period of Papal uſurpations 


(ſuppofing that he did indeed rife in the year 666) 


muſt conclude with the year 1848. 
And now that I have hinted at the time of An- 


eichriſt's 74/e, as the concluſion of the preliminary 
_ conſiderations, I muſt proceed to prove this to be in 
one ſenſe the true æra of the Papal beaff's reign. And 


here it is that I find myſelf extremely ftraitened, in 


All 


 * iu ac -. 6 
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All therefore that I can ſay here will amount to a few 
ſhort hints only, though perhaps no inconſiderable 
ones. | 

Seeing therefore, as I ſaid before in the 4th Poſ- 
tulatum, it is plain from Rev. 17. 10. That the Imperial 
government was the regent head of the Roman Beaſt at 
the time of the viſion, we have only rhe two follow- 
ing heads to conſider, as to their riſe and duration. 
Let theſe things therefore be minded here. 

1. That the Seventh bead, or king of Rome, (as I 
hinted before) whoſe character is, that he. was im- 
mediately to ſucceed to the Imperial government, and 
to continue but a ho ſpace, Rev. 17. 10. That, I fay, 
this government could be no other than that of the 
kingdom of the Offro-Gaths in Italy. | 

For it 1s plain, that the Imperial dignity was ex- 
tinguiſhed in Italy and in the Weſtern parts of the 
Empire, by Odoacer, the king of the Heruli, who forced 
Auguſtulus, the laſtſprig of an Emperor, to abdicate his 
throne and power, in the year 475, or 476, as others 


ſay. And though this Odoacer was ſoon deſtroyed by 


Theodorick, the king of the Oftro-Gaths, yet the ſame 
form of gegal government was continued by Theodorick 
and his * And though this kingdom con- 
tinued for near 80 years, reckoning from Odoacer to 
Teias, yet the angel might juſtly call this a fort lime, 
for ſo it was, if compared either with the preceding 
Imperial or ſucceeding Papal Government. Which 
ſuggeſts a very ſtrong argument againſt ſome, who 
would make this ſeventh king to denote the Otiental 
Empire, which as it began long before this time, ſo 
laſted many centuries atterwards, and was not totally 
extinct till Mabomet the Greai's time, in the year 1453. 
And ſurely this kingdom was ſufficient to conſtitute 
a new head of the Roman people, ſeeing Rome and 
Italy were ſubjected intirely to thoſe Gol ſiſb kings, and 
that they not only acted with the ſame authority that 
the Emperors had uſed before (excepting that they, 
abſtained 
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abſtained from that title, by a ſpecial providence, 
that they might not be confounded with that govern- 
ment) but were owned by the ſenate and people of 
Rome as their ſuperiors, yea by the Emperors of the 
Eaſt alſo; as might eaſily be proved from“ Hiſtorians, 
particularly Caſſiodorus, who was chief Miniſterof State 
to two of thoſe kings. | 
WMhenge it doth plainly appear, that this king- 
dom of Oftro-Goths, was the /eventh head, that was 
to continue a ſhort time. And that therefore it fol- 
lows, 1, That the change wrought by Conflantine the 
Great, both as to the ſeat and religion of the empire, 
could not be looked upon as a new head; ſeeing the 
old government in all other reſpects was continued. 
And 2. Neither can any perſon juſtly ſuppoſe that the 
form of the government was altered, when the empire 
was divided into the Eaſt and Weſt; ſeeing in all other 
reſpects alſo the Imperial authority and rule was pre- 
ſerved. Therefore, 3, It follows alſo that the Papal 
Government was not regnant until the deſtruction of 
this Co hiſb kingdom in Italy: for there could not be 
two ſupreme heads of the church of Rome at the ſame 
time. 5 2 | 
_  » Therefore, 2, we may conclude that the It head 
of the Beaſt, which is the Papal, did arife either im- 
mediately upon the extirpation of the Gothiſh king- 
dom, or ſome time after. But it could not riſe to. its 
power immediatly after, ſecing Juſtinian did by the 
conqueſt of Italy revive the Imperial government 
again there, which by that means was healed after the 
deadly wound which the Heruli and the Goths had 
given it. Though I confeſs Juſtinian's conqueſts of 
Italy laid a foundation for the Pope's riſe, and paved 
the way for his advancement :. both by the penal and 


| See Baron. ad Ann. 472, 475, Kc. Petav. Ration. Temp. Lib. . 
5. Bellarm. de Tranſlat. Imp. Rom. Lib. 1. Cap. 9, &c. 
i la Lib, Variarum, Lib. 1. Ep. 23, 31, Kc, Lib. 4. Ep. 45, &c. Lib. 
Ep, 16, 18, Lib, 3. Ep. 2,3, 4 &c, 4 li ; = nj * 
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Janguinary laws which he made againſt all thoſe that 


. Uifſented from the Romiſh church, and by the con- 


fuſions that followed upon Narſes his bringing in the 
Lombards. For during the ſtruggles of them and the 
Exarchat, the Pope played his game fo, that the Em- 
peror Phocas found it his intereſt to engage him to his 
party, by giving him the title of Supreme and Univer/al 
Biſhop. © | 

\ Therefore we may juſtly reckon that the Papal 
Head took its firſt rife from that remarkable year 606, 
when Phocas did in a manner devolve the Government 
of the Weſt upon him, by giving him the title of 
Univer/al Biſhop. From which period, if we date the 
1260 years, they lead us down (as I faid already) to 
the year 1866, which is 1848, according to propheti- 
cal calculation. Or, if a bare title of this ſort be not 
thought ſufficient to conſtitute the Pope head of the 
Beaft, we may reckon this two years later, viz. from 
the year 608, when Boniface the 4th did firſt publick- 
ly authorize idolatry, by dedicating the Pantheon to 
the worſhip of the Virgin Mary and all the ſaints. 

Now it is very remarkable, that in the year 666 
Pope Vitalian did firſt ordain, that all publick worſhip 
ſhould bein Latin. And therefore however the no- 
tion of * Irenzus has been of late ridiculed, who ob- 
ſerved that the characteriſtical number of the Beaſt, viz. 
666, anſwering to the number of a man's name, was to 
be found in the word Azrev;, from whence he con- 
cluded that he was to be a Roman; I cannot but think 
there is ſomething remarkable in this (even though 
the numerical letters of other words ſhould jump with 


this number alſo) not ſo much becauſe of the antiquity 


of the notion, as upon the account of the reaſon he 
ſuggeſts to us for this, when he ſays, that though he 
grants that other names (as that of *vzvz;) may be ſo 
rendered, yet he fixes upon this, becaule the f Latin 
| D mo- 

_ © 7:2". adv. Hzret, Lib, 5. Cap. 30. 
+ It ought to be obſerved here, that not only the Greek word, but even th- 


Hebrew contains the number 666, in the numerical letters thereof, whether = 
make 


| make uſe of IN Romana, ſcil. Sedes, or YYJYY) Romanus vel Latiaus. 
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monarchy 1s the laſt of all, and therefore the beaſt muſt 
relate to this or none. Wherein I ſuppoſe he alludes to 
Daniel's account of the four monarchies, chap. 2. and 7. 
And indeed the liſile horn that aroſe out of the head of 
the 4th Beafi, chap. 7. 8. ſeems not unfitly to repreſent 
not only Antiochus Epiphanes, but the Papal Anti- 
chriſt, whole type he may therefore be ſuppoſed to be. 
For as he ſupplanted three kings, in alluſion to which 
that little hora is ſaid to have plucked up three horns 


before it by the roots: ſo did the Papal Government 


Tiſe alſo upon the ruins of the Exarcbat, the Lombards, 
and the authority of the Emperors in Italy. | 
I believe this account of Antichriſt's riſe will not 
be very acceptable to ſome, whoſe zeal for the Pope's 
downfal has made them entertain hope of living to ſee 
that remarkable time; which has made them invent 
plauſible ſchemes to prove that this great enemy was 
ſeated in his regal dignity long before the year 606. 
But if a man will trace truth impartially, he will have 
reaſon to think, that the 1% of this adverſary could 
not be before that time. Nay I muſt tell you that I 
| do 


As will appear trom the following ſcheme, 
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And whereas Bellarmin objects, that Latinus ſhould be rendered by a fingle 
Iota and not by ei, he is exceedingly miſtaken : For not only Irenæus renders the 
word thus, but all the Greeks do the ſame, as is plain in innumerable inſtances, 


ſuch as in the names AvToyiovcs, Tasisvog, which the Romans pronounce Anto- 


niaus, Sabinus. Nay the ant.eat Romans ſpake the ſame way as the Greeks, as 
35 plain in Plautus and the fragments of Ennius, with whom nothing is more com- 
572 than i 101 guis, Preinues for primus, capteivei far capttvi, laleiuei for latini, 
"wc, 2 f 
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do not reckon the full riſe of the Pope to the head- 
thip of the empire till a later date ſtill. For though 
the Pope got the title of Univer/al Biſhop at that 
time, yet he was afterwards for a long time ſubject, 


In temporal concerns, to the emperors. And there- 


fore I cannot reckon him to have been, in a proper 


and full ſenſe, head of Rome, until he was ſo in a /e- 


cular as well as eccle/haftical ſenſe. And this was nor 
until the days of Pipin, by whoſe conſent he was 
made a ſecular prince, and a great part of Italy given 
to him as Peter's patrimony. So that as Bom face the 
third (and his ſucceſſors) by aſſuming the title of 
Univerſal Biſhop, was the forerunner of Anlichrift, as 
Gregory the Great propheſied he would be, who ſhould 
be known in the world by that proud title: ſo like- 
wiſe we may conclude that Antichriſt was indeed 
come, when Paul the firſt became a temporal prince 
alſo. - Phocas therefore did only proclaim the Pope 
to be the /aft bead of Rome, in the apocalypt ical ſenſe: 
but it was Pipin who gave him the ſolemn inveſti- 
ture, and /zated him on his /brone, which Charlemain 
did afterwards confirm to him. 158 

Now as near as I can trace the time of this 
donation of Pipin, it was in or about the year 758, 
about the time that Pope Paul the Firſt began to 
build the church of St. Peter and St. Paul. Now 
if we make this the Ara of the Papal Kingdom, the 


1260 years will not run out before the year 2018, 


according to the computation of Julian years: but 
reducing theſe to prophetical ones, the expiration 
of the papal kingdom ends exactly in the year 2000, 
according to our vulgar reckpning. And if what 
I ſuggeſted above be true, that Antichri ſhall not 
be finally deſtroyed until the coming of Chriſt, then 


may this calculation be looked upon to be very con- 


ſiderable. © For it has been a very antient Opinion, 
that the world would laſt only /ix thouſand years ; 
that, according to the old traditional Prophecy "x | 
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the houſe: f Elias, the world ſhould ſtand as many 
Millenaries as it was made in days; and that theres 
fore as there were 7wo !beu/and years from the crea 
ation to Abraham, without a written directory of Ren 
ligion, and iu thouſand from thence to Chriſt, under the 
old economy of the law, ſo there would be 1wo thouſand 
years more under the Meſſiah. So that after the mili- 
tant ſtate of the Chriſtian church is run out, in the 
year 2000, it is to enter upon that glorious, /abbalical 
millenary when the ſaints ſhall reign on the earth, ina 
peaceable manner, for a thouſand years more. After the 
expiration of which, Satan ſhall be let looſe to play. 
a new game, and men ſhall begin to apoſtatize 
- almoſt univerſally from the Truth, gathering them- 
ſelves together, under the character of Cg and Ma- 
gog, from the four corners or parts of the world, 
until they have reduced the Church to a ſmall com- 

| paſs. But when they have brought the ſaints to the 
laſt extremity, Chriſt himſelf will appear in his glory, 
and deſtroy his enemies with fire from Heaven, Rev. 
20. 9. Which denotes the great conflagration, 
2 Pet. 3. 10, &. Which is followed with the Re- 
ſurrection, and Chriſt's calling men before him into 

judgment. And perhaps /be time of this judgment, 
will take-up the greateſt part or the whole of another: 
millenary of years: that as there were four thouſand 
years from the creation to his firſt coming, there may 

be four from thence, to his triumphant entry into 
Heaven with all his ſaints. For though the ſcrip- 
ture call this time a day, yet we know what Peter. 
ſays, that a bouſand years and a day are the ſame thing 
in Divine reckoning. But that all men that ever lived 
ſhould be publickly judged in a day, or year, or cen- 
tury, ſo as to have all their life and actions tried and 
ſearched into, is to me I confeſs inconceivable, not 
indeed in relation to God, but in relation to men 
and angels who muſt be convinced of the equity of 
the procedure and ſentence of the judge, 
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But to return, I cannot forbear to take notice 
of one thing here; that the year 758 was the year 
666 from the perſecution of Domitian, when Fobn was 
in Patmos and wrote this Book, (as Tertuilian, Ireneus, 
Origen, Euſebius, Ferom, and all the antien/s except- 
ing Epiphanius tell us) which though ſome fay was 
A. C. 95, was moſt probably in or about the year 
92, the Perſecution of Domitian having begun two 
years before. So that here we have another charac- 
teriſtical mark of the number of the Beaſt. 

And now I hope I have ſaid — of the fu- 
ture part of time, as to the general tdea which I think 
the Revelation gives of it. But I muſt proceed one 
ſtep further with you, and conſider under what re- 
polution of time we are at preſent; that we may thence 
ſee what we are to expect, and how we are to act. 

So that here I find myſelf inſenſibly taken off 
from any further direct proſecution of the queſtion 
propoſed by way of anſwer thereunto. And | 
Therefore II. I proceed to improve what I have 
ſaid as to this queſtion, both 7heoretically and prac- 
ticall | 
| 7 I. I ſhall advance ſomething here, as a 
theoretical improvement of what I have ſaid upon the 
former head. For by this key, we may attain, in a 
great meaſure, to unlock the dark apocalyptical periods 
and limes: thoſe I mean that relate to the con- 
tinuance of the Papal potoer, both as to his gradual 
growth and. increaſe firſt, and his decay afterwards, 
until his laſt and final defrufon. And in relation 
to theſe the far greateſt part of the ee muſt 

be underſtood. 
| Nou in order to this W 1 muſt pre- 
with this one thing; vix. That the /even:;/eals, trum- 
ts, and vials (in which is contained the order and 
eries of the whole Apocalyptical prophecy, and to 
the explication and illuſtration of which all the other 


particular viſions are ſubſervient) that 1 fay theſe 
are 
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are joined together by the lint of the ſeventh ſeal, and 
Seventh trumpet; ſo as the ſeventh /eal doth as it were 
produce or include the ſever trumpels, and the ſevent 
trumpet. the ſeven vials in the fame manner. f 
This I ſhould reckon no difficult thing to de- 
monſtrate, but that it would be too long to inſiſt 
upon in this place. And ſeeing Mr. Durbam has 
done it in a great meaſure already, paſs it now the 
more eaſily, Only let me defire you. to conſider, 
that it was not until aer the opening” of the ſeventh 
feal that John Jaw the angels with the ſeven trumpets, 
chap. B. 1, 2. And that it was after the founding of 
tbe ſeventh trumpet alſo, that he tells us, he ſaw 4Ms 
 oyueiou phyn U da another ſign great and wonderful, 
chap. 15. 1. which was the viſion of the via/s. So 
that I wonder that Mr. Mede, Dr. More, and almoſt 
all others, have ſuffered themſelves to be confounded 
in their interpretations, by reaſon of their not ob- 
ſerving this, and conſequently by jumbling ſome of 
the /rumpets with the ſeals, and molt of the vials with 
the irumpets. | ny 177 
Now this being ſuppoſed, we will find the ſeries 
of time run in the following order, according to this 
threefold: ſeptenary of periods, which do inſenſibly run 
out one into the other.. 1 4 | 
The fir/t ſeptenary of ſeals relates tothe Chriſtian 
Church during the ſtate of the Roman empire. And 
theſe do accordingly run in this order. 18 
The 1 /eal exhibits the ſtate of the Church under 
the conduci of a glorions rider on a white borſe, having a 
bow in his hand, and a crown given unto him, who went 
oul conquering and to conquer, chap. 6. 2. Under which 
emblem Chr; himſelf is repreſented, going forth 
upon i, conquefls over eus and Gentiles. And as 
this relates to Chriſt's firſt victory over his enemies, 
after his commiſſion to his diſciples 70 preach the go/- 
pe! to all nations, Matt. 28. 18, 19, 20. and the pour- 
ing drwon of his ſpirit for this end, on the day of Pentecoſt, 
57 2 Acts 
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Acts 2 ; ſo the full completion of it is not until the 
end of time. For after all orher horſemen and ene- 
mies of the church have done their utmoſt againſt 
Chriſt and his people, we find this horſeman leading 
them all in triumph as his captives, and proceedin 
in his conqueſts to make a full and final end of them. 
For which ſee chap. 19. ver. 11, 12, &c. So that 
this /eal begins with An. 33 or 34, and does not end 
until the end of time, as to its full completion. But 
if we reckon it only in relation to the beginning of 
the next ſeal (Chriſt's conqueſts being darkened as to 
the outward view of men, by what follows) we ſhall 
ſee that immediately. | £18 
Ihe 2 al, chap. 6. 3, 4. under the emblem of 
a rider upon a red borje (who had a great fword given 
bim in order io take peace from the earth, and to engage 
men in wars) repreſents the ſtate of the empire from 
the time that Nero made war on the Fews, An. 66, 
and ſo contains the civil wars of Galba, Otho, and 
Vitellius, when men did ſo remarkably kill one ano- 
ther, and the wars of Ye/pa/ian and Titus againſt the 
Fews, compleated afterwards by the terrible deſtruc- 
tion of that nation under Hadrian; together with his 
other wars, and the preceding perſecutions of Domi- 
tian and Trajan, and the conqueſts of this laſt prince. 
So that as this begins with An. 66, it ends with 
Hadrian s Wars, An. 134, or with his life, An. 138. 
The 3 Seal, chap. 6. 5, 6. begins therefore with 
An. 138 ; where, under the hieroglyphick of a rider 
on a black horſe, with a pair of ballances in his baud, 
to weigh and meaſure all things exactly, is ſet forth 
the excellent reigns of the admirable Antonines; Pius 
and Phile/ophus. And therefore this ſeal runs out 
in the year 180. 1 | 
The 4 Seal, chap. 6. 7, 8. repreſents the Roman 
boxſe turned pale, and the rider changed from a grave 
and awful judge to a murderer, fo as lo be called death, 
by reaſon of his throwing fo many into hades, or the 
| Future 
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future flale, by immature -deaths. Where we have 4 
very remarkable account of the tate of the Roman 
empire after the deceaſe of the brave Anloninus Phi- 
loſophus, under the barbarities of Commodus, the ſnort- 
lived reigns of Pertinax and Didius Julianus, but eſ- 
pecially under the ſevere and bloody Septimins Se- 
verus, in his wars againſt Pey/cennius Nigerius, Albinus 
and others, and under his ſon Caracalla; and after- 

wards under Macrinus, Heliogabulus, (the reign of the 
excellent Alexander Szverus being but a ſhort breath- 
ing to the empire and the Chriſtians) Maximinus and 
his ſon Pupienus, Balbinus and Gordianus, and Philippus 
and his ſon + with whoſe death I think this ſeal runs 
out” in the year 250. And with the death of theſe 
Philippi, who favoured Chriſtianity, the four ev. 
gelical living creatures (which our tranſlation renders 

Beaſts moſt unaccountably) ceaſe to ſpeak openly. 
The 5 Seal therefore diſcovers the ſtate of the 
Chriſtian Church to be exceedingly languiſhing and 
melancholy, as if the faints were all ſlain, praying 
and crying for vengeance againſt their perſecutors, 
while they are repreſented as lying under the altar, 
Chap. 6. 9, to, 11. So that this period begins with 
Decius the firſt umverſal perſecutor of Chriſtians (for 
all the former perſecutions under Nero, Domitian, 
Trajan, and the Antonires, were but provincial ones, 
and that of Maximinus againſt the minifters only) who 
began his reign and perſecution together in the year 
250, and was ſeconded in it by Valerian (for the 
ſhort reigns of Trebontanus Gallus and AÆAmilianus 
hardly deſerve to be taken notice of in this caſe.) 
Now the ſouls of rhe martyrs are deſired to reſt pa- 
tiently, until the confuſed reign of Galienus ſhould 
run out, and the 30 Hrants that roſe in his time 
ſhould be out off, altogether with the ſhort-lived 
Claudins Gothicus; ſeeing after that little interval, 
their brethren were alſo to ſuffer ſtill further under 
Rome Pagan, . viz. under Aurelian, and afterwards 
| (when 
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(when the ſhort reigns of Tacitus, Probus, Carus, and 
Carinus ſhould be over} under the cruel perſecution 
ratſed againſt them by Diocleſan and Maximianus 
elder and younger, together with Severus and Maxt- 
minus. So that this ſeal ends with the concluſion of 
this laſt perſecution begun by Dank, and fo ex- 
pires, A. C. 306. | 
| The 6 Heal, chap. 6. 12, 13. 14. 15, 16, 17, 

gives us an account of God's gracious anſwer at 


length to the prayer of the ſlain witneſſes, in the de- 


ftruttion of Rome Pagan, after their cup was made 


full by the laſt cruel perſecution... And this is deſcri- 


bed as if Heaven and Earth were come io an end. For 
ſo the Prophets uſe to repreſent the ruins of Kingdoms 
and Monarchies, as we lec, among other places, in 
Fer. 4. 24. 1/a. 13. 10. and 24. 21, 23. and el 2. 10. 
So that this Seal contains the great and terrible 
Wars of Conſtantine the Great againſt all bo/e laſt Ty= 
rants, from the year. 306, to the death of the laſt 
Pagan Emperor Licinius, Ann. 324. 

The 7 Heal therefore, chap. 8. f. repreſents the 
ſhort breathing of the Church and Peace of the Chriſlians 
under Confantine, from the year 313, when he firft 


publiſhed an Edict in their favour, and particularly 


from the death of Licinius, An. 324, to his own de- 
ceaſe in the year 337, immediately upon which the 
ſcene alters. And then begins 
The Second Septenary of 7. rumpels, gives us 
an account of the ſtate of the Church in relation to the 
gradual growth and increaſe of her Antichriſtian ene- 
mies, though in a way alſo of judgment upon them. 
Which 1 repreſent to you in the following ſeries and 
order. 
I be 1 Trumpet, chap. 8. 7. began a little aſter 
Cunſtanſine s death, in the wars between his cet and 
youngeſt ſon, or at che death of the firſt in battle, and 
2 the lat by the uſurpation of Magnenlius, which 
was a . of mix! voy 9 hail, fire, and blood. The 
continuance 


at 
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contizuance of it was in the perſecutions againft the 
Orthodox by Conflantius and Valens, with the inter- 
vention of that againſt all Chriſtians by Julian the 
Apoſtate. And the concluſion of it ſeems to be the 
uſurpation of Maximus upon the death of Graiianus, 
and afterwards the death of Valentinian the Second, and 
finally the wars and death of Theodo/jus. So that it 
began with the year 339, and ended Ar. 395. 

The 2 Trumpet, chap. 8. 8, 9. repreſents a great 
Kingdom, under the Emblem of a Mountain (lee Jer. 51. 
25.) burning with Fire, (i.e. m a cruel and fierce 
manner) and thrown. into the midſt of the Body politick 
or Empire of Rome, repreſented by the Sea ; (lee chap. 
18. 15.) by which tbe third part of it became Blood. By 
which we are unqueſtionably to underſtand the irrup- 
tion of the barbarous nations of the Vandals and Goths 
into the Roman dominions. This began about the 
death of Theodoius, and made a formidable progreſs 
An. 405, in the days of Arcadius and Honorius, by Ra- 
dagiſus, and afterwards Alaricus, who took Rome, 
Ann. 410. And it was continued during the inroads 
of Albaulpbhus the Goth, (who pillaged the great City, 
Ann. 414) and of Ginſericus the Vandal, and of A!tila 
the Hun into al), and other Roman Provinces, which 
they and others about that time waſted miſerably 
to the year 455, and afterwards to the year 476. | 

be 3 Trumpet, Chap. 8. 10, 11. doth plain- 
ly repreſent the deſiruf7zon of the Weftern Empire, by a 
lar falling from the Heaven of it's glory as a burning 
lamp. For, after it had ſtruggled with it's fatal deſ- 
tiny, under the obſcure Cæſars, Avitus, Majoranus, 
Severus, &c. it did at length expire with Augu/tulus, 
Ann. 475, or 476. This Star was called Wormwood, 
becauſe of the bitter Troubles this brought upon the Em- 
pire. For the Oftro-Goths planted | themſelves in 
laß, and reigned as arbitrarily as the Emperors had 


ever done. So that this period began with the king- 
| dom 
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dom of the Offro-Goths, An. 476, and ended with it 
Ann. 3. | We | 
The 4 Trumpet, chap. 8. 12. brings yet further 
deſolations on Rome, by darkening it's ſplendor and 
glory, repreſented by the eclip/ing f the Sun for a third 
part of u, and the Moon and Stars alſo in a like manner. 
By which we are to underſtand, no doubt, the decay 
of the Imperial Power and Authority in the Weſt, by 
the Lombards and the Exarchat afterwards. So that 
this trumpet laſted from the year 568 to the year 758, 
when Pipin made the Pope in a manner King of Rome 
(who in requital of his kindneſs, gave his ſon Char- 
lemain the empty Title of Emperor of Rome, making 
thus the ſucceeding Weſtern Empire an Image of the 
antient one, Rev. 13. 14, 15.) by which both the 
power of the Lombards, of the Exarchat, and the Em- 
perors did as it were terminate in him. And as the 
Exarcbat ended An. 752, ſo the Lombards were totally 
expelled 1aly a little after, viz. in the year 773. 
Now follows a 7hreefold woe, which makes up the 
ſubject of the three following trumpets, which are there- 
fore called the woc rumpels, becauſe of the remarka- 
2 of theſe judgments above the former. There- 
ore, Fi 
The 5 Trumpet, chap. 9. f, 2, 3, 4, $ 6,7, 8, 
9. 10, 11. brings forth the fu woe. The deſcrip- 
tion of which is long, and the figures many; ſo that 
I cannot be ſuppoſed to ſay much on ſo large a head 
here. Let a ſhort account ſatisfy you. In the firſt 
place therefore, we are to underſtand that no other 
than the Biſbap of Rome can be meant by be Star that 
fell from beauen. For this is the ſymbol of the Goſ- 
pel-Miniſtry, chap. 1. 20. and agrees not therefore 
with Mabomet. Neither can the place this Star fell 
from, v/z. Heaven, which denotes the glorious and 
holy ſtate of the, Church, agree to any other, than 
ane that apoſtatizeth from the ſervice of Chriſt to the 
ſervice of the World and Satan. So that as antient 
Ws Os SENS Babylon 
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| 16a. 14. 13+ Babylon is ſaid to fall from the Heaven of temporal 


glory, as Lucifer or the Morning Star of the-Nations + 
ſo is the Biſhop of Rome ſaid to fall from the /piri- 

tual. Heaven of his primitive glory and purity ; being 
degenerated from the firſt Angel of  {.zght in the 
Church, to be the grand Angel of Darkneſs ; and be- 
coming thus tbe Prince of incarnate Devils, the Key of 
the bottomleſs Pit (which he and his Followers boaſt of 
as tbe Keys of St. Peter) being put into his hand by 

the old Serpent, for carrying on the black deſigns of 
Hell. 2. The dark pitchy Smoak that came out of the 
Pit, upon his opening it, was certainly deſigned to ſig- 
nify the Ignorance that did then prevail in the world, 
and the groſs and horrid Errors that were ſpread abroad 
and vended for Divine Truths by the ſottiſh Monks, 

that then ſwarmed abroad under various names and 
leaders, and particularly the Jaolalry that then began 
to prevail univerſally in the world. For about that 
time, though ſeveral of the Greek Emperors did ſtif-- 
fly oppoſe Image-Worſhip, yet the Popes did at 
length prevail, though multitudes on both ſides loſt. 
their lives in this quarrel. 3. The Locuſis that came 
out of this Smoak were the Saracens, that followed 
Mabomet, who compiled the model of his Religion, 
by the help of Zews and Chriſtian Hereticks, eſpecially 
of Sergius a Neſtorian Monk, whom * the Arabian and 
Turkiſh writers call Bahira. Theſe Arabian Locufis 
(whoſe Hegyra or Æra is dated from Mabomet's flight 


from Mecca, Ann. Dom. 622, a little after the Pops 


got the title of Univerſal Biſhop, An. D. 606) did in a 
little time ſo increaſe, that they conquered or over- 
run a great many countries in a very little time. For 
they overflowed Perſia, Syria, pee Paletint and 
other places about the year 729. They extended their 
arms into India, An. 643, and into Spain, An. 717, 
and ravaged ſeveral ' parts of France from An. D. 321 


gte Dr. Prideaux his Life of Mal omet, age 45, 46, 47, 48. 
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to the year 726, till they were routed at length with 
a great ſlaughter by Charles Martel, about the year 
728. However they continued after that, to be a 
{courge to the Chriſtians, eſpecially under the reign 
of the great Almanxor, until about the year 772, 
when * the Turts began to grow famous. So that 
the five months or 150 years, wherein they tormented. 
the Chriſtians (though they had no power to deſtroy 
their empire) was from 622 to 572. | But we mult 
not imagine that theſe Five Months of Years ate the 
period of this Trumpet. For this muſt be reckon- 
ed from 7758 to Ann. Dom. 1067, or thereabouts, 

when Tangrolipix the Turk put an end to the Saracen 
Empire by conquering — Cali = of Perſia. Now 
therefore in the 4 place (to paſs by the other things 
obſervable in this Saracen Woe- Trumpet) let it be 
conſidered that as the Apoflate Biſbop of Rome is call- 
ed the Angel or Meſſenger of the bottemleſs Pil: ſo 
Mabome the King and Prophet of theſe Saracen Locufts 
is called Abaddam or Apollyon, V. 1 1. i. e. a Deſtroyer, 
as carrying on his religion by ſword and violence: 
from whence his locuft followers are ſaid, V. 10. to haue 
ſlings like ſcorpions, by which they poiſoned the ſouls of 
men, if they did at all ſpare their bodies; for they were 
in other ref pects, ſwift and flrong as bonſes, and had 
faces like men in their reaſoning as well as fighting 
for their ſuperſtition, adorned wh hair like women 
appearing ſofr, and inſinuating at firſt view, though 
armed with liuns teeth, as being fierce and cruel. By 
reaſon of which qualifications they got many victo- 
ries; and are therefore repreſented as crowned with: 
crowns of Gold; V. , 8, 9. But upon the whole 
matter this Trumpet, as it ſuppoſes the riſe of the 
Saracen empire, from the Æra of the Hegyra 622; 
and the begun riſe of the Pope from the year 606 or 
| an! So after 5 months or 150 years, i. e. to the 


# See the Authors of the Turk!/s Hifory, put out by Conradus Clawſeras, 2 
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ar 772, the Saracen preparations continued, and 
the Papal from 606 or 608 to 756 or 758. So that 
the duration of this begins with Ann. Dom. 758, and 
expires, in relation to that part of it that concerns 
the Saracens, about the year 1060. But in as far as 
it relates to the Popiſb Antichriſtian party, it is con- 


tinued down through the next Trumpet and the laſt 
both. But ſeeing the Saracens are brought in here as 


a ſcourge to the worſhippers of the Beaſt, the Turks 
fucceeding them in this work, therefore the Trum- 
pet is denominated from this viſible ſcene of affairs, 
. we muſt accordingly ſuppoſe that it ends with 
em. 1 | * +3: of 
The 6 Trumpet therefore, which is called the 
Second Woe, brings in the Turks upon the ſtage of the- 
Roman empire: who are repreſented as Four Angels 
or Meſſengers of Judgment, chap. 13. 13, 14, 15, &c. 
which were bound on the other fide of: the river Euphra- 
res for a lime; but arc now let looſe to pals that ri- 
ver and make their inroads into the Roman empire, 
and to erect themſelves into a monarchy upon the 
ruins of it. Now they are called Hur Angels, becauſe 
they were then divided into Four Sultanies or Princi- 
palities, as their Embaſſadors told the Emperor 
Fuſtin, in the year 570, as is related by one of the 
Byzantine hiſtorians, and taken notice of by all 
Writers on this head. For at their remarkable 
ſing the river Euphrates, they were under the 
command of Solyman Shahum and his three ſons ; and 
when he was drowned in the paſſage, they brought 
themſelves under four other captains, viz. Otrogules 
and bis three fons ; of whom one was the famous 0/0 
man, who a little after laid the foundations of that 
great empire, over which his family keeps the ſcep- 
ter to this day. They are deſcribed as bor/emer, for 
ſo they generally were, fighting on horſeback for the. 
1837 moſt 


3 27 Pocock's Supplem. ad Abul-phar, page 106, 108, and Læunclav. Hif, 
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moſt part, of which the horſe's tail is ſtill a monu- 
ment, being uſed as their chief enſign of honour and 
command. Their number was prodigious, and 
might be at that time perhaps exactly /wo hundred 
thouſand thouſand, as it ſeems to be here aſſerted : for 
they ſeldom ſent out an army of fewer than a thou- 
ſand thouſand fighting men at once. Their poliſhed 
breaſt- plates repreſented fire, when ſhone upon by the 
Sun: and their horſes are ſaid io be like lions for fierce- 
neſs. And ſeeing fire-arms began then to be uſed in 
war (of which they had great ſtore, together with 
cannon of prodigious bigneſs, which did facilitate 
their taking of cities, and particularly Conflantinople) 
their ſhooting theſe on horſeback is repreſented as if 
the fire and ſmoke and brimſtane had come out of their 
horſes mouths, their pieces being diſcharged over their 
heads. With theſe they killed the bodies of men, 
and with their fails, robhich had beads alſo, they killed 
the ſouls of thoſe poor creatures that were ſtung or bir 
with their poiſonous doctrines : inſomuch, that he 
third part of men, 1. e. the third part of the antient 
Roman Empire (viz. that part which fell to Conflan- 
lis, when Conflantine divided the whole among his 
three ſens) was deſtroyed and conquered by them. 
Now if we inquire into the time of this Trumpet, 
we have an exact calculation given ofit. For they 
are ſaid to be prepared for an hour, and a day, and a 
month, and a year : an hour being ever uſed indefimtely 
in this book for a ſeaſon or period of time, we are ac- 
cordingly to take it here. But days, years, and months 
being uſed definitely always, we muſt likewiſe inter- 
ret them ſo here alſo. So that the ſenſe of the 
place is, that the Turks were logſed from Euphrates, 
as being pgs inflruments in the hand of God, for the 
min of the Grecian empire, for a certain hour or ſeaſon ; 
even for a day, and a month, and a year. For in that 
riod of time they deſtroyed the Eaſtern Empire. 


or a prophetical year being 360, and a month 30; 
theſe 


= 
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' theſe with the addition of one more make up the pe- 
riod of 391 years. Now we took notice before, that 
in or about the year 1067, i. e. 1062 of prophetical 
reckoning, Tangrolipix erected the Turky/b Empire up- 
on the ruins of that of the Saraceng. From thence 
therefore if we compute the gy1 years, we are led 
down to the year 1458, according to our ordinary 
computation ; but according to prophetical reckon- 
ing, to the remarkable year 1453, when Mabomet 
* the Great took: Conſtantizople, and ſo erected his own 
empire upon the ruins of the Grecian. For as it is 
very remarkable that John does not make the period 
of 391 years to be the whole duration of the Turk 
empire, but only it's preparation for after-aCtion 
from it's fu riſe to it's higheſt exallalion; ſo we ſee 
how exactly this is fulfilled in the event; which 
therefore I hope is no unedifying ſpeculation, 
Nov ſeeing there is a remarkable ſtop, and void 
as it were between the end of the 64% Trumpet and the 
beginning of the 7/h, which is filled up with the ac- 
count of the ſlaying of the witneſſes, in chap. 11. I 
do humbly conceive, that whatever particular 
ſaughters of the ſaints were before or may be after- 
wards, the great ſlaughter muſt have been during that 
interval of time. For this could not be during the 
height of the two former woes upon Antichriſt and his 
followers, And much leſs can it be {ſuppoſed to be 
after the ſound of the ſeventh Trumpet, and while 
God's laſt plagues upon the Beaſt are a pouring out. 
J do therefore reckon, that the witneſſes who propbe- 
fied in ſackcloth from the beginning of Papal ſuperſti- 
tions, were the honeſt P:icmontois, Albigenſes, and 
Maldenſes; who were flain at length, after they had 
ſtood the ſhock of all former attacks, particularly 
that of Simon Monfort with his 500,000 Croiſſades,. 
whom: Innocent the 3d diverted from the Saracen War, 
in order to extirpate that good people, about the 
year 1200. Now the ſlaying of theſe v itneſſes began 
5 . In 
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in the year 1416, when Jobn His, and afterward 
Ferom of Prague were burnt, but came not to its 
height until the Bobemian Calixtines complied with 
the council of Baſil, An. 1434, after which the faithful 
Taborites were totally ruined, as well as their brethren 
in Piedmont, France, &c. which happened about the 
year 1492. For they being deſtroyed, the Calixtines 
were no better than the dead carcaſes (as they are 
called, v. 8.) or corps of the former living witneſſes ; 
over which the Popiſh parly aid triumph: for they 
looked uponthemas Sanding trophzes of the victory, and 
therefore did not think fit to u them further, or 
bury them out of their ſight. For it is ſaid, v. 7, 8, 
that afler they bad finiſhed their teſtimony, the Beaſt 
did make war upon them, uai amoxrever æur¹α H D xνE“uñOw 
ab, &. be killed them, and therr corps alſo (for the 
additional words in our verſion, all ly, are not in 
the original, and do but mar the ſenſe) or their bodies 
{tor ſome readings have it owpzre) in the flreet of the 
great. city, i. e. in Bohemia, one fireet of the Papal domi- 
tons, or the great city Rome, in a large ſenſe, For J 
find that towards the end of the fifteenth century the 
witneſſes were in a manner wholly extinct. For 
* Comenias tells us, that about the year 1467 the 
Maldenſes in Auſtria and Moravia had complied ſo far, 
as to diſſemble their religion, and turn to Popery in 
profeſſion and outward compliance. f The Taborites 
in the mean time, upon their refuſing to do ſo, were 
ſo deſtroyed, that it was much that /even!y of them 
could get together, to conſult about continuing their 
Church, and about finding out ſome qualified perſon 
to be their miniſter, for they had none left, An. 1467. 
And fo low was the Church of Chriſt then, that 
when the hidden remains of the Taboriles (who. were 
called Specu/ant from their lurking in dens and 
Caves) ſcar out four men (as the ſame author relates 

. * 


* Fife. Perſ. Eccl, Bohem. Ch. 20. Sect. 4, 5. page 70, 71. 
+ Ibid. Ch. 20. Sect. 3. 
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in another * book) to travel oze through Greece and 
the Eaſt, another to Ruſſia and the North, a third to 
Thrace, -Bulgaria, and the neighbouring places, and a 
fourth to Aſia, Paleſtine and Egypt: they did all in- 
deed ſafely retura to their brethren, 3 with this 
ſorrow ful news, that they found no Church of 
Chriſt, that was pure, or free from the groſſeſt er- 
rors ſuperſtition and idolatry. This was in the year 
1497. And when they ſent 7wo of their number 
two years afterwards, wiz. Luke Prage and Thomas 
| German, to go into U/aly, France, and other places, 
to fee if there were any of the Old Waldenſes left 
alive: they returned with the ſame melancholy news 
as the former had done, that they could neither find 
nor hear of any remaining; only they were informed 
of the martyrdom of Savanarolla (who ſuffered in the 
year 1498) and they were told of ſome few remains 
of the Piemonlois, that were ſcattered and hid among 
the Alps, but nobody knew where. Now a few years 
- after this even the few remains of the Taborites were 
found out and perſecuted, hardly any eſcaping : ſo 
that A. C. 1510, ſix ſuffered together publickly, and 
the year following, that famous martyr Andreas 
Paliwka, who I think was the laſt of that period. 
From whoſe death, in the end of the year 1511, or 
beginning of 1512, to the dawning of the reforma- | 
tion by the firſt preaching of Carolaſtadius and Zuin= 
gluis, (who appeared at leaſt a year before Luther, as 
+ Heltinger and others tell us) there was only about 
tbree years and a half, which anſwers as near as can 
be, to the three days and a half of the unburied ſtate 
of the witneſſes. - So that /e /pirit's entering into the 
witneſſes, V. 11. began with the year 1516, if not the 
year before, though this appeared moſt remarkably 
when Luther oppoled the Pope publickly, An. 1 £ 17. 
Ibey 


* Comeninsin his t ort Miſforv of the Bohemian Church, prefixed to his Exhor« 
tet in to 1hs Church of England, Sect. 66, page 40. 
+ Hi + Hip, Reform, vol, I, 
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They were not only enlivened, but (to explain the 
words of Fobn, v. 11. a little further) they ro/e up 
upon their feel, An. 1529, when fo many princes and 
free cities in Germany proteſted againſt the Edict of 
Worms and Spire, and ſo got the name of Proteſtants. 
They heard a voice from Heaven, ſaying, v. 12: aſcend 
hither, 1. e. to power and peace; when Maurice of 
Saxony beat the Emperor Charles, An. 1552. And 
accordingly they did after that aſcend to the Heaven 
of honour, reſt, and ſecurity, as if they had been 
wafted up by a cloud, and that in the fight even of thetr 
enemies; when the Proteſtant religion was eſta- 
bliſhed and legally ſettled and allowed of; in the 
year 1555, which was continued and confirmed by 
Maximillian and Rulolph afterwards. In whoſe days 
the Church began to be ſettled in ſeveral other coun- 
tries, vix. in England, Scotland, Denmark, Swedeland, 
Switzerland, and the Lm Countries. Now it is obſerva- 
ble that in this period of time, v hen the witneſſes finith- 
ed their teſtimony, or were about to do ſo, the Turks 
took Conflantinople, An. 1453. which I take to be de- 
ſigned by the earihquake that dejiroyed the tenth part of 
the Roman dominions, v. 13. for the Grecian empire 
was reduced before that, from being the third part of 
that empire, to be the tenth part only. So that Ma- 
homet's - prevailing over the Greek Church, and the 
Pope's conqueſts over the Weſlern Chriſtians was much 
about a time, and therefore ſaid to be in the ſame 
hour or period of time, i. e. before the {x(b trumpet 
ended, and before the /eventh began: tor the ſixth 
trumpet is the hour of the Turkiſh woe. And indeed 
their triumph was much of the ſame kind allo. For 
as the Papi/is triumphed only over the dead bodies of 
the witneſſes, i. e. over the Calixtines, (Who were no 
longer living witneſſes, the Taborites being all gone, 
and having overcome their enemes by their blood and the 
word of their teflimony) ſo the Turkiſh triumph was only 


over /even thouſand names of men, i. c. over the. remain- 
2 ing 
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ing Eaſtern Chriſtians, who were ſo degenerated in all 
reſpects, that they were only names or ſhadows of true 
Chriſtians. Only whereas the Grecjans did yet own» 
themſelves to be the fame in profeſſion with their 
anceſtors, and ſo were the ſame with them as 10 
name, the Calixtines were even debarred that pri- 
vilege. AS 
Theſe things being therefore conſidered (which 
I could eaſily enlarge upon, were I not confined at 
this time) I think it is abundantly. plain, that the 
great ſlaughter of the witneſſes muſt have been pre- 


_ ciſely at the time I have mentioned. For it could 


not be till Antichrift was at his hig, pitch of power 
and grandeur, which was not before this time. And 


it was not poſſible that it ſhould be after the /eventh- 


1rumpet founded, and the via/s began to be poured 
out: ſeeing the witneſſes were not only ien then, 


but were the infruments of this laſt and greateſt woe 


to the worthippers of the Beaſt. And therefore we 


find, chap. 11. v. 14, 15, &c. that as foon as the wil 


neſſes aroſe, the 2d Woe ended, and the 3d commenced in 
the begun exaltation of the faints and ſervants of 
God. And it is to me altogether inconceivable, 
that the witneſſes ſhould be riſen, and the Antichriſ- 
tian intereſt decline; and yet that the witneſſes ſhould 
be entirely cut off during ſuch a period. So that I 
am almoſt bold, on this head (though I am reſolved. 
to propoſe my apocalyptical thoughts only by way 
of probable conjecture) to affirm that it is impoſſible, 
morally ſpeaking, that the witneſſes can ever be ſo- 
entirely flain, as they have been before, whatever 
particular and provincial perſecutions they may be 
under for a time, and whatever formidable appear- 
ances there may be againſt the Proteſtant intereſt 
every where. | 

Againſt this affertion I can foreſee no objedlion 
of moment, excepting one; and this is, That ſeeing 
the witneſſes are ſaid to propheſy all the 1260 days of 

9255 : tbe 
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the Beaſt's reign” in ſackcloth, and to be flain only 
when they bave finifbed their teftimony, v. 3, 7. uf 
feems therefore very range to ſay that they ſhall be 
lain during ibe lime of thetr 1260 days or years pro- 
phecy, and ſo long before the end of them. To: which 
J anſwer, that in the 3d verſe there are two thi 
ſpoken of, with reſpect to the oppoſers of Antichriſt, 
The fir} is, that they are called witneſſes or martyrs, 
againſt the abominations of that enemy. And the 
ſecond is, that they are faid to preach. or propbeſy 
againſt that intereſt. Now it is only in the ſecond 
ſenſe that are fpoken of in relation io the whole 1260 
days. So that, though the Tpa@eraz or witne/s=bear- 
ing of the ſaints continue, in a large and general ſenſe, 
for 1260 years (and that for the moſt part in fack- 
cloth, becauſe of the conftant troubles they meet with 
from that reſtleſs enemy? yet their priprugiz, or 
witneſi=bearing by martyrdom aud ſufferings, in a 
ſtrict and proper ſenſe, relates only to the time of 
their low and obſeure ſtate during the rage of the 
Papiſts, before the ſounding of the ſeventh trumpet. 
Now it is not ſaid (though perhaps this was never 
taken notice of before) that the witneſſes were killed 
after their whole prophecy or preaching was aver, 
or after the 1260 days were run out: but only that 
after thetr paprogie, or teſtimony for Chriſt by ſuffering 
was over, that then, I fay, they were univerſally 
lain and cut off, v. 7. Now, though there have been 
many perſecutions ſince the retormation, and the 
founding of the ſeventh trumpet, yet they were ne- 
ver univerfal ones. Befides, that the difference is 
great between the witneſſes before and ſince that 
time, in this refpect : for ſince Lulher's appearing, 
our religion has been eſtabliſned publickly in ſeveral 
nations, and authorized by law, in oppoſition to 
Popery, which it never was betore. But to pro- 
oced. | 
The 7 Trumpet ſounds, chap, 11. 14, &c. immes 
diately 
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diately upon the end of the 62h, i. e. upon the riſing) 
of the witneſſes. Now as the 1 3 and 14 chapters 
are but further repreſentations of the ſtate of affairs 
under the fix trumpets preceding, relating to the 
2 both of the Church and Antichriſtian 

: fo the 15 and 16 chapters are preliminary to 
—— period of the ſeven Vials being poured out upon 
the Papacy and it's dominions. Of which viſions I 
have a great many things to ſay; but 1 muſt curb 
myſelf now, leſt I prove too tedious. I ſhall there- 
fore only put you in mind of what I hinted before, 
that the 7/þ trumpet comprehends the Seven Vials. 
For theſe are but the parts of it, which gradually, 
deſtroy the Papal intereſt, which had increaſed 
under the former trumpets. As therefore this pe- 
riod brings in reformation, and by various ſteps 
makes the kingdoms of the world (which before were 
under Antichriſt) to change ſo far and ſo wonder- 
fully as o become the kingdoms of God and Chriſt, 
chap. 11. 14, Sc. So after a general but glorious 
account of the flate of the church from the retorma- 
tion, chap. 14. and a general account of the Vials to 
be poured out on the Popiſb party during the ſame 
period, chap. 15. we have a diſtinct account of the 
pouring out of theſe Seven Vials, chap. 16. in obe- 
dience to the great Voice out of the Temple, v. 1. 
which is but a repetition of the ſounding of the Se- 
venth Trumpet, chap. 11. 4 under a new repre- 
ſentation of it. 

The third and laſt Septenary, therefore; is that of 
the Vials, or laſt plagues and judgments upon Rome 
Papal : which, as far as I can, 1 ſhall explain, by a 
diſtinct account of ſuch of them, as I reckon to be 
tulfilled, and by ſome few conjectures upon the re- 
maining ones. 

But before I proceed to the particular ede 
ation of theſe, there are two things, which I would 
premiſe. The 1 is, that as the Trumpets did raiſe 
Aulichriſt 
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Antichriſt up, and the Vials muſt pull him down: ſo 
there is a wonderful relation that the J bear to the 
former, eſpecially the four iet ones. For the int 
Trumpet and firſt Vial bring Fen on the 
Earth, the ſecond Trumpet and Vial on the Sea, the 
third Trumpet and Vial on the Rivers, and the 
fourth Trumpet and Vial on the Sun. The 2 is this: 
that ſeeing the Vials do /u "ppeſe a ſtruggle and war 
between the Popiſh and Keformed Parties: every 
Vial is to be looked upon, as the event and conclu- 
ſion of ſome new periodical attack of that firſt party. 
upon this o r: the iſſue of which proves at length 
favourable to the /atter againſt the farmer. Which 
ſeeing it is the moſt noble and remarkable part of the 
period that the Vial relates to, is therefore that 
which denominates the period itſelf ; even as the 
conqueſt of Pompey by Ceſar, and of Antony by 
Auguſtus, ſuppoſe their wars before, and give the de- 
nomination to their governments. Theſe things be- 
ing premiſed, I now proceed. | 
The 1 Vial, which fell upon the —_ to the tor- 
menting of the ſubjects of the Beaſt, chap. 16. 2. 
doth denote God's judgments upon the foundation of 
the Papal power ; the carth being that on which we 
walk and build our houſes, and out of whoſe womb 
we are maintained. So that by this I underſtand the 
Popiſh Clergy and the Papal domintons and revenues, 
as they are upheld by them. This therefore began 
with the reformation, and continued until the time 
that the Popiſb factors and trumpery were thrown out 
of as many countries of Europe as embraced the re- 
formation. And we may ealily conceive what a 
mortification this was to that party, when the pre- 
tended ſanctity of their Priefts, Monks, and Nuns, 
was found to be mere cheat, and their miracles no- 
thing elſe but Lies or Legerdemain ; and when their 
tales of purgatory were expoſed to publick contempt, 
and their pardons and indulgences would {ell 10 
| longer: 
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longer: and conſequently when the Pope, and his red- 
Satted and mitred officers faw themſelves driven out 
of ſo great a part of their dominions, their /emmarres 
for breeding their r ſoldiers of all denominations 
and orders pulled down, and ſo much of their yearly 
revenues loſt. * Whence they are faid to fall under a 
noiſome and grievous Mo, ulcer or /ore ; being 
this way pained and vexed inwardly, and rendered 
contemptible to the whole world, that looked upon 
them as no better than vermin, and the plagues of 
mankind, So that this Vial began with the riſe of 
Zuinglius and Luther and the other reformers, in the 
year 1516, and 1517, and continued to the year 1566, 
f. e. about forty years: for againſt that time all the 
reformed cburches were ſettled, and had publiſhed 
their creeds and confeſſions againſt Rome, in oppo- 
fition to the determinations of the Woprſp Council of 
Trent, publiſhed Ax. 1563, and the Creed of Pope 
Pius the 4/b, which added 12 Antichriſtian articles 
to the 12 primitive chriſtian ones, which was put out, 
A. C. 1564. 

The 2 Vial, ver. 3. muſt therefore begin where 
the other ended, as to the period of time that com- 
mences from thence. Now I find chat in the year 
1566, the wars between the King of Spain and the 
States of the Netherlands began, when the latter got 
the nickname of Geu/e. And though the Spaniards 
were often victorious at firſt, yet they were at length 
forced to declare them free fates. It was then that 
the ſea became blood to the Romaniſts, their votaries 
being miſerably deteated in their expectations. For 
aſter their cruelties under the Duke of Alva in the 
£6w Countries, and their maſſacres of the Proteſ- 
tants in France and other places, the /cene was 
changed very quickly. So that A. C. 1588. the Spa- 
niards loſt their valt Armado, and did ever after de- 
cline in their power. And the Duke of Guiſe, the 
Invererate enemy of * Proteſtants, Was _ the 

ame 
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ſame year. And A. C. 1598, died Philip the 24 of 
Spain, being eaten up of lice : the edit of Nants 
being given out the ſame year in Fraxce in favour of 
the Proteſtants. So that as the reformed intereſt was 
in peace every where, and conquered in Holland and 
England ; the Popiſh party on the other hand faw 
Spain, the late terror of the Proteſtants, brought 
to a languiſhing condition, and all their a//zes weary 
of wars and perſecutions. And as in the year 1609, 
the 7ruce was made between the Spaniards and the 
Dutch; fo the war, though renewed and carried on 
afterwards, became languid-and faint, fo as hardly 
to be felt or minded by either party, eſpecially the 
Dutch who were for the moſt part victorious and ſue- 
ceſsful. So that, as the period of this Vial began 
An. 1566, ſo we may reckon it continued about fifi 
years, vix. to the year 1617; ſeeing we ſhall find 
that the third Vial did begin then. For 
The 3 Vaal, v. 4, 5, 6, 7, was poured out upon 
the rivers and Fountains of water, or thofe territories of 
the Papacy which were as neceſſary to it as rivers and 
Fountams are lo a country, being as it were, the former 
Vial continued, as to the kind of the plague. Foras 
che former deſttbyed the living creatures or living fouls 
that were in or upon the ſea, vis. the Spaniards, the 
great mariners of the world at that time, as to their 
marine power; who after the year 1588, loſt their 
former Jovereignly of the ſeas, to the Engliſh and Dutch: 
10 this /atter plague makes it difficult tor the Popiſb 
party to ſubſiſt and keep their ground even in the in- 
land country and ſeveral dominions of Germany, and 
the neighbouring places. For in the year 161), 
Ferdinand being forced upon the Bohemians by the 
Emperor Matthias, and crowned king ; the founda- 
tion of new quarrels was laid this way. For a little 
while after another moſt bloody religious war enſued, 
which ſhook all the empire, and frightened Europe. 


vp m the Proteſtants loſt Boe mia, che Palath- 
| G nate 
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nate in part, and were driven out of Moravia, Auftria 
and Sileſia at this time, and were not only perſecuted 
in many places, but like to be extirpated and rooted 
out univerſally : yet the tide turned all on a ſudden. 
For after the Emperor had ruled Germany with a ve- 
teran army, for a conſiderable time; Guſtavus Adol- 
pbus enters Germany in the year 1630, and conquers 
every where. And though he was killed about two 
years after, yet his army continued victorious ; until 
at length all things were accommodated at the Peace 
of Munſter, A. C. 1648, with which therefore the 
period of the 3d Vial muſt be ſuppoſed to end, which 
conſiſts of 31 years. Now as this began with per- 
ſecutions againſt, and cruelties upon the Proteſtants ; 
ſo at length the Angel of the waters is beard to give 
thanks for making the Papiſts drink of their own blood at 
laſt. Which ſong of praiſe another Angel falls in with, 
and ſays Amen 10. All which ſeems to denote the 
joy both of the Proteſtant Slate and Church upon the 
ſucceſs of the Swediſh Arms againſt the Emperor. 
| The 4 Vial comes now to be confidered. And 
as this is poured out upon the Sun of the Papal king- 
dom, v. 8; ſo the effect of it is men's being ſcorched or 
burned with fire, which yel does not 'make them turn to 
Cod, but blaſpheme his name the more, as we may ſee, 
v. 9. Now as this Vial muſt begin where the other 
ends, viz. at or a little after the year 1648; fo 1 
cannor ſee but it muſt denote the wars that followed 
the Peace of Munfler, with other incidental occurren- 
ces. Now we find that the French hoſtilities and wars 
in Flanders began about this time. And though this 
fire ſeemed to be quenched by the Pyrenean Peace, 
about ten years after that of Manſter ; yet this proved 
rather fuel to the flame, which broke out with more 
violence than before, by the ſeizure: of Lorrarn, the 
new conqueſis of the French in Burgundy and Flanders, 
and the wars upon Germany, and invaſion on the Low 
Countries. To which we may add the French King's 
9 quarrels 
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quarrels with ſeveral Popes, about the reſtitution of 
Caſiro, the rights of the Duke of Modena, the Affair 
of Cor, and about the Regale and the Franchiſes. Now 
ſeeing the bombarding of towns and cities was chiefly 
made uſe of in theſe later wars, we may ſee how pro- 
perly he ſcorching or burning men from above (as if the 
Jun had ſent down fire and heat from his own body) 
is made uſe of to charaFerize the time of this Vial. 
But the chief thing to be taken notice of here, is, 
that the /un and other luminaries of heaven, are the 
emblems of princes and kingdoms, as we took notice 
before. Therefore the pouring out of this Yial on 
the Sun muſt denote the humiliation of ſome eminent 
Potentates of the Nomiſb intereſt, whoſe influences 
and countenance cheriſh and ſupport the Papal cauſe. 
And theſe therefore muſt be principally underſtood 
of the Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon, though not ex- 
cluſively of other Popiſh Princes. Now it is not 
unuſual with God to make his enemies cruſh and 
weaken one another. And thus I ſuppoſe this Vial 
is to be underſtood, when it is ſaid, that upon the 
pouring of it out on the ſun, power was given to him, 
1. e. the ſun (as moſt underſtand the words from the 
connection) 70 ſcorch men-with fire. And this is plain 
in what of the Vial is fulfilled, and will be perhaps 
more ſo afterwards. As therefore France was made 
uſe of, in the inſtances given, to dex and ſcorch the 
Auſtrian family, in both branches of it; ſo afterwards 
was he himſelf tormented, when he ſaw himſelf for- 
ced to leave Holland, which he was ſo near ſurpri- 
ſing; An. 1672 ; and eſpecially when he was forced 
to reſign all his conqueſts in Handers, by the late 
Peace of Reyſwick. It is true, he ſeems now to have 
got more glory than ever, by the acceſſion of his 
grandſon to the Spaniſb Monarchy : But then this is 
* an eclipſe upon the Auſtrian family, which is expired 
in the firſt branch of it. And who knows but this 
advancement may lay the foundation of the ruin or 
ZI9 G 2 decay 
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decay of the French Power, by exhauſting ha. Ring- 
dom, both as to men and money, in defence of a 
weak monarchy ? In the mean time, we- ſee this Vial 
has already raken place, in darkening the glory .of 
King James (whom the Papiſts expected new con- 
queſts from) by the hand of King William; by whom 
alſo God put a ſtop to the career of the French Mo- 
narch in his conqueſts in Handers, and on the Rhine. 
And we ſee it further poured out, in the eclipſe of 
the Auſtrian family, by the loſs of Spain and it's de- 
pendent Principalities, as alſo in defeating the wicked 
deſigns of the three confederate monarchs, of Poland, 
Denmark, and Ryfſia. 

And now, ſeeing I have marked out the time 
we are in at preſent, it is time alſo to put a ſtop to 
our Apocalypiical thoughts; ſeeing no man can pre- 
tend, upon any juſt grounds, to calculate fature 
times. However, ſeeing I have come fo far, I ſhall 
adventure to preſent you further with ſome conjetlus 
ral thoughts on this head ; for 1 am far from the pre- 
fumption of ſome men, to give them any higher 
character. 

- Now my conjectures ſhall relate to ws things, 
viz. to Ihe remaining part of this Vial, and to the ather 
Vials that follow this. 

And, 1. as to the remaining part of qbis Vial, I bo 
Humbly ſuppoſe that it will come to it's higheſt pitch 
about An. 1717, and that it will run out about the 
year 1794. The reaſons for the firſt conjecture are 
- Two. The firſt is, becauſe I find that the Papal king- 
dom got a conſiderable acceſſion to it's power, upon 
the Roman Weſtern Empires being deſtroyed An. 475, 
to which the Heruli ſucceeded the year following, 
and the Oftro-Gotbs afterward. Now if from this 
remarkable year we begin the calculation of the 1 260 

years, they lead us down to 4. C. 1735, which in 
prophetical account is this very year 1717. The 2, 
is, becauſe (as I have many years ago obſerved) this 
| year 
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year leads us down to a new centenary revolution: for 
is it not obſervable that Jon Hus and Jerom of 
Pragne (to run this up no further) were burned Anz 
I417? After which the true religion in Bohemia, 
and other places, was more and more obſcured and 

ſuppreſſed, until that famous year 1517, when Lu- 
ther arole, and gave the reformation a new reſur- 
rection: according to that remarkable prediction 
of Ferom of Prague, Centum annis revolutis Deo reſpon- 
debilis & mibi; which the Bobemians afterwards 
ſtamped upon their coin as their motto. From which 
year the reformed intereſt did ſtill increaſe (whatever 
particular ſtops and troubles it met with) till the 
year 1617 ; about which time the German and Bobe- 
nian wars began to break out. And it is but too 
obvious, what an ebb hath followed ſince that time 
to this, notwithſtanding the pouring out of the ſe- 
cond, third, and fourth Vials. So that there is ground 
to hope, that about the beginning of another ſuch 
century, things may again alter for the better: for I 
cannot but hope that ſome new mortification of the 
chief ſupporters of Antichriſt will then happen; and 
perhaps the French Monarchy may begin to be con- 
fiderably humbled about that time: that whereas 
the preſent French King takes the ſun for his emblem, 
and this for his moo, Nec pluribus impar, he may at 
length, or rather his ſucceſſors, and the Monarchy 
itſelf (at leaſt. before the year 1794) be forced to 
acknowledge, that (in reſpect to W Nn Po- 
tentates) he 1s even ngulis impar. 

But as to the expiration of this Vial, I do fear it 
will not be until the year 1794. The reaſon of 
which conjecture is this; that I find the Pope got 
a new foundation of exattation, when Faftinian, upon · 
his conquelt of Haly, left it in a great meaſure to the 
Pope's management, being willing to eclipſe his on 
authority, to advance that of this haughty prelaſe. 
Now this being in the year 552; this, by the addi- 
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1 tion of the 1260 years, reaches down to the year 
1811; which, according to prophetical account, is 
1 the year 1794. And then I do ſuppoſe the fourth 
Vial will end, and the fifth commence; by a new mor- 
tification of the Papacy, after this Vial has laſted 148 
pp years: which indeed is long; in compariſon with 
| the former Vials; but if it be conſidered in relation 
to the fourth, fifth, and ſixth Trumpets, it is but ſhort, 
ſeeing the fourth laſted 190 years, the fif/b 302, and 
the:/zxtb 393. 1 | ; 
And now, my friends, I may be well excuſed; 
if I venture no further, in giving you any more con- 
jectural thoughts upon this preſent period of time. But 
ſecing I pretend to give my ,/pecu/ations, of what is 
Future, no higher character than gueſſes, I ſhall ſti} 
venture to add ſomething to what I have already 
ſaid. Therefore be pleaſed, 1. To call to mind, 
what I premiſed to the conſideration of the even 
Vials, as the 2d preliminary, viz. that ſeeing the Vials 
do (all of them) ſuppeſe a firuggle or war between the 
Popiſh and Reformed parties; every Vial is to be looked 
upon, as the event and concluſion of ſome new periodical 
attack of that firſt party upon this other ; the iſſue of 
which proves at length favourable to the latter againſt the 
former, For if this be duly conſidered, it will let us 
ſee, that great declining of the Proteſtant intereſt for 
ſome time, and great and formidable advances and new 
degrees of increaſe in the Romiſb party, are very con- 
ſiſtent with the ſtate of both theſe oppoſite intereſts 
under the Vials. For, as Rome Pagan was gradually 
ruined under the Seals, under many of which it 
ſeemed to increaſe to outward obſervation, and to 
become more rampant than before, when yet it was 
indeed declining ; ſo muſt we ſuppoſe it will be with 
Nome Papal. For monarchies as they rife gradually 
and inſenſibly, ſo do they wear out ſo likewiſe. And 
therefore we muſt not entertain ſuch chimerical notions 
of the fall of the Pape, as if it were to be accom- 
| | pliſhed 
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pliſhed ſpeedily or miraculouſly, as many have done. 
For as it roſe inſenſibly and ſtep by ſtep, ſo muſt it 

fall in like manner. | 
But to illuſtrate this further, as to what of the 
Vials is yet unfulfilled, by what is paſt ; let us look 
back on the two preceding Vials.. The 2d Vial 
therefore began with a formidable attack upon the 
Proteſtants by the growth of the Auſtrian family, 
from the year 1566, to the year 1588; during all 
which time the Vial ſeemed rather to be poured out 
on the Proteſtants than Papiſts. But as there muſt 
be a war, to denote a vifory; ſo it was in this caſe, 
So that the Vial was ſeen at laſt in it's effects upon 
the Auſtrian party, from An. 1588 to 1598, and 
afrerwards to 1617. For it is with the. Church as it 
is with particular chriſtians, who are often ſorely 
. buffeted by Satan, and ſometimes brought even to 
extremities by temptations; but do ever carry the 
victory at laſt. Who would have believed that the 
Chriſtian Church was about to triumph over the 
Roman. Pagan Empire, when the dreadful per/ecution 
under Drecle/ian and his collegiate emperors was at it's 
higheſt pitch ? But the darkeſt time of the night 
uſhers in the dawning of the Church's day, in the 
uſual way of God's providence over the ſame. And 
this is very conſpicuouſly to be obſerved in the period 
of the 3d Vial. Who would have thought that the 
loſs of Bohemia, and the Emperor Ferdinand's ruling 
all Germany with a formidable army, were like ta 
iſſue in the victories of the Swediſb arms, and the 
future ſecurity of the Proteſtant intereſt through the 
empire and elſewhere ? So that, we muſt not won» 
der, if for 16 years the Houfe of Bourbon be raiſed up 
to be a further terror and ſcourge to the world, and 
to Proteſtant nations particularly. And, as a confir- 
mation of this conjeRture, let it be conſidered, in the 
2 place (beſides what I hinted before on this head) 
that it is ſomething very extraordinary, and peculiar 
* - 
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in ſome ſenſe to this Vial, that the ſun, upon which it 
is. poured out, ſhould yet be made the executor of the 
Judgment of it on others, at the ſame time that be is lors 
mented with it himſelf, So that whoſoever is denoted 
by the un here (as I ſuppoſe tbe Houſe of Bourbon 
principally is) is made uſe of, as the Devil is, both 
to torment others, and to be tormented himſelf in fo 
doing, And if the King of France therefore be de- 
noted by this principally, I fear he is yet to be made 
uſe of, in the hand of God, as Nebuchadnezzar was of 
old againſt the eros, viz. as a further ſevere ſcourge 
to the Proteſtant Churches every where. And, be- 
ſides this characteriſtical mark, which ſeems to fore- 
bode his further exalration and our humiliation ; 
there 1s yet a 3 thing, that I cannot but think upon 
with dread and trembling of heart, viz. that it 1s 
further ſaid, that while this Sun of tbe Popiſh World is 
running bis fatal and dreadful career, and ſcorching men 
_ wwith fire, they are ſo far from being bettered by theſe 
Judgments, that they go on more and more to blaſpheme the 
name of God, who has power over theſe plagues. And 
while this continues to be the ſtate of the Proteſtant 
world, and while atheiſm, deiſm, ſocinianiſm, irreligi- 
on, profaneneſs, ſcepticiſm, formality, hatred of god- 
lineſs, and à bitter perſecuting ſpirit, continue and 
increaſe among us; what can we expect but new and 
deſolating judgments? For, while we continue to 
walk thus contraay 10 God, we cannot but expect that 
be ſhould walk contrary to us alſo. It is in vain for us 
to boaſt of our privileges, or plead exemption from 
Judgments on this account. For where there is no 
national reformation and repentance, national fins 
are like to pull down miſeries upon us, ſo much the 
ſooner and more certainly, that we have been ſo ſin- 
gularly and peculiarly privileged. For we may in 
this caſe expect that God will ſay to us, as to the 
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dil I puniſh you more certainly and more ſeverely than 
any other kingdom or nation. And therefore if we go 
on in ſin; as we have hitherto done, let us take heed 
to ourſelves, leſt vengeance be near. I pray God I 
may be miſtaken in my fears; but I amatfaidT have 
but too juſt reaſon to turn prophet here, by applying 
to ourſelves what Peter ſaid to thoſe of his time: 
the time is come, that judgment muſt begin at the houſe 
of God. Though 1 4 alſo conclude. with him, bat + hn 
if it begin at us, dreadful will be the end of our enemies 
at laſt. And if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where 
ſhall the ungodly appear Wherefore if we be called io 
ſuffer for our holy religion, let us do fo according to the 
will of God, commuting the keeping of our ſouls to him in 
well doing, as to a faithful Creator. And I wiſh my 
cdnjecture be not found to be more than a mere gueſs, 
that for about 16 years our Romiſh enemies may pre- 
vail more and more. Though how tar theſe may 
be lengthened out or ſhortened, we can only conjec- 
turally judge of, from the future carriage of the Re- 
formed Churches, under the circumſtances they may 
be ſtated afterwards. | 
If any ſay, that theſe are melancholy conjec- 
tures, I muſt tell them I cannot help the matter; 
for I muſt follow he thread of the text and the aſpect 
of the limes. If they aſk, but when will the tide turn 
or the Proteſtant Church? I anſwer, when they turn 
more univerſally io God, and no ſooner. But if Ve 
enquire further, whether the Sun of the Popiſh Kingdom 
is not to be eclipſed himſelf at length? 1 muſt pofi- 
tively aſſert he will; elſe this Vial were not a judę- 
ment upon him and the Komiſh party. But if yet again 
the queſtion be, when this is to fall out and how ? I 
mult tell you, that I have nothing further to add to 
what I have ſaid, as to the time. But as to the man- 
ner, how this is to be done, our text does lay a founda- 
tion of ſome more diſtinct thoughts. Therefore, in 
the fourth and laſt place, 1 7 may juſtly ſuppoſe, that 
| the 
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the French Monarchy, after it has ſcorched others, will 
itſelf conſume by doing fo; it's fire, and that which 
is the fuel that maintains it, waſting inſenſibly; till 
it be exhauſted at laſt towards the end of this century, 
as the Spaniſh Monarchy did before, towards the end 
of the ſixteenth age. And if we do now heartily 
and unanimouſly enter upon a war againſt France, 
with the aſſiſtance of allies, and be bur vigorous and 
faithful in the proſecution of it, ſecuring the ſource 
of money and treaſure in the heart of America, and 
bringing the war into the bowels of a nation, where 
a young monarch is hardly eſtabliſhed : I ſay, if we 
do this, without loſing our opportunities, our peace 
and ſecurity may yet be lengthened out. Whereas 
if we ſuffer ves to be lulled aſleep at this time, 
we may have cauſe to lament our not having impro- 
ved our ſeaſon. But ſeeing I am not called to give 
my advice one way or other, I ſhall leave the deter- 
mination of ſuch weighty matters to the wiſdom of 
national councils, However as my duty is to pray for 
direction unto theſe, ſo I earneſtly wiſh, that there 
may be nothing to ſtop the regular and ſecure proce- 
dure of public matters in this critical juncture ; upon 
the wiſe improvement of which our future ſtability 
and peace does ſo much depend. And now after all 
this, I defire ye may conſult a book I formerly pub- 
liſhed, called the Rod or the Sword, or the preſent Di- 
lemma of theſe Nations. For ye will there ſee more 
fully my thoughts of our times, and how the moral 
reaſons given there, taken from the pet of our age, 
though preached in 1692, and publiſhed the year 
following, do exactly agree with my preſent Apo- 
calyptical thoughts. * | = DI | 
| One thing only I ſhall further take notice of 
here, upon the occaſion of the King of Spain's death ; 
that God ſeems to mark out great things ſometimes © 
by very minute ones, ſuch as Names, E. G. as the 
Spaniſh Monarchy began with Charles the 51, (as = 
Bac; * 
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the Auſtrian family) ſo it has now expired in one of 
the fame name: which I the rather obſerve, becauſe 


of many inſtances of the ſame kind. Of which num- 


ber take theſe following : Darius the Mede, as Daniel 
calls him (though Xenophon calls him Cyaxares) the 
Uncle of Cyrus, was the firſt Medo-Perſian Monareh, 
after the deſtruction of the Babylonian ; and Darius 
Codomannus was the laſt. Ptolemeus Lagi began the 
Ezyptian kingdom after Alexander's death, and Plolo- 
mens Dionyſius was the laſt of that race. Auguſtus 
fixed the Roman Empire; and it ended in 2 
The Eaſtern Roman Empire was erected by Conftan- 
tine the Great, and expired with Conſtantine Paleologus. 
The Scots race came into England in a James, and has 
gone out again in anotber of that name. And whe- 
ther William, the Third King of England of that name, 
as well as the Third William Prince of Orange, be likely 
to be the laſt both theſe ways, is left to future time to 
unriddle, Only I pray that God may long preſerve 
him, and us by him: And may he live to be a fur- 
ther ſcourge to France, and a terror to Romaniſts. 
But 2. to proceed with my other conjectures re- 
lating to the remaining Vials: I do further ſuppoſe 
that 
The 5 Vial, ver. 10, 11. which is to be poured out 
on the ſeat of the Beaſt, or the dominions that more 
immediately belong to, and depend upon the Roman 
See ; that, I fay, this judgment will probably begin 
about the year 1794, and expire about A. C. 1848; 
ſo that the duration of it upon this ſuppoſition, will 
be for the ſpace of 54 years. For 1 do ſuppoſe, that 
ſeeing the Pope received the title of Supreme Biſhop 
no ſooner than An. 606, he cannot be ſuppoſed to 
have any Vial poured upon his ſeat immediately (fo 
as to ruin his authority ſo ſignally as this judgment 
muſt be ſuppoſed to do) until the year 1848, which 
is the date of the 1260 years in prophetical account, 
when they are reckoned from An. 606. But yet we 
: H 2 . are 
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are not to imagine that this Vial will totally deſtray 
tbe Papacy (though it will exceedingly weaken it) for 
we find this ſtill in being and alive, when the next 
Vial is poured our. 1 | 
The 6 Vial, ver. 12, Sc. will be poured out 
upon the Mabometan Anlichriſt, as the former on 
the Papacy. And ſeeing the 6 Trumpet brought the 
Turks from beyond Euphrates, from croſſing which 
river they date their riſe : this 6 Vial dries up their 
waves, and exhauſts their power, as the means and 
way to prepare and diſpoſe the Eaſtern Kings and 


kingdom to renounce their beatheniſb and Mabome- 


tan errors, in order to their receiving and embracing 


 Chriftianity. 


For | think this is the native import of the Text, 


and not that the Jes are to be underſtood under this 


denomination of the Kings of the Eaſt; which is 
ſuch an odd ſtraining of it to ferve a turn, as I cannot 
admit of. Now ſeeing this Vial is to deſtroy the 
Turks, we hear of three unclean ſpirits like frogs or 
toads, that were ſent out by Satan and the remains of 
the polity and Church of Rome, called the Beaſt and the 
Falſe Prophet, in order to inſinuate upon the Eaſtern 
nations, upon their deſerting Mahometi/m, to fall in 
with their idolatrous and ſpurious Chriſtianity, rather 
than with the true Reformed doctrine. And theſe 


meſſengers ſhall be ſo ſucceſsful as to draw theſe 


Eaftern Kings and their ſubjects, and with them the 


| greateſt part of mankind, to take part with them. 


So that by the aſſiſtance of theſe their agents and mi/- 
fionaries they ſhall engage the whole world, in ſome 


manner, to join with them in rooting out the Saints. 


(And here in a parentheſis Chriſt gives a watchword 


to his ſervants to be upon their guard in this hour of 
trial, ver. 15.) But when the Pope has got himſelf at 


the head of this vaſt army, and has brought them to 


the place of battle, called, Armageddon (i. e. the 


place where there will be a moſt diabolical, W 


1 «as pe 
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and powerful con/piracy againſt Chriſt's followers; 
then immediately doth the ſeventh Angel pour out 
his Vaal, to their ruin and deſtruction. 

The 7 Vial therefore being poured out on the 
air, ver. 17. brings down thunder, lightning, hail 
and forms ; which together with a terrible earth- 
quake deſtroys all the Antichriftian nations, and par- 
ticularly Rome, or myſtical Babylon. And as Chriſt 
concluded his ſufferings on the croſs with this voice, 
It is finiſhed ; ſo the Church's ſufferings are con- 
cluded with a voice out of the Temple of Heaven and 
from the throne of God and Chriſt there, ſaying, It 7s 
done. And therefore with this doth the Seſſed Mil- 
lennium of Chriffs ſpiritual reign on earth begin; 
of which, and what may be ſuppoſed to follow, we 
took ſome notice above. 

Now ſeeing theſe two Vials are, as it were, one 
continued, the firſt running into the ſecond, and the 
ſecond compleating the firſt ; the one giving us an 
account of the Beaſ's preparations for warring 
againſt the ſaints, and the other ſhewing the event of 
the whole: there is no need to give you any conjec- 
tures about the conclufion of the 6 Vial, or the be- 
ginning of the Ja; only you may obſerve, that 
the i of theſe will probably take up moſt of the 
time between the year 1848, and the year 2000; 
becauſe ſuch long meſſages and intrigues (beſides the 
time ſpent before in'deſtroying the Turkifh Empire) 
and preparations for ſo univerſal a war, muſt needs 
take up a great many years: whereas our bleſſed 
Lord ſeems to tell us, that the deſtruction of all 
thoſe his enemies will be accompliſhed ſpeedily, 
and in a little time, in compariſon of the other Vial. 
Suppoſing then that the Turkis Monarchy ſhould be 
totally deſtroyed berween 1848, and 1909, we may 
juſtly aſſign 70 or 80 years longer to the end of the 
6 Seal, and but 20 or 30 at moſt to the laſt, Now 
— wrt 
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Papal Antichriſt will be, we may gueſs by that re- 
preſentation of it, ch. 14. 19, 20, where it is ſet 
forth under the emblem and charatter of the great 
Tine-preſs of the wrath of God (which can refer to 
nothing properly but the event of the 7 Vial, as I 
might ſhew at large had I time.) Now this wine- 
preſs is ſaid to be trodden without the city (viz. of 
Jeruſalem or the Church, ſeeing this is called the 
City, in ſcripture ſtile, as Rome is called the Great 
City) in Armageddon, Rev. 16. 16. which may bear 
alluſion to the Valley of Deciſion, Joel 3. 2, 12, 14. 
However the greatneſs of this ſlaughter appears in 
this, that the blood is repreſented to flow in ſuch a 
current as to reach even to the hor/e bridles, viz. of 
the ſervants of God, imployed in this execution : for 
without doubt this relates to what we have, chap. 19. 
14. which I beſcech you to compare with this place. 
For ye will find that à large account is given of the 
Fall of Babylon, chap. 18. and of the triumph of the 
Church upon her final victory over this enemy, chap. 
19.1, &c. And apes other things ſpoken of re- 
lating to the battle and victory obtained at Arma- 
geddon, ye have this account of the General and his 
viclorious army, v. II, Sc. And I ſaw Heaven 
opened, and behold, a white horſe, and he that ſat on 
him was called Faithful and True, —and he was 
clothed with a veſture dipt in blood, and his name is 
called the Word of God. And the armies which 
were in Heaven followed him upon white horſes, 
And he treaded the wine-preſs of the fierceneſs and 
wrath of God. And I ſaw the Beaſt and the kings 
of the earth and their armies gathered together 10 
fght with him that ſat on the horſe, and againſt his 
army. And the Beaſt and the Falſe Prophet were 
taken, —and both were caſt alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimſtone. And the remnant were 
Hain with the ſword of him that ſat upon the hor/e, 
hich ſword proceeded out of his mouth ; and of the 
POT : owls 
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freels were filled with their fleſh. And now to re- 
turn to the reprefentation of this ſlaughter by the 
winepreſs of blood, chap. 14. 20. it is further ſaid of 
It, that it flowed to the height of the borſe-bridles, 
for the ſpace or extent of 1600 furlongs. So that 
Armageddon (gems to be denoted here, in the extent 
of it, as the field of battle, which is now turned into 
a field of blood. Now what place can we imagine 
to be ſo properly meant by this as the territory of 
the See of Rome in Italy, which (as Mr. 7o/epb 
Mede, who firſt made this obſervation, ſays) from 
the city of Rome to the furthermoſt mouth of the 
river Po and the marſhes of Verona, is extended the 
ſpace of 200 Italian miles, that is exactly 1600 fur- 
longs; the Italian mile conſiſting of 8 furlongs. 
Now the Hebrew word Armageddon or Harma- 
geddon may be juſtly derived from mW which 
ſignifies both a nalediction or anathema, and a de- 
ftruftion or ſlaughter, and YN, or more fully pms 
which ſignifies az army or their army. So that both 
the anathema's darted againſt the ſaints by the Ro- 
maniſts, and their armies made uſe of againſt them 
(all which proceeded from Rome Papal) may be here 
alluded to, in the expiration of both their eccleſiaſtie 
cal and temporal intereſt, So that this conjecture 
upon the name does confirm that other of Mr. Mede, 
that the Stata Della Chiz/a, or the territory and 
poſſeſſion of 17aly belonging to the See of Rome, is 

the place called Armageddon, where the final deſtruc- 
tion of Antichriſtianiſm will be. 

And now,. my friends, I have fulfilled my pro- 
miſe to you, in giving you not only a re/olution of the 
grand Apocalyptical queſtion, hen the Papacy began, 
and when we may ſup bſe it will end: but ſome conſi- 
derable improvement of it, with reſpect to the know- 
ledge not only of 7imes paſt, but that particular pe- 
riod we are now under, together with conjectures (and 
ſome of them I am ſure new and uncommon) abour 

future 
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' Future time. By all which I hope I have given the 
world ſuch a key to unlock all the chambers of the 
book of the Revelation, as I hope I may venture to 
ſay (if conſidered and uſed impartially, judiciouſly, 
and diligently) will be found to give ſome new 
light to us, in our mental journey through the mazes 
and turnings and dark paſſages thereof. And had I 
not been ſo confined, as ye may ſee I have been, I 
might have cleared a great many other dark things 
in this prophecy. Bur, ſecing I could not neglect 
this opportunity of preſenting theſe thoughts to the 
world, as a New-Year and New Age's Gift at once, 
I do therefore hope ye will the more eaſily excuſe 
what may ſeem dark or defective in this diſcourſe, 
as conſidering how much I am ſtraitened, not only 
as to the limits of paper that I muſt keep to, but of | 
time alſo. | 
Now, ſeeing I have already given you a 7beoretical 
improvement of the queſtion I have preſented you with 
a refolution of, all that remains is to bring you 
from /peculations and nottons 10 practice, that your | 
thoughts may be ſo ſeaſoned with a ſerious and deep 
- ſenſe of your duty and intereſt, that ye may get ad- 
vantage both by the peruſal of my preceding Apocalyp- 
tical Meditations, and the following diſcourſes : That 
after ye have conſidered the duty of improving your 
time (which, together with ſome other things I am 
now to treat of) ye may make application to your- 
ſelves of what I have ſaid concerning God's dwelling 
with men upon the earth, ſo as ye yourſelves may become 
temples of the living God; ſeeing God hath * pro- 
6.16. miſed this privilege to all true Chriſtians, ſaying, [ 
will dwell im them and walk in them, and 1 will be tbeir 
8 God, and they ſhall be my people. And when ye have 
thus applied to yourſelves the firſt of the following 
diſcourſes, I hope ye will not reckon it loſt time to 
confider what I have ſaid as to the miniferial work, 


eſpecially the appiication, as to that part of it at leaft, 
| which 
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which does immediately relate to you and all Chriſ- 
tians, as well as Miniſters; that this way ye may 
learn to join in with Chriſt's ordinances for the fu- 
ture, with greater ſeriouſneſs, and in order to further 
od than perhaps any of us have yet attained to do. 
And when ye have improved this way alſo by the pe- 
ruſal of the /econd diſcourſe, let me deſire you to read 
the laſt concluding one, with ſerious meditation, in 
order to ſee the connexion and deſign of the whole. 
For though it be ſhort, yet it contains much in little, 
and may be of uſe to introduce your minds to ſome 
further and more diſtinct apprehenſion of our Holy 
Religion, as it centers in Feſus Chriſt. And when ye 
have thus peruſed and conſidered both this and the 
following diſcourſes, I am willing ye think as meanly 
of both me and them as ye pleaſe, upon condition 
that ye may this way value the Holy Scriptures more. 
For, as my deſign, in all my pertormances of this 
kind, is to dig my materials from the fruitful and 
rich mines of this divine depoſitum and ſacred trea- 
ſure ; ſo I have no other end than to lead you in 
there alſo, that ye may be more and more enriched 
with the /aving knowledge of the truth as it is in Feſus. 
In order to this, therefore, | 
Let me in the 2d place ſuggeſt ſomething here, 
by way of a praclicul improvement of what I have ſaid 
above, eſpecially as to that part of our diſcourſe 
which I was laſt upon, relating to the Apocalyptical 
times and periods, with the tranſaQtions of the ſame, 
in as far as they concern us. And what I have to ſay 
here I ſhall propoſe by way of «&/ervations, which 
may be of ſome u/e, J hope, both to regn/ate our 
thoughts and actions, while we live in this world, in 
relation to the concerns of the Church of God. ; 
The (1) O#/ervation is, That it may juſtly be 
looked upon as an eminent confirmation of the truth of 
Chrifttanity, that ſo wonderful an account ſhould be gow. 
5 I 0 
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of the ſranſactious of the world, fo long before they cam 
to paſs. | | 
I.!hhe verity of our Holy Religion is proved from 
two things principally, 28. Miracles and Prophecy: 
and both theſe arguments have been excellently im- 
proved by learned men. But yet, as the i of theſe 
was perhaps the principal and moſt convincing /opic 
to thoſe that lived in our Saviour's days; fo I look. 
upon the /econd to be the moſt conſiderable to thoſe 
that live in after ages. Nay we find that Chriſt him- 
ſelf did not lay the foundation of the belief of his NA 
fion on Miracles alone, but ſeemed to build the faith 
of his Diſciples chiefly on the Old Teflament prophe- 
cies; as he did to the 1wo Diſciples going 10 Emaus, 
Luke 24. 27, &c. And J ſuppoſe, it is too plain to 
need any proof, that the Apo/les did ever inſiſt upon 
the prophecies of the Old Teſtament, more than either 
upon Chriſt's miracles or their own, in order thence 
to demonſtrate that Chriſt was the Meſſias. For he 
teſtimony of Feſus is the ſpirit of prophecy, Rev. 19. 10. 
i. e. (as I underſtand the words) the /pirit of prophecy 
zs the great landing evidence and teſtimony. of the Divinity 
of Chriſt, and of the verity of his word. And therefore 
(as the Angel argues with John] he only is to be wor- 
ſhipped who is truly God, and who infpires his ſer- 
vants with the gift of knowing things to come. 
It has therefore been the work of learned men. 
in all ages to prove that Chriſt was the iue Maſſiac, 
and confequently that his in{l:1ution of Religion was 
truly Divine; by ſhewing how punctually the O74 
Teftament prophecies were {ulfilled in him. But I am 
much miſtaken, if an impartial conſiderer of the 
New Teſtament prophecies may not find ſome things 
that do almoſt as plainly characterize ſeveral later 
events, as the antient prophecies did the former. And 
of this, let what I have ſaid of Fe 6th and 71b Seal, 
and 5th and 6th Trumpet, and of the Slaughter of the 
| Hilueſſes, 
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i/:tneſſes, be taken as inſtances. Or if this will nor 

be allowed, let it be conſidered, that we ſee the full 
completion of the Old Teſtament prophecies relating 
to the erection of Chrittianity, whereas we ſee not the 
entire fulfilling of the Apocalyptical ones. Therefore 
we muſt make allowance for the different repreſen- 
tation of the one and the other of theſe. For they 
only that ſhall live after the great battle of Armaged- 
don is over, can ſee the exact fulfilling of this pro- 
phecy in the deſtruction of Antichriſt, with the lame 
advantage they fee alto the fulfilling of Daniel's vi- 
ſions with reſpect to the coming of the Meſſiah and 
kis death. We therefore now have no more advan- 
tage, as to time, in explaining and underſtanding 

this latter event, than the Ferws had as to the firſt, 
who lived in the days of the Maccabees, while Daniel's 
Weeks of Years were running out. And I queſtion 
if they then did underſtand the periods of time they 
were under, more clearly, if at all fo diſtinctly, as 
we do the times that have paſt ever the Chriſtian 
Church, and that part of time we are now under. 
Therefore I ſay we have great reaſon to thank God, 
that ſo much of this book is already made ſo clear to 
us, as to prove confirming thus far to our faith. For 
whatever differences have been among the moſt emi- 
nent interpreters of this book, as to particular cal- 
culations and accommodations of things; yet they 
have all of them agreed in the main foundations of 
the interpretation thereof, which I have built upon, 
(excepting Grolius and Hammond, whole hy pol beſic 
has had few followers, and will have fewer) as Doctor 
Creſſener has irrefragably proved in his book, intitu- 
led, A Demonſ/tratzon of the Firjt Principles of the Pro- 
teſtant Applications of the Apocalypſe. So that there 
are two things almoſt equally ſtrange to me, that the 
Fews ſhould own the verity of the Old Teſtament and 
particularly of Daniel's prophecy, and not lee that the 
Meſſias is come; and that the Papiſts ſhould * 
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the Divinity of the New Teſtament, and particularly 
of the Revelation, and not ſee that their Church is 
Antichriſtian. But while I admire the wilful ſtupi- 
dity of both theſe parties, I cannot but admire allo 
the wiſdom of God in makiny uſe of both theſe in 
his providence to confirm to us the verity of Chriſti- 
anity, in propheſying both of the one and the other 
ſo long before, and in continuing them to this day as 
ſtanding monuments of the Divinity both of the Old 
and New Teſtament. But beſides this, there is 
A (24) &b/eroalion, that may be of great uſe to 
us this way alſo, is, That this book repreſents io us, as 
in a ſmall but exact map, the fleadineſs and exatineſs 
of Providence, and Chriſt's Government of the World. 
For here we fee the various and ſeemingly con- 
fuſed events of Providence ſo exactly methodized, ag 
to make up one uniform and noble piece: the 
ſeeming diſcords and jarring ſounds of things, being 
ſo diſpoled by infinite wiſdom, as. to make up one 
perfect harmony. Here Piely and Wickedneſs, Angels 
and Devils, the Church and Antichriſt, act various and 
contrary parts: And yet Chriſt makes uſe of all for 
noble purpoſes, and carries all on for one great end. 
And now, as in other reſpefts, ſo in this, we 
may take notice of the perfection of the Holy Scripture ; 
that what is wanting in h:/tory is made up in prophecy, 
which in ſome ſenſe is hiſtory alſo. For if hiſtory, 
in the general notion of it, be an account or relation of 
the actions of men in the world, prophecy is no leſs a ſpe- 
cies of this than that to which the name is moſt com- 
monly appropriated, For as that is a relation of 
things paſt, prophecy is an account of things to 
come. Now as Daniel makes up the hiatus or defect 
of the hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, ſo the Revelation 
of John ſupplies that of the New, by leading us down 
from Chriſt's firſt to his ſecond coming. 
| And here let me obſerve, that theſe two books 
give us the exact plan of a Divine Hiſtory, which 
| never 
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never yet was given: the only Eſſay towards ſome- 
thing of this kind, that I know of, having been 
given by a“ near and dear friend of mine. For tho' 
there have been many Eccleſiaſtical as well as Civil 
Hiſtories written, yet none of theſe run in the ſtrain 
of Scripture-Hiſtory, where all matters of fact are 
related not ſo much in a reference to men as in rela- 
tion to God, and his providence in governing the 
world. 

A (3d) obſervalion is this; 7. hat we may now, after 
what I have ſaid, a//ain to a diſtin#? view of what part 
of this prophecy is paſt, and what remains yet to be ful- 
filled. 

Of this I ſhall ſay nothing directly at this time: 
ſeeing the preceding ſcheme I have given of the 
Apocalyptical periods may, I humbly hope, afford 
you a ſufficient thread to regulate and fix your 
thoughts and meditations in relation to this ſubject; 
only I ſhall hint ſome things to you, that are deduci- 
ble from what I have already ſaid this way. 

Therefore, 1. let me adviſe you not to ſuffer 
yourſelves to be deluded with the ſpecious or confi- 
dent pretences of ſome men, when they go about to 
impoſe not only upon themſelves, but upon the world, 
by their notions relating to the ſudden Coming of 
Chriſt to judge the world, or to the ſpeedy defiruc- 
tion of the Papacy. I love to expoſe no man's weak- 
neſſes, and 1 perfectly abhor the way that of. late is 
become modith, to rip up and publith perſonal fail- 
ings. And theretore I ſhall neither trample upon 
the graves of the dead, nor affront the living: as re- 
membering that we do all know in part and propheſy 
in part only. But, without detracting from others, 
] do in faithfulneſs and love deſire ye may not ſuffer 


yourſelves to be impoſed upon by a vain imagination 
that 


* My father in his third part of the fulfilling of Scripture, called, Scripture 
Truth confirm. d and cleared, by ſome eminent appearances of Ged for his Church, 
under the New T. Hament. 
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that the end of things is ſo near, as ſome both of old 
and of late have pretended to foreſee. For, trom the 
ſcheme I have given you, ye may eaſily ſee, that 
there are many and great events to fall out before the 
Anal fall of Antichriſtianiſm, and more before the 
conſummation of all things. 

And 2. as I would not have you to ſuffer your 
bope to carry you too far, ſo neither your fear. For 
as the warm imagination of ſome men has repre- 
ſented io them the Fall of Antichriſt and the Day of 
Judgmeat ſo near, that theſe muſt happen in their 
times; fo the melancholy and fear of others has ſo 
far wrought upon them, that they have fancied the 
great ſlaughter of the witnelles | 1s yet to come. And 
of both theſe forts of men this obſervation will be 
found generally to be true; that thole over whole 
reaſon fancy and imagination has the aſcendant (whe- 
ther it be an airy or ſprightly, or a dull and melan- 
choly one) have ſtill limited great events to their 
own time, and moſt commonly to a very few years, 
But I am much miſtaken if I have not proved, that 
the univerſal ſlaughter of the witneſſes is already 
paſt: though, at the ſame time, I do readily grant 
that there is juſt ground to fear that we are near ſome 
very trying judgments, of ſome years continuance, 
But I have ſaid enough of this above, and therefore 
Mall add no raose here. 

But 3. fecing I have touched but ſlightly upon the 
Millennium, or the thouſand years reign of the ſaints 
on earth; I ſhall deſire you to think a little further on 
this, as che greateſt event that is to happen before 
the end of the world. 

I dare not indeed expatiate upon this vaſt ſub- 
ze ; only I ſhall ſuggeſt a few things concerning it. 
The I/ is, that this is to begin immediately after 
the total and final deſtruction of Rome Papal, in or 
about the year 2000; and that therefore Chriſt him- 
lelf will have the baer of deſtroying that formida- 
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ble enemy, by a new and remarkable appearance of 
himſelf, as I ſaid above. But, 2. we muſt not ima- 
gine that this appearance of Chriſt will be a perſonal 
one, no more than his appearance in the deſtruction 
of the Fes by Veſpaſian and Titus was ſuch: for 


tbe beavens muſt retain him, until the great and laſt day . at 


of the conſummation or reſtitution of all things. 3. Yet 
we mult have a care of confounding this ienary 
peaceful State of the Church, with the Day of Fudgment : 
ſceing nothing is more plainly diſtinguilhed than 
theſe are in the 20/þ chapter of the Revelation; 
where it is told us, That after the thouſand years are 
expired, Satau ball be again let looſe, and men ſhall 
apeſtatize almoſt univerſally from Chriſt, and make war, 

againſt the Saints; and that after the deſtruction of 
thoſe enemies, the Day of Judgment ſhall commence. 
And therefore, 4. we are not to imagine that the 
millenary reign of the Saints hall be free from all 
mixture of hypocriſy and wicked men, or from fin 
and trouble: ſeeing the ſudden and general Apoſ- 
tacy that follows that period is a demonſtration, that 
all were not {/rael that teigned themſelves to be of it, 
and wanted therefore only an opportunity to ſhake 
off the Church's yoke. Nay, the expiration of that 
period ſhews, that long peace and proſperity mulb 
have corrupted the Church itſelf; elle it cannot be 
conceived to be conſiſtent with the equity and good - 
neſs of God to ſuffer her enemies to go ſo near to the 
total extirpation of his own profeſſing people. 

Thefe things 1 have hinted thus, becaule I have 
no time or room to inſiſt upon them as the fulyect 
does require. But I do the more readily paſs them 
now, becauſe a * late learned author has materially 
conſidered them, at leaſt the three laſt of them: 
wherein he has very much confirmed my apocaly p- 

tical 


* Dr, /#hithy's Treatiſe of the Millennium, added to his Paraphraſe an4 
Comment on the Epiſtles. 
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tical thoughts, which ſeveral years ago I had entet- 
tained upon this head. 

And the ſame “ author has prevented my in- 
quiry concerning the call of the Ferws, and their 
National Converſion to Chriſtianity : for, as I took 
notice before, I could never fall in with the ſtrained 
interpretation of Rev. 16. v. 12, as if by the Kings 
of the Eaſt the Fews were to be underſtood, and 
that conſequently their full Converſion was to be 
under the 6 Vial. Therefore after various thoughts 
upon this head, being ſatisfied that the Jets were to 
be converted, and that this great event could not be 
wholly left out in the Revelation, I did at laſt con- 
clude that this muſt not be (whatever particular con- 
verſions of ſome part of them might happen) until 

| - the final deſtruction of the Popith party ; whoſe 1do- 

Jatry, villanies, lies and legends, and bloody temper, 

is the chief thing that prejudices them againſt Chriſ- 

rianity. So that I did at length conclude, that the 

reſurrection or revival of the antient Jewiſh Church 

is underſtood by the reſurrection of the Martyrs, 

chap. 20. v. 4, who being thus added to the true 

Reformed Chriſtian Church, and making up one 

body with thoſe gentle believers, in e fulneſs or 

dee Non. Tipened ſtate of the Gentile Church, ſhall be to them 
11. 15,25, as lie from the dead, | 

One notion only I crave leave to add to thoſe 
of the above-cited author on theſe heads, v2. that I 
look upon the Millenary State to be the moſt emi- 
nent and illuſtrious time of the Chrifocraty, (I hope 

none will rejett the word, though it be new, ſeeing 
it is fo expreſſive of the thing) wherein Chriſt will 
revive, but in a more ſpiritual and excellent way, the 
antient Theocraty of the Fews. For as under 
Mofes, the judges and kings of Judah, God acted as 
king 


* The ſame avthor, id. and on the 121th of the Romans. and in the 
Atpenadix to the lane, 
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King of the Fews (or Chriſt rather in a more peculiar 
and immediate ſenſe, as I may perhaps have an oc- 
caſion afterwards to prove to the world) ſo I do ex- 
pect, that after God has delivered his Chriſtian 
Church from ſpiritual Egypt, and deftroyed his 
enemies in the Red Sea of their own blood ; he will 
once more exert his power and authority, and our 
bleſſed Redecmer will reign as king of his people, 
not indeed in ſuch a pompous way as among the Jets 
of old {for John ſaw no temple in the New Feru/a- 
lem, Rev. 21. 22, but in a way adapted to the New 
Teſtament Diſpenſation, and more immediately pre- 
parative unto, and typical of the ſtate of glory in 
Heaven, after the day of judgment is over. 

And now that I am upon this great prophetical 
event, I cannot forbear to give you a new conjecture 
upon the 7aſt numbers of Daniel, For his 70 weeks 
of years, chap. 9. 24. are already remarkably elapſed 
in the incarnation and death of our Redeemer. And 
the number of 2000 days, chap. 8, are plainly to be 
interpreted of the time of Autiochus Epiphanes his 
profanation of the ſanctuary: for as it is reſtricted to 
that ſhort period, as is plain to any that will atten- 
tively conſider the words themſelves, ver. 9, 10, II, 
T2, 13, 14, eſpecially if compared with ver. 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, ſo the Spirit of God, by deſigning 
this period by the title of vw34eroy, or a period of 
evenings-mornings, i. e. natural days, does plainly 
aſſure us that we are not to interpret theſe days pro- 
phetically for years, as we are allowed to do the 70 
weeks and other numbers. To return therefore to 
the laſt numbers of Daniel, there are two diſtindt 
periods of time, as I rake them to be (though all 
other interpreters. go another way) to be found in his 
12h chapter. The 1/ is of a lime, times and a 
half, or three years and a half, ver. J, 1. e. 1290 pro- 
phetical days, or years, as Daniel himſelf has it ex- 
plained to him, ver. 11. This therefore is the ſame 
| K period 
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period of time that ohn borrows from Daniel, and 
accommodates to the duration of Rome Papal ; except- 
ing that there is the difference of 30 days, or ycars; 
only that era of this period in Daniel, is vaſtly different 
from that of ohn: for, as to the /atter, we have ſeen 
it already; but as to the former, Daniel fixes it at 
the ſcattering of the holy people, or the Fewiſh Na- 
tion, ver. 7. and at the taking away the daily ſacri- 
fice, and the ſetting up of the abomination that maketh 
deſolate, v.11, Now our Saviour, who was cer- 
tainly the beſt expoſitor of his own word, explains 
this abomination that maketh deſolate, and which 
was to pollute and ruin the ſanctuary, to be nothing 
elſe but the idolatrous and deſolating Roman army; 
as we ſee by comparing Mat, 24. 15, with Luke 
21. 20, 21. The epocha therefore of the time, times 
and a half in Danzel, or his 1290 years, muſt be the 
year 70 from the birth of our Saviour, when Feruſa- 
lem was taken, if we ſhould conſider the beginning 
of the ſetting up the abomination that maketh deſo- 
late. But ſeeing the æra of this number is not the 
beginning of the conqueſt of the Fervs, but the com- 
pleat ſcattering of that nation, or the accompliſhing 
the ſcattering of the power of the holy people, as the 
words are, ver. 7, and the full ſetting up of the abo- 
mination that maketh deſolate, ver. 11, which was 
not done till Hadrian's time; who fully conquered 
the Jews, and built a city near the ruins of Feruſa- 
dem, which he called Ælia, building at the ſame 
time a temple to Jupiter, on the ground where the 
temple had Rood, and engraving over the gate of 
this new City the figure of a ſwine in deriſion of the 
Fews. Now this work was finiſhed in or about the 
year 135. From whence the period of 1290 years 
lcads us down to A. C. 1425. which, in prophetical 
reckoning, is the year 1407. About which time the 
Papal power was at its utmoſt elevation ; for after 
this time the Haſſites, Albigenſes, Wicklifites. Mal- 

genſes, 
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maniſts, until they were, in a manner, totally ext ir- 
ee before another century had well nigh run out. 

ow this diſmal period expires about this time; and 
then there follows the 24 period of 1335 days or 
years, ver. 12, which being calculated from the year 
1407, terminates An, Dom. 2742, i. e. 2722 of pro- 
phetical reckoning : which therefore includes the 
begun downfal of the Papacy under the 7 YVials ; and 
the final accompliſhment thereof atterwards, together 
with the greateſt part of the Millennium, and con- 
ſequently the great Conver/ion of the Fewiſh Nation 
during that period. And perhaps the begun apoſ- 
tacy of Fewihh and Gentile Chriſtians (which is to 
iſſue in an univerſal war againſt the ſaints, upon the 
expiration of the Millennium) may begin about that 
year 2722. 

And now, that I have come again upon pro- 
phetical, numbers, I ſhall venture to digrels a little 
more ſtill, in giving you ſome further illuſtration of 
theſe two great periods, from the 144% chapter of 
the Revelations, Of which take theſe few hints at 
this time. In the % Place then, ye have a deſcrip- 
tion of Chriſt's followers adhering to him, during the 
reign and rage of Antichriſt, from v. 1, to v..5, in- 
cluſive: which muſt therefore reach down from 
An. 606, or 758 rather, to An. 1517. After which 
we have the begun revival of the Church of Chriſt 
repreſented in the 2d Place, by the teſtimonies of the 
three angels, fucceeding one another. The 1 An- 
gel has a commiſſion to preach the goſpel purely to 
all nations, v. 6, 7, which muſt therefore begin with 
the preaching of Zuinglius and Luther ; and does 
include, I humbly ſuppole, the periods of the four 
firſt Vials. The 2 Angel follows, v. 8, and proclaims 
the fall of Babylon, or the Papacy ; and muſt there- 
fore be ſynchronical with the 575 Val, being poured 


out upon the ſeat of the Beaſt. The 3 Augel. gives 
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men warning, that they ſhould not join with the 
Beaſt, and denounceth ſevere judgments againſt 
them that ſhall be found to do ſo, v. 10, &c. Which 
therefore relates to the laſt part of the time of the 
67h Vial, when the unclean ſpirits go forth to inſi- 
nuate into the nations, in order to engage them to 
make war againſt the ſaints, chap. 16. ver. 13, 14, 
I5, 16. Now after all theſe things, we have in the 
3d Place, a typical or emblematical account of the 
deliverance of the Church, and of the deſtruction of 
the bloody perſecuting Antichriſtian party. There- 
fore we have 1. The emblem of an harveſt; which 
feems immediately to relate to Chriſt's gathering 
his Church into a happy ſtate, v. 14, 15, 16. And 
then 2. We have the repreſentation of the final de- 
ſtruction of the Popi Party, under the emblem of a 
Vintage : wherein the bloody cluſters of the ſeveral 
Popiſh Fraternities and Communities are to be bruiſed 
and ſqueezed to death in the wine-pre/s of God's 
wrath, v. 17—20. But I have ſpoken already to 
this great period of time above, which iſſues in the 
bleſſed Millennium; and therefore I ſhall ſay no more 
to it at this time. 

Only there is one thing that falls in my way 
here, which ought not to be paſſed over in ſilence; 
and that is, to what period we are to refer the happy 
ſtate of the Nero Jeruſalem, chap. 21, and of the 
bleſſed River and Tree of Life, chap. 22. For ] find 
interpreters at a mighty loſs this way, whether theſe 
relate to the Millennium or Heaven 11/clf, after the day 
of Judgment is paſt. And indeed there are ſome 
things that ſeem inconſiſtent with either of theſe 
ſtates. For what is ſaid of the Nations flocking into 
this new flate and walking in the lizht of it, and of the 
Kings of the earth that they fhall bring in their glory and 
honour to the Church, chap. 21. 24, 25, 26. ſeems 
not to agree with the notion the Scripture gives us of 
the ſtate of the glorified in the Higher Heaven, after 
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the Reſurrection ; but does exactly ſuit with the 
peaceful reign of the Saints, when 7eru/alem or the 
Church ſhall be exalted above the nations, who ſhall 
all run in to her. And yet upon the other hand, 
there are things alſo that ſeem to be too great even 
for the bleſſed Millennium, as we have given the no- 
tion of it above. Such is the account of the perfec- 
tion of this ſtate, hat it will be exempted from all 

death, ſorrow, crying, and pain, chap. 21. 4. And 
yet as the former expreſſions may be adapted to the 
ſtate of the Church triumphant in Heaven, in a ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe, fo theſe laſt expreſſions may be made 
to ſuit alſo with the ſtate of the Church on earth du- 
ring the Millennium in a comparative ſenſe, 7. e. if 
conſidered with refpect to the preceding afflicted 
condition of Chriſtians. 

Therefore ſeeing this laſt glorious ſcene of affairs 
may be interpreted 1n relation either to the one or 
the other of theſe periods, I conclude that we oughr 
to interpret it of both, viz. of the Millennium in a 
firſt ſenſe, and of the future glory of the Church in 
Heaven, in a /econd and compleat ſenſe. For as I ob- 
ſerved above, that the ſacred prophecies, particu- 
larly that in the 24% chapter of Mathew, and 24 
chapter of the 2d Epiſtle to the Theſſalontans, are to 
be interpreted both in a firſt and ſecond, or ultimate 
fenſe : ſo I do believe we mult of neceſſity underſtand 
the account of the New Heavens and New Earth, 
and of the heavenly Feruſalen 1 in this book. Andit 
this be once ſuppoſed, then it will be eaſy to adjuſt 
the ſeemingly different figures uſed by the Holy Spi- 
rit, in this place: ſeeing the whole is fo contrived, 
that it may correſpond both with the Millenary 
ſtate and the future ſtate of glory; wiz. 140 the 
firſt as au emblem and type of the latter. So that as the 
deſtruction of the ui Nation and Church, is 
given in ſuch words, Mat. 24. as to become this 


way an emblem of che ſinal deſtruction of the world ; 
ſo 
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ſo likewiſe is the Millennium ſo, painted and deſcri- 
bed, Rev. 21. as to be defignedly given as a type of 
the ſtate of the Church triumphant in Heaven, after 
the Day of Judgment is over. 

A (4) ob/ervation from what I ſaid before, is this; 
That our Reformers did not raſbly, but upon juſt grounds, 
deſert the Church of Rome, as Anulichriſlian and Apoſta- 
ticak 

For not to inſiſt upon prophetical indications of 
the Roman Church being indeed the great Antichriſt; 
there are four things that lay a juſt foundation for 
all honeſt men's leaving that intereſt ; viz. 1. Cr 
errors, ſuch as Purgatory, human merils and works of 
ſupererogation, indulgences, tranſubſtantialion, &c. 2. 
Horrid idolatry, in worſhipping Angels, Saints and 
canonized perſons, together with images, ſtatues, 
crucifixes, and a conſecrated. wafer. 3. The pre- 
tended infallibility of the Roman See, in impoſing up- 
on men's conſciences what they pleaſe, and debar- 
ring us from reading the Scriptures ourſelves, or 
making uſe of our own reaſon in the matters of reli- 
gion. And 4. The dreadful tyranny of that party, ſeen 
and felt both in their inhuman cruelties, perſecu- 
tions, - maſſacres, and diabohcal barbarities uſed 
againſt all thoſe that differ from them. For the 
proof of all which things, let Chamierus be conſulted, 
together with Heydegerus de Babylone magna, Turreli- 
nus de neceſſaria Seceſſione ab Eccleſia Romana,; and be- 
ſides innumerable others, S7illingfleet's late pieces 
againſt the Romaniſis; for my time allows me not 
now to enlarge upon any of theſe heads. 

Only, that I may not leave you. without ſome 
ſpecimen of poetry, I ſhall copy out in Engli/þ the 12 
Articles of the Romiſþ Faith, additional to the 12 
Chriſtian ones, which are contained in the Apoſtles 
Creed, as to the ſum and ſubſtance of them. Theſe 
12 additional Ariicles are contained in the famous 
Bull of Pope Pius IV. dated at Rome in the year 1 564, 
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in the Ides of November, and the 57h year of his Pon- 
tificate, which is to be found at the end of the 
printed Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent ; 
where after an enumeration of the primitive Articles, 
beginning with, credo in unum Deum, &c. I believe 
in one God, &c. he proceeds to charge all men that 
would be ſaved, to own and ſwear unto the follow- 
ing Articles alſo ; anathematizing all that do not ſo. 
Theſe begin thus: Apoſtolicas & Ecdleſiaflicas Tradi- 
tones, &c. which take in Engliſh thus. 

1. I doallo (i. e. together with the Articles of 
the Apoſtles Creed) moſt firmly admit and embrace 
the Apoſtolical and Eccleſiaſtical traditions, and all 
other obſervations and conſtitutions of the ſame (i. e. 
the Roman) Church. 

2. I do admit the Sacred Scriptures in the ſame 
ſenſe that holy Mother Church doth ; whoſe buſineſs 
it is to judge of the true ſenſe and interpretation of 
them; which I will receive and interpret according 
to the unanimous conſent of the Fathers. 

3. Ido profeſs and believe, that there are ſeven 
Sacraments of the new Law, truly and properly fo 
called, inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and ne- 
ceſſary to the Salvation of Mankind, though not all 
of them to every perſon. Theſe are Baptiſm, Con- 
firmation, Euchariſt, Penance, Extreme Unction, 
Orders, and Marriage, which do all of them confer 
Grace. And I do believe that of theſe, Baptiſm, 
Confirmation and Orders, may not be repeated with- 
out Sacrilege, I do alſo receive and admit the re- 
ceived and approved Rites of the Catholick (i. e. Ro- 
man) Church, in her ſolemn adminiſtration of the 
above-ſaid Sacraments. 

4. I do receive all and every thing that hath 
been defined and declared by the holy Council of 
Trent concerning Original Sin and Juſtification, 

5. I do profeſs, that in the Maſs there is offer- 
ed to God a true, proper and propitiatory Sacrifice 
2 | 10r 
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for the quick and the dead: and that in the moſt 
holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is truly, 
really, and ſubſtantially, the Body and Blood, toge- 
ther with the Soul and Divinity of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and that there is a Converſion made of the 
whole Subſtance of the Bread into the Body, and of 
the whole Subſtance of the Wine into the Blood; 
which converſion the Catholick Church calls Trar- 
Subſianttation. | | 

6. I confeſs that under ene kind only, whole 
and entire Chriſt, and a true Sacrament, is taken 
and received, 

7. Ido firmly believe that there is a Purgatory, 
and that the Souls kept Priſoners there, do receive 
help by the Suftrages of the Faithful. | 

8. I do likewiſe believe that the Saints reigning 
with Chriit are to be worſhipped and prayed unto, and 
that they do offer Prayers unto God for us, and that 
their Relicks are to be had in veneration. | 
| 9. I do moſt firmly affert, that the Images of 
Chrijt, of the Blaſſed Virgin the Mother of God, and of 
olber Saints, ought to be had and retained, and that 
due honour and veneration ought to be given to them. 

10. I do affirm, that the power of Indulgences 
was left by Chriſt in the Church, and that the uſe of 
them is very beneficial to Chriſtian people. 

11. I do acknowledge the holy Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Roman Church, to be the Mother and 
Miſtreſs of all Churches: And I do promiſe and 
{wear true Obedience to the Biſhop of Rome, the Suc- 
ceſſor of St. Peter, the Prince of the Apoſtles, and 
Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. 

12. I do undoubtedly receive and profeſs all 
other things which have been delivered, defined, and 
declared by the Sacred Canons and Oecumenical 
Councils, and eſpecially by the holy Synod of Trent ; 
and all things contrary thereunto, and all Hereſies 
condemned, rejected and anathematized by the 

| 8 Church 
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Church, Ido likewiſe condemn, reject, and anathe- 
matize. 

Lo here, my friends, ye have a fair proſpect of 
Popery, without any miſrepreſentation, or ſo much 
as comment: for theſe are the words of the Creed 
itſelf, which all Papiſts are obliged to believe and 
profeſs, in order to falvation ; and which all thoſe 
who enter into religious orders do ſolemnly ſwear un- 
to. And therefore it is plain that theſe things are 
not looked upon by the Church of Rame, as diſpu- 
table opinions, but as neceſſary articles of faith: 
and therefore let the author of the Caſe of the Regale 
and Pontificat ſee how he can make good the laſt 
concluding words of his book, which are theſe : Con- 
cors Romane & Refirmate Eccleſig Fides, &c. i. e. 
The faith of the Roman and Reformed Church doth agree, 
or is the ſame, &c. For if theſe things be ſo ſlight 
and trivial to him, that he can (as the Popiſh Galli- 
can Church doth) ſwallow and digeſt all, excepting 
the 11th article; he muſt pardon others, if they con- 
tinue in the faith of the Reformed Church, as that 
which is oppoſite to the Roman Creed, in ſo many 
momentous particular s. 

Nay, let me add one thing further here, as a 
neceſſary conſectary or inference from what I have 
ſaid in relation to this conſideration we are ſtill up- 
on; That, as our Reformers did juſtly ſeparate from the 
Romiſh Church; ſo we have juſt ground alſo to continue 

ſeparated from that Antichriſtian party. 

Let others, under pretence of a dread of what 
they call ſchiſm, run back into Antichriſtian errors 
and herefies. Let them, if they are ſo diſpoſed, for- 
ſake pure Chriſtianity, that they may promote the 

rieſt's power, and adorn their altars with gold and 

Jewels. And let them, in order to inflave men's 
conſciences and bodies both, ſound a retreat to Baby- 
lon again. We, I hope, know our duty better, than 
to run the riſk of damning our fouls, by becoming 

ES runnegados 
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runnegados to that bloody and wicked party, againſt 

whoſe abominations ſo many thouſands of our an- 

ceſtors witneſſed, under racks and torments, at the 

ſtake in "Smithfield and elſewhere. They believed, 

that what they did and ſuffered was in obedience to 

Rev. 15.4, the call of God, /aying, Come out from the Apoſiate 
* Romiſ Church, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
ber fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues : for her 

fins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered 

ber iniquities. And God forbid that any Tempta- 

tion ſhould bring any of us back again to that ſink of 
F all impurities and errors, after we have enjoyed the 
ſunſhine of the goſpel, in it's purity and power, ſo 

long. Therefore, ſeeing we know what intereſt we 
are to keep to, let us be faithful to it, by doing all 

we can for it's ſecurity, eſtabliſhment, and honour. 

And if God call us to ſuffer for it, let us a& as the 
former heroes of the Reformation have done before 

us, that Chriſt may be glorifted, and the Church 
edified by us, whether it be by doing or ſuffering, by 

life or by death. 

The (5) and laft obſervation that J ſhall propoſe 
to your thoughts, as the concluſion of all I have ſaid, 
is this: that though we are not Io live lo ſee the great and 
final deſtruction of the Papacy, the bleſſed Millennium, 
or Chriſt's laſt coming to judge the world: yet ſeeing 
death is the equivalent of all theſe to us, if we be fo 
happy as io get into Paradiſe ; we ought therefore ac- 
cordingly to ſpend and improve our time, that we may 

- partake of the future glory when we go hence. : 

J ſay, death is the equivalent of all theſe things 
to us, if we be fo happy as to get into Paradiſe. For 
then we ſhall get the conqueſt over all Antichriſtian 
enemies, and be with Chriſt in a better ſtate than 
any earthly Millennium can be ſuppoſed to be, wait- 
ing until be come to judge the world, and till we 
appear alſo with him in glory, having reaſſumed our 
then glorious bodies. 3 5 


Improve 
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Improve your time therefore, and all the op- 
portunities and advantages of it, with your utmoſt 
diligence and ſeriouſneſs, as remembering that ye 
are dying and accountable creatures, and that your 
time is given you for this very end, that ye may 
prepare for a better world. 

And now that we ſee the beginning, not only 
of a new year, but of a new age, I muſt give a further 
vent to my zeal and concern for your ſouls good, 
upon this great and practical head, viz. the improve- 
ment of time, with reſpect to the upper world; that 
when I am gone, I may, by what I have ſaid, and 
am about to ſay, continue to ſpeak ſtill to thoſe that 
ſhall ſurvive me, and even (if this diſcourſe laſt fo 
long) to ſucceeding generations alſo. And I ſuppole 
ye will the more readily bear with me in this, when ye 
remember with what unanimity and importunity ye 
deſired me to print a ſermon on this head, which I 
preached on New-year's day, 1699, from P/al. go. 
vv. 12. For. ſceing I was prevented in yielding to 
your deſire then, I ſhall lay hold on this opportunity 
to. make amends, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, for that 
ſeeming neglect, by preſenting you with ſome uſeful 
hints on this ſubject. 

And here, as I begin to ſpeak upon this head, 
the ſtory of Aerxes comes to my remembrance ; who, 
when he ſaw his vaſt army of a thouſand thouſand 
men march by (with whom he expected to have 
ſwallowed up the poor Grecians) is reported to have 
wept, upon this thought, that before a hundred years 
- ſhould run out, none of all that multitude would be 
alive: little imagining, that before the end of that 
very year, he was to ſee the deſtruction of almoſt all 
of them, and draw his laſt breath himſelf alſo. For 
methinks it is a ferious and weighty thing, to think 
that before the end of this century, all thoſe that 
now make a figure in the world, will have finiſhed 


their courſe, and be gathered into heaven or hell ; 
L 2 new 
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new actors coming up on the ſtage in their ſtead, 
And yet, while I lengthen out my meditation to the 
end of a century, I find juſt reaſon to contract my 
thoughts, and ſuppoſe I ſee both you and all others, 
that croud our ſtreets and places of worſhip, or fill 
remoter iſlands and continents, gradually dropping 
_ an cternity, ſome this year, ſome the next, and 
o on. 

But to proceed to the conſideration of the ſubject 
in hand; I ſuppoſe I need not tell you what we are to 
underſtand by the improvement of time; ſeeing this is 
too plain to need any explication in a general ſenſe. 
And neither can it be dark to Chriſtians, in a ſpiri- 
tual ſenſe: for it can denote nothing elſe, but ſuch a 
rational and religious regulation of our time, and 
diſpoſal of our talents and opportunities, eſpecially 

as we live under the advantages and means of the 
goſpel, that we may ever be occupied in doing and 
getting good, ſo as to find favour in the ſight of 
God, and attain afterwards to the happy enjoyment 
of him. For ſeeing, as the apoſtle ſays, now is our 
accepted time and day of ſalvation, we ought to take 
heed to ourſelves that we receive not the grace of 
God in vain. We ought to reckon therefore that 
this ſpace of our life is given us, that we may be 
taken up in promoting the honour of God and our 
own and other men's good, as being, in all theſe 
reſpects, in a ſtate of trial. Let us therefore improve 
our time, by labouring to gain our own aſſent and 
conſent fully to the terms of the goſpel ; by ſtudyin 

the word of God more and more; by a cloſe — 
impartial trial of ourſelves; by frequent and fervent 
prayer; and by an univerſal and conſtant obedience 
to all God's laws and inſtitutions. And let us argue 
ourſelves into this as our duty, by confidering, how 
dearly our Lord Jeſus has purchaſed our day of 
grace and opportunity of ſalvation; how many have 
been damned and loſt for ever, by their not improv- 


ing 
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ing this talent of time; how dreadful the condem- 
nation of ſuch will be, who chuſe darkneſs rather than 
light; how unreaſonable it is, to be ſo careful of the 
body, and ſo regardleſs of the ſoul; how ſtrange it 
is, that we ſhould not do that for our eternal advan- 
tage, which worldlings do for a little temporal gain; 
and laſtly, how uncertain we are of the continuance 
of our time and feaſon of grace. 
And ſeeing, in order to improve time aright, 
we ought to lay hold of all the ſpecial ſeaſons and 
peculiar opportunities, which God puts into our 
hand for this end; theſe will deſerve to be particu- 
larly conſidered by us. But ſince it is the work of 
prudence, that every man know and obſerve his own 
circumſtances and providential occurrences, in order 
to a right improvement of them accordingly ; all 
that I can do here, is to hint at ſome generals this 
way. Therefore 1. Let me adviſe you to make a 
right improvement of the circumſtances of your 
outward lot in the world. Are you in a ſtate of 
proſperity ? then be thankful to your gracious Bene- 
factor. Are ye honoured? improve this, that God 
may be honoured through you. Are ye in any place 
of power and authority? lay yourſelves out to ad- 
vance the kingdom of God among men. Are ye 
rich? remember what Salomon ſays, that wiſdom is Feclef. 7. 
ood with an inheritance; and therefore ſerve God !!. 
with what he gives you. But it ye be in adver/ity, 
deſpond not: but remember, that as proſperity 
gives men greater advantages for doing good ; ad- 
verſity affords more ſeaſons uſually for getting good. 
For in the day of adverſity we are more ready to 
_ think and conſider, than in the time of proſperity, as 
Solomon ſays: for then is the time and ſeaſon, to 
conſider the vanity and uncertainty of the world, to 
know ourſelves better and God more, and to prepare 
more readily and thoroughly for another world. 
2. Improve your circumſtances, in relation to com- 


pany 


Eceleſ. 7. 
14. 


Tit. 2, 14, 


1 Pet. 2. 5. 
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pany or retirement. If ye be hurried with company» 
labour to gain that by them, which may in ſome 
meaſure make up your loſs of time. If ye can get 
no good from them, then ſtudy if poſſible to do 
them good, by inſinuating what may tend to their 


advantage: and then ye can have no reaſon to 


reckon your time loſt. But it ye enjoy the company 
of good and wiſe men, it is not to be believed what 
profit and advantage may be got by mutual diſcourſes 
to edification, where men are communicative, and 
can bear with different apprehenſions about things, 
without running into heats and quarrellings. But if 
we are ſhut out from company, we may juſtly look 
upon ſolitude and retirement as a happy opportunity 
of advantage and profit, if we do but know how to 
improve the fame, by filling up ſuch ſeaſons with 
ſtudy, meditation, and prayer, 3. Improve the 
means and opportunities of grace and falvation. 
For the end of all that Chriſt has ſuffered and done 
for us, is 40 redeem us from all iniquity, and to purify 
us lo himſelf a people zealous of good works. Therefore 
let us ſo hear the word preached, and ſo join with 
the prayers of the Church, and ſo partake of the 
ordinances of Chriſt, particularly that of the Lord's 
Supper; that we may be built up a ſpiritual houſe, as 
lively ſtones concurring lo the raiſing up of ſuch an edifice ; 
and that we may become alſo a holy prieſibood, to offer 
up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable by Feſus Chriſt io God. 
\nd 4. if at any time or upon any occaſion, ye find 


the Spirit of God to move your thoughts and affec- 


tions more ſenſibly than uſually, as the angel moved 
the waters of the pool, of old: oh! my friends neg- 
lect not ſuch a fair gale and favourable opportunity; 
but improve this happy ſeaſon, and ſtrike the iron 
when hot and malleable. For how dreadful muſt 
it be to quench the Holy Spirit, and ſtifle the convic- 
tions, motions, and influences thereof, eſpecially ſuch 


as are ſenſible and pecular ! 
5 But 
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But ſeeing, to begin aright, is one great mean 
to carry on any thing fuccelsfuly, we ought to ſet 
about the improving of our time as early as we can, 
without any delay or procraſtination i in a matter of 2 
this weight and moment. For it is only our preſent 3 :; 3. 
time that we can reckon our's. For as our yeflerdays . 
are irrecoverable; ſo our /o-merrowus are but may be's ; 19. 42. 
and uncertainties. Therefore we * are always called % ” 
to hear God's voice, /o-day, if we will do it at all. 21. _ 
And therefore let us not delay, but make hafle, to keep j;75\ 
God's righteous and holy commandments. Go. 

Now it we would improve our time and life 
to advantage this way, let us be ſure not to neglect 
the morning of time. And here then let me put 
you in mind of four mornings of time. The 1. is the 
morning of your life, i. e. thetime of your youth, health 
and ſtrength. Such of you, as have loſt this ſeaſon 
in whole or in part, pray double your diligence, in 
the improvement of what remains of your time. But 
ſuch of you as are young, be adviſed to remember F< 12. 
your Creator in the days of your youth, and act ſo as 
ye may afterwards look back upon your paſt days 
with ſatisfaction and plealure. 2. The morning of 
every day is a time to be peculiarly improved for 
God and your own good: for the doing ſo has a 
mighty influence upon us as to the right ſpending 
of the reſt of the day. It is a ſeaſon, that is not only 
amica mufſis, a friend to ſtudy, as the old ſaying is, 
but that is favourable alſo oration; & devolioni, to 
prayer and devotion: for while our minds are freſh 
and undiſturbed with the hurries of company and 
buſineſs, it is certainly the fitteſt time for duty as 
well as ſtudy. And therefore the“ ſaints of old were S:- Pl, 
careful not to neglect this ſeaſon. 3. Improve the 5: 342 — 
morning of every week carefully, viz. the Lord's Day. 5. Mar. 1. 
For as we diſcharge our duty then, we may expect as 
God's bleſſing through the week more or leſs. But 
if v we refuſe to give God what is his due on his own 

day, 
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day, we muſt not think it ſtrange, if God withdraw 
from us on thoſe days that he has allowed us to ſerve 
ourſelves upon. And hence it is no wonder, it we 
find that true, which many have confeſſed with ſor- 
row at the hour of death, that the prophanation of 
the Lord's-day has been the inlet to all their after- 


fins and miſeries both. And 4. perhaps it may not 


be unprofitable for us, to ſet apart the morning of 
every year, to review what we have done and what 
has happened to us the year paſt, and to beg God's 
bleſſing through the year following. It has been 
the practice of ſome holy perſons to do this : ſome 
reckoning the year, as it is uſual with us in our com- 
putations, from the 1½ day of January; and others 
reckoning it from the day of their birth, or baptiſm, 
or converſion: in all which every one may take 
which way pleaſeth him beſt, And now, that we 
enter upon the morning or beginning of a new cen- 
tury ; let me beſeech you to begin this work now, 
if ye have neglected it during the years of the laſt 
age, which ye have run through, whether theſe have 
been more or fewer. N 

Having thus given you an account of time, and 
the opportunities and ſeaſons of it to be improved; I 
ſhall proceed, 1 recommend this duty from three conſi- 
derations ; and then to direct vou how to do it, by pro- 
Pogjing three rules lo be oherved this way. 

In the I/ place therefore, let me earneſtly recom- 
mend this duty to you from three weighty conſiderations. 

The (I.) confrderalion is this, That it is the duty 
and wiſdom of every one of us, to be duly and deeply 
impreſſed with the ſenſe of the worth and value of 
time. 

I might take occaſion here to ſhew you, from 
innumerable examples, that the beſt and wiſeſt men 
in all ages, both Chriſtians and Heathens, have been 
under the deepeſt and moſt conſtant impreſſions of the 


value of time. But, as this would be too long for 
| this 
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this place, ſo it is needleſs to inſiſt upon it; ſeeing I 
believe ye can as little form an idea of a wiſe or good 
man, that does not value and improve time, as I can. 

Therefore I ſuppole there is no need to prove to 
you the worth and preciouſneſs of time : to you, I 
ſay, who know the uncertainty of 1t, and yet how 
much depends upon the improvement and loſs of it. 
But if any of you need any awakening this way, con- 
ſider how valuable time will appear to a convinced 
ſinner when he lies upon a death-bed, u ho ſees him- 
ſelf dropping into another world, and yet apprehends 
that his peace is not made with God. O, cries the 
poor wretch, that I had ſpent leſs of my time on the 
world and my luſts, and more of it in minding the 
good of my own foul! O that J had thoſe hours and 


days back again that I ſpent in taverns and bad com- 


any! O for a year, or a month, or a week at leaſt 
of health and ſtrength, to make my peace with God! 
And pray, my friends, were ye never ſick, and un- 
der ſome ſuch thoughts then? Were ye not ſenſible 
then of mis-ſpent time? Or did ye never promiſe 
amendment and reformation, if God ſhould recover 
you ? Where is now the performance of your vows ? 
O, if there be any that forget God, and neglect to 
do as they have promiſed and reſolved, let them con- 
ſider their duty and intereſt in time, left God tear 
them in pieces when there 1s none to deliver them. 
Alas! my friends, what would thoſe poor wretches 
give for one day, nay for one hour, who are now in 
the infernal priſon? What would they give for one 
ofter of a Saviour, who are now lamenting their 
ſlighting of the goſpel, and their mis- ſpending 
their time and opportunities of ſalvation? Therefore 
do ye learn to value time more, and improve it bet- 
ter, before it be too late to retrieve loft opportuni- 
ties. And this leads me to another conlideration. 
Therefore, | 
The (2d) confideration is, That it is our wiſdom, 
M not 
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not only to be impreſſed with the ſenſe of the worth 
and value of time, but to be duly and deeply affec- 
ted and influenced this way, ſo as to ſet about the 
improvement of it, as our greateſt and moſt con- 
cerning duty and intereſt. 

For it is not ſpeculation bat practice that we are 
to mind here: and therefore if our apprehenſions of 


the worth of time do not influence us to improve it, 


they will only tend to our greater condemnation. 
Therefore, that what I have ſaid may ſo affect you, 
as to incite you to your duty this way; I ſhall not 
grudge a little pains in writing further on this head, 
in hope that ye will not be weary in reading what 1s 
written. Take it not amiſs therefore, if I addreſs 
you with ſome ſeriouſnefs and warmth of affection, 


and, through you, all others that may caſt their eyes 


upon theſe ſheets. 

My dear friends, ſome of you have lived twen- 
ty, ſome thirty, ſome forty, ſome fifty, ſome ſixty, 
or more years in the world. Now I beſeech you to 
conſider what ye have been doing all this time. Have 
your performances borne any proportion to the mer- 
cies ye have received from God? Have ye been 
faithful to improve your talents for your God and 
Saviour? Have your convictions brought forth a ſa- 
ving converſion? Have your reſolutions and promiſes 
been all performed ? Has it been a matter of con- 
ſcience to you, to ſerve God with the beſt of your 
time, the greateſt vigour of your thoughts, the ut- 
moſt energy of love and delight, and in a word with 
all your heart and ſtrength ? 

If ye have been deficient this way, then pray 
conſider, not only how impoſſible it is to bring back 
any part of the time that is paſt, but how little, or at 
leaſt how uncertain the time is, that remains to be 


lived over. And if any be ſecure this way, becauſe 


they are young, or ſtrong and healthful, let them re- 
member haw often the old carry the young to the 
grave, 
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grave, and the weak and ſickly ſee robuſt and vigor- 
ous perſons drop off before them. And what is our 
life at longeſt? Does not the ſcripture labour, as it 
were, under a want of metaphors, to deſcribe it's 
vanity, when it compares it to a hand-breadth, a ſpan, 
a vapour, the graſs that is ſoon mowed down, the 
flower that quickly fades, the ſhadow that declines, 
and the tale that is told? How poora thing then is it, 
to be able no otherwiſe to number our days and years, 
than by our being born at ſuch a time, and having 
lived to ſuch another time? There is therefore no 
more unreaſonable deſire in the world, than to live 
long, where there is no concern to live well : for 
this is only to wiſh to have more time to mis-ſpend, 
to ſin longer than others, and to be more miſerable 
in the other world. Beſides, that it is impoſſible, as 
the courſe of things is now, to live long, in a pro- 
per ſenſe : for as the follow ing diſtich expreſſes it: 


Vivere quiſq: diu querit, bene vivere xems : 
At bene quiſq; poleſt, vivere nemo diu. 
| 'That 1s : 
To live long, all deſire; to live well, none: 
Zet all may live well, but none can live long. 


For is it not for this very end that time is given 
us, that it may be improved and lived well, in order 
to our being fitted and prepared for the happy ſtate 
of a glorious immortality ? Surely God did never 
make 1o glorious a creature as man, endued with an 
immortal ſoul, merely to live the life of the beaſt, to 
eat, and drink, and fleep, or to enjoy his ſenſitive 
luſts and pleaſures. 

Think then, my friends, that according as ye 
improve or miſimprove time, ye are to be happy or 
miſerable for an eternity. For we are now in a ſtate 
of trial, and upon our behaviour, in erder to be re- 
warded or puniſhed afterwards, as we ſhall be found 


to have acted, when we ccme to be judged : there- 
M 2 tore 
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Eccl. 11.9. fore we may rejoice now and take our pleaſure as we 

Pal. 2.11, Pleaſe. But we have reaſon to repre with trembling, 
when we remember that we are to be called before 

1 Pet, 4. God, and judged for all we do now. For hey that 

245. live in ihe fleſh, according to their luſts, muft give an 
account to him, that is to be the Fudge of the quick and 
the dead. And then every one of them will hear 

Mat, 25. that dreadful word, Take the unprofitable ſervant, and 

203% caft him into the outer darkneſs, where there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſbing of teeth. 

Conſider therefore, that it. is impoſſible to recal 
any moment of time that is loſt in a proper and phy- 
ſical ſenſe: and that thus it is a fooliſh and ridicu- 
lous with ; O mibt preteritos referat fi Jupiter aunos ! 
O if God would give me back the years that are 
paſt! But yet in a moral ſenſc, we may be ſaid to 
bring back paſt time, when by doubling our dili- 
gence we do, in ſome ſort, retrieve the nu{-improve- 
ment of former days. But then it muſt be remem- 
bered, that this muſt be done now or never; tor if 
our time comes to an end here, there is no returning 

b 14.14. to a ſtate of trial again, ſuch as we now enjoy: H a 

5. 7 9. ic. man die, Jhall he live again? No, alas, ſays Job, For as 

the cioud is conſumed and vanifheth away; ſo he that 

goeth lo the grave ſhall come up no more (i. e. to live on 

earth again, as the following words explain the 

meaning.) He hall return no more io his houſe, neither 

ſhall his place know him any more. Therefore let us all 

C4, 16.22, ſay with him (and improve the thought) hen a fery 

- years are come, then ſhall I go the way whence I ſhall not 
reluiru. 

Now, beſides all theſe things, it may be of 
great uſe to enforce this conſideration, to take a view 
ol the complexion and genius of our age, or the time 
wherein we live. For if the Apoſtle Paul, when he 

Eph. 5.16, exhorts his contemporary Chriſtians 10 redeem the time, 
gives this as the reaſon of his advice, becauſe the days 

are evil; 1 am ſure we have much more reaſon to call 

the 
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the days wherein we live by this name. For the 
ſenſe of the Apoſtle, when he calls the days wherein 
he lived evi days, is no doubt this chiefly, if not only, 
that they were afflictive and perilous times: for times 
of troubles are called evil times, or evil days, fre- 


quently in ſcripture. But we may juſtly take this in 5 


® Fee 


Gen. 47.9, 
ſ. 77. 19. 


a larger ſenſe, in reference to our times; for an age oy 
or time may be denominated evil, either with reſpect? 


to the abounding of errors, profaneneſs, or calamities. 
And upon all theſe accounts theſe days of our's may 
- be juſtly ſaid ro be evil. For as 70 errors, how many 
and how groſs are theſe? How many deny the Lord 
that bought them? How many oppole his divinity 
and ſatisfaction both? Yea, how many revile him as 
an impoſtor, and ridicule all revealed religion? 
Nay, how many dare blaſpheme God, and deny his 
being, and even the firſt principles of natural reli- 
gion? And, as to profanenc/s and immorality, where 
did we ever hear or read of more among Chriſtians ? 
Nay, it may be a queſtion, if ever the heathens were 
worle than moſt Chriſtians are now. And again, As 
for calamites and troubles, we ſee what other Churches 
have ſuftered of late, and do ſuffer ſtill : and we ſee 
in how tottering a condition all the Proteſtant intereſt 
is. And though I believe it will prove a burdenſome 
ſtone to the enemies of Chriſt ; yet how far God may 
ſuffer them to prevail for a time, none of us know : 
only I am afraid we are upon the brink of very great 
troubles. And that (as 1 have hinted already) as we 
have been, like J/rae! of old, peculiarly bleſt with 
mercies and privileges, and are as peculiar and ſin- 
gular in ſinning; ſo we are like to be puniſhed in a 
peculiar and particular manner alſo. So that if there 
be (as ſure there 1s) a rule to judge of the connexion 
of mercies, fins and judgments, we may lee our caſe, 
as well as that of //rac! of old, in the prophetical 
threatenings of God to that people, when he _ 

ou 


| | 
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Aw% 3. 2. Jon only have I known of all the families of the earth ; 


therefore will I puniſh you for all your miquiltes. 

Seeing therefore this is the ſtate and complexion 
of our time, let us take heed to ourſelves, that we-be 
not involved in the fins of it, leſt we come under 
the judgments alſo that ſeem to haſten on this gene- 
ration. Conſider, for this end, the Apoſtle's advice; 


cor. 11-3 Beware, ſays he, left as the ſerpent beguiled Eve, fo 
Prov. 19. Y minds ſould be corrupled from the ſimplicity that 18 


27s 


2 Pet. 3 
17. 


in Chriſt. Let us not therefore hear ibe iuſtruction 
that cauſeth us to err from the words of knowledge ; but 
let us bezware, left being led away with the error of the 
wicked, wwe fall from our own ſtedfaſinrys. 
But yet, be not ſo ſelfifh as to mind only your 


own concerns, but remember that ye are members of 


a city, of a church and nation, and that ye are mem- 
bers alſo of the Catholick Church of Chriſt that is 
every where diſperſed. And therefore act as under 
all theſe ties and relations. And if ye can do no 
more, intercede at leaſt with God, that he may be 


gracious: fland in the gap, that ye may, if poſſible, - 


Ie. 62. 6, avert his diſpleaſure, Act therefore as ſerious, faith- 


7+ 
28 18.7 


ful, and imporlunale remembrancers of the Lord, giving 


him no reſt, but crying unto him night and day until be 
arife, and until he make bis Lion and Jeruſalem a praiſe 
in the whole earth. 

There is yet a (3.) conſideration which I would 
add to the former, in order the more ettettually ro 
recommend this duty to you, viz. The improvement 
ef your lime. And chis is what is indeed frequently 
inſiſted upon, but I am afraid very little lived up to, 
wiz. That we are in the ſight, aud under the inſpection of 
an all-ſeeing God, who is to be our Fudge at laſt. 

O, my friends, is this a matter only of ſpecula- 
tion to you ? Dare any of you do that in the fight of 
God, which ye would be aſnamed to do in the view of 
the world? J remember! have heard of an eminently 

holy 
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holy man, who, being tempted by a harlot to com- 
mit lewdneſs with her, in a place where ſhe was 
miſtreſs and had the command, ſeemed to conſent 
for the preſent, with this condition only, that ſhe 
ſhould find out a cloſe retirement, where none could 
be preſent and ſee what they did. Upon which ſhe 
carried him from chamber to chamber, and from 
place to place. But he had ſtill ſomething to object 
againſt the privacy of every one of them. At length 
the brought him to a very dark and obſcure corner, 
telling him that none could fee what was done there 
but God and the devil. What, ſaid he, is that no- 
thing? You muſt carry me where neither God nor 
the devil can fee us, elſe I will never do what you 
deſire. And I remember alſo I have heard of ano- 


ther, who being tempted in like manner, conſented 


upon condition of having liberty to chule the place. 
Which being granted, he choſe the public market- 
place. When ſhe refuſed. this, ſaying, ſhe could 
not for ſhame do ſo in the open view of the world: 
he replied, that he durſt far leſs do this in the fight 
of God; and aſked, how ſhe durſt do that in the 
fight of God, which ſhe was aſhamed to do before 
men. 
Even the heathen moraliſt, Seneca, adviſeth 


men to act in all things as if they had both God, and 


the wiſeſt and beſt of men looking on. Ser Cato, 
Scipio, or Lælius before you, ſays he, or ſome ſuch ex- 
cellent perſon, upon whoſe appearing even the moſt wicked 
perſon would be frighted from doing amiſs openly. But 
he adds in another place; What will it avail you, 
to bide yourſelves and your actings from men, ſince there 
is nolbing concealed from God ? for he looks into our 
breaſts, and is preſent in our very minds and bearlts. 
And elſewhere; 1 avails a man nothing, ſays he, 1s 


hut up or ſtifle conſcience, ſince every thing we do lies 


open io God's view ; and therefore our great wiſdom 15 
to aft fo, that we may approve ourſelves to him. 
| How 
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How conſonant are ſuch expreſſions to the ſa- 
cred ſtandard of our holy religion? And what ſhall 
we anſwer to our Maſter at the great day, if we 
ſuffer ſuch perſons to exceed and outrun us, who are 
Chriſtians? Let us therefore mind the principle 
that ſwayed Fo/eph, when he ſaid, under a very great 
temptation, conſidering his low and obnoxious con- 


| Gen.399 dition; Shall I do this great wickedneſs and ſin againſt 
Pal. 16.8, Cod? And let us imitate David, who /et the Lord 


always before him, and looked upon him as preſent af 
his right hand, to the end that he might never be moved, 
but be encouraged ſtill ro truſt in him. For we are 


Pal. 90.8. eyer to remember, that our /ecret, as well as publick 


ſins, are ſet in the light of God's countenance ; ſeeing the 


Pf. 139.12. darkneſs hides us no more from God, than the meridian 


light of the ſun. _ 

But we muſt condllicr likewiſe, that we have 
not only a conſtant witneſs and inſpector of our ac- 
tions without us, but one within us, even our own 
conſcience; which doth excuſe or accuſe us, accord- 
ing as we behave and act. And as one ſays well on 
this head, Quid prodeſt non habere conſcium, habenti 
conſcientian i ? 1. e. What avails it to have no witneſs 
of our actions, while we have a conſcience that keeps 
an exact regilter of all we do? Only we muſt re- 
333 that this is but a ſecondary witneſs; for 7 
our beart condemn us, Cod is greater than eur heart, and 
- Jen all things. 
| And now, my friends, I have done with what I 

had to ſay to the bree confoderations, from which I 
propoſed to recommend and inforce this great duty of 
improving our lime. And I leave it to you to conſider, 
whether what I have faid be not ſufficient this way, 
through the bleſſing of God, and your pains and con- 
cern to apply to yourſelves what has been faid. 

Therefore in the 2d place, I proceed to direct 
you, how ye may attain rightly and ſucceſsfully to 
improve your lime to the beſt advantage, as ye Are. 


Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians and accountable creatures. And this I 
ſhall do, by propoſing three rules, which will take in 
all that is neceſſary or uſeful this way : though the 

r/ rule is the principal and only direct one, which 
doth take in the whole of our duty this way ; the 
ſecond and third being only ſubſervient unto this, 
though exceedingly uſeful, if not neceſſary alſo, in 
their places. 

The (r.) Rule i is this, that ye take beed, that ye 
boſe not your time, and the opportunities and ſeaſons 
thereof, by fin and vanity: but that it be always filled 
up, with the conſcientious and diligent di Fees of all 
neceſſary duties. 

This being, as J ſaid already, the principal rule, 
in order to the regulation of our time; and being ſo 
contrived, as to direct us both negatively and /- 
tively, as to what we are to avoid and what we are 
to do; 1 ſhall accordingly conſider it diſtinctly in 
both the paris of it. 

The 1 part of this rule teaches us, how time is 
loft, and what we ate therefore io avoid, in order to the 
right. improvement of it. And it is neceſſary to premiſe 
this before we conſider the other part: for we can 
only then apply ourſelves to fill up our time wiſely, 
in the performance of choſe duties, in the diſcharge 
whereof the redemption and improvement of time 
conſiſts ; when we apprehend what thoſe things are, 
which are detrimental and hurtful to our ſouls, both 
here and hereafter. 

Now, in the general, we are to take care to 
reſcue our time out of the hand of thoſe two grand 
robbers, that thieve it away from us, viz. ½n 
and vanity, For as we are carefully to avoid 
the miſpending of our time, by thinking, doing or 
ſpeakigg, what is finful in itſelf: fo we are to take 
heed of 1uch things, which though they are not fim- 
ply ſinful in themſelves, are yet ſuch trivial matters 
or by concerns. as become ſinſul to us, when we 


N | ſpend 
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ſpend too much time upon them, or mind them as 


if they were our moſt weighty and principal bu- 


lineſs. 

But becauſe thoſe things, that are evil and 
ſinful in themſelves, ſuch as blaſphemies and lies, 
immorality and profaneneſs, ought not to be ſo much 


as named among Chriſtians, or have a moment's time 


allowed them, ſo as to be entertained or thought 
upon with delight or deſign, far leſs brought forth 


in life and action, we ſhall therefore paſs by theſe 


Amos 6. 
3—6, 


wholly at preſent; in order to conſider thoſe things 
that, though lawful in themſelves, ought not to be 
ſo minded, as to take up all or moſt of our time. 
Allow me then, to give you my advice in theſe 
things following. . 
He not too prodigal of your time, in he gratifi- 

cation of your ſenſes, and the ſervices of your body. Let 
the cultivation and adorning of your ſouls take up 
more of your time, than the clotbing and dreſſing of 
your bodies. Be not buried in ſleep and /loth too long, 
while time 1s ſo ſhort and uncertain, and ye have 1o 
much buſineſs to fill it up with. Neither do ye al- 
low yourſelves more time than is neceſſary or conve- 
nient, for the feeding and pampering of your bodies. 
Be not like them therefore, who are ſo ſeverely 
reproved by God, for living ſenſually in this world, 


when they ought to have minded higher things. 
Of whom this ſad character is given; “ That they 


put away far from them the evil day; that they lay upon 
beds of ivory, and did eat the lambs out of the flock and 
the calves out of the ſtall, chanting at the ſound of the 
Viol, drinking wine out of bowls, and anointing themſelves 
with the chiefeft ointments : but that in the mean time 
they were altogether unmindful of the flate of the Church, 
and no way grieved for the afflittions of Joſeph.” 
Therefore, as the Apoſtle exhorts, let us walk honeſtly, 
as 14 the day (or clear ſunſhine of the goſpel) not in 
rioling (or in dancings, ywans) and drunkenneſs, not in 
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chambering and Tantonneſs, not in ſtrife and envying :' 
for theſe things, ſays he, are the making proviſion for the” 
fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof. | 

Spend not too much of your precious time in 
divertive exerciſes and recreations. We may indeed 
uſe theſe not only lawfully but profitably, both with 
reſpect ro the health and ſtrength of the body, and 
the vigor even of the mind ; which being unbended 
for a while with innocent amuſements, will be in 
better caſe to return again to cloſe thinking. Bur 
we muſt. not make recreation our buſineſs, as too 
many do, who are ſo intoxicated with the ſecret 
witchery of gaming, as to have their minds rendered 
almoſt incapable of any cloſe application to ſerious ' 
and important matters. 3 

Spend not too much of your time in company and 
diſcourſe, unleſs buſineſs oblige you to do ſo. The 
company of athciſtical and wicked men, eſpecially 
if they be witty, and of an ingaging temper, carries 
commonly an infection with it; and their diſcourſe 
breaths a ſecret and inſinuating poiſon, that every 
one has not a ſtrong enough antidote in his nature to 
reſiſt. And though the company we aſſociate our- 
ſelves with be good, yet we are to remember the old 
ſaying, Amici ſunt fures temporis, that friends are fre- 
quently the thieves that rob us of our time; the 
commodity that of all others we are to be moſt par- 
ſimonious of, ſeeing we can never retrieve its loſs, 
To viſit friends, is often a great duty; but it is fre- 
quently to the hurt both of the viſiters and viſited. 
that theſe are made. For as much time is com- 
monly loſt this way to no purpoſe, ſo the diſcourſes 
that are the entertainment of moſt companies, are 
too often mere vanity, if not worſe: for it is too 
cuſtomary at ſuch times to give way to fooliſh talk- 
ing and jeſting, or to cenſorious reflections upon 
other perſons. There is an innocent freedom in- 
Jeed, and facetiouſneſs in diſcourſe, which is both 
allowable and pleaſant : but alas, how ſoon doth this 

| N 2 degenerate, 
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degenerate, if great care. be not taken to keep guy 
minds in a right poize? Andif1 appear to any ta 
be rigid in what I ſay on this head, let it be remem- 
bered, that Chriſt has forewarned us, That we muſt 
Lide an account of every idle word, as well as unwar- 
rantable action, in the Day of Judgment. As there- 
fore we are to avoid moroſeneſs on the one hand; 
ſo we are to take care that we tire not our friends by 
too frequent or too long viſits. There are indeed ſome 
ſuch friends in the world, though very rare to be 
found, who the more they are together, do the more 
love and profit one another. But as to ordinary 
friends, the caſe is quite otherwiſe: in relation to 
whom Solomon gives this wiſe advice; withdraw thy 


Pror 25. foot from thy neighbour's houſe, 10% be be at laſi weary 


. of thee, and ſo hate thee : that is, according to the 
gloſs of ſome upon the words; make thyſelf pre- 
cious; wear not out every man's threſhold, by ob- 
truding thyſelf upon them; neither make thyſelf 
vulgar and cheap, as a mean commodity, that is every 
man's money. 
Hut remember alſo, that ye may be guilty of 
miſpending your time in vain and unprofitable muſings, 
as well as in vain diſcourſe, Idle thoughts are as 
fooliſh a miſpence of time as idle words: for every 
ſort of thinking and meditating is not judicious no 
more than holy. And though a man think not upon 
his luſts, he may think very impertinently, and con- 
ſequently ſinfully. 
And this is not only the fault and weakneſs of 
plebeian, but of learned heads, who miſpend time 
frequently as much as any other ſort of men, upon 
their difficiles nuge, their uſeleſs, yet painful curioſities 
and niceties. This was the cuſtom of the learned 
actors of old Athens, who ſpent their days in almoſt no- 
thing elſe, iu telling or hearing ſome new noliqn, ſcheme, 
or theory; and then diſputing, pro & conlſra, for and 
againſt it. But while they were earneſt to diſpute 


about forma SJueſtantialss, nnen a. Pare. rei, fuga 
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wacui, apathy's, the poſſibility of motion, and ſuch like 
nugæ and whims, they forgot God and ſolid religion: 
and were ſuch ſceptics, or ſuperſtitiouſly ignorant 
(for ye may interpret the words either way) that in 
the midſt of their multitude of gods, they were wil- 
ling to erect one altar more, with this inſcription, 
ver. 23, Ayvoyzulbey, To the unknown God. It is true 
indeed, there are many curioſities of this kind, that 
a wiſe man may improve to great advantage. But. 
when they are made our main or only buſineſs and 
ſtudy, inſtead of being parergon s, or by-ſtudy's, we 
are certainly far out of the road of true wiſdom. 
What protit has the metaphy/ician, in abſtracting from 
all particular beings, that he may define ens generi- 
cally, as unum, verum, hbonum, while he is ignorant of 
him that is truly ſuch. To how little purpoſe at 
length will the mathematician find he has ſtudied, in 
order to adjuſt and determine the proportions , of 
points, lines, ſides and angles, if he neglect the 
Proportions of piety and virtue? What will it 
avail the aſtronomer to ſee the planets through a tube, 
if he fall ſhort of the happy world at laſt that is above 
all theſe? Is any man. the better for -being able to 
adjuſt and reconcile the Egyptian, Chaldee, and Grecian 
Dynaſties, by reducing all the different eras of na- 
tions to the Julian period, while he neglects to number 
his own days fo, as to apply his heart to true wiſdom? 
And laſtly, what advantage has any man, by being 
able to ſpeak all the languages in the world, while 
he worſhips and praiſes God in none of them? ? 

Nay, I tell you further, that a man may even miſ- 
pend his time in the /ervice and worſhip of God, cir- 
cumſtanitially conſidered. For though we worſhip God, 
yet what advantage can we reap. by it, if we do ſo 
1gnorantly, or hypocritically, or cuſtomarily, and 
merely for the faſhion, or profanely and irreverently, 
or dully and heartleſly ? Nay, we may loſe our la- 
bour this way alſo, when by this we thruſt: out more 
mmediate incumbent and neceſſary duties; or when 

tz: ; we 
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we negle& the performance of this, till we be alto. 
gether unfit for it, offering thus to the Lord a corg 
rupt thing while we have a male in our flock. 

And if thus we may miſpend time, how much 
more are we like to do ſo, while the cares of the world, 
and the inordinate defire of what we call it's pleaſures, 


profits, and bonours, juſtle out religion, both from 


our thoughts and lives? Solomon adviſeth us, not 10 
labour. to be rieb; but he immediately ſubjoins, ceaſe 


from thy own w iſdom. Whereby he inſinuates, that a 
man muſt be mortified to his carnal and w ordly ras 


tiocinations, and taught by the Spirit of God to 
know the true value of things, before he can poſſibly 
learn this leſſon from him. However he poſitively 
determines theſe two things, That he that hafleth to 
be rich, halb an evil eye; and that be that does /o, ſhall 
nol be found to be innocent ; mottos that all men 
might find it convenient to write on the head of 
their books of accounts: and if $9/omon's words have 
little effect upon you, confider what a greater than 
Solomon ſays of a covetous or anxioutly ſolicitous diſ- 
poſition and practice, in the 6 chapter of Matthew, 
where he repreſents and condemns it as unchriſtian 
and heatheniſh, and as unreaſonable and pernicious. And, 
after all, remember theſe ſerious and pungent words 
of his, What is a man profiled, if he gain the whole ' 
world and loſe his ozon ſoul ? Or what can a man give in 
exchange for his ſoul ? 

And now I. hope J have ſaid enough as to 
the things we ought to avoid, if we would rightly - 
improve our time: but ſeeing it is not ſufficient to 
know how time is loſt, unleſs we know alſo what we 


are to be occupied about, and wherein the beſt and 


wiſeſt diſpoſal of our time ſtands; therefore we 
muſt-further conſider the great and neceſſary dutics 
with which we ought to fill up the ſeaſons and va- 


cuities of our life. 


And therefore I proceed now to 


Tha 
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The 24 part of this great and principal direc- 
tion concerning the improvement of our time; which 
is this, That we take care to fill it up with "the conſci- 
enlious and diligent diſcharge of all neceſſary duties. 

And here, though in the general we cannot but 
know, that our time is wholly to be taken up in gel- 
ting and doing good ; yet we muſt remember, that it is 

only in relation to time that we are to conſider our 
duties in this place. And thercfore I am only to 
conſider here thoſe great and neceſſary duties which 
are always obligatory upon us, and the neglect of 
which is inſeparable from the miſ-improvement of 
time. For it cannot be ſuppoſed that I ſhould fo 
much as hint all thoſe things that come under the 

eneral notion of duty; or conſider thoſe things 
which particular circumſtances and emergents render 
obligatory to us, or ſuch duties which are called eu- 
tive, from the ſtations we are in, and the relations 
we bear to others. 

There are therefore a few things only which 
I Thall recommend to you as altogether uſeful and 
neceſſary, and which none of us can ever plead ex- 
emption from. 

And in the jirft place, let me beſeech you to 
improve your time, by frequent, diligent and ſerious 
reading and Audying the Holy Scriptures. In the 
firſt book of which ye will find your minds led up to 
the firſt antiquities, which no other book beſide can 
furniſh you with any juſt account of. There we ſee 
the origin of man and the world ; man's primeval 
ſtate, when firſt created ; the original of ſin, death 
and miſery; the ſubverſion of the firſt race of men, 
by the great deluge which heathen antiquities ſpeak 

of only as through a cloud; the firſt ſpring and dawn- 
ing of mercy and hope to lapſed man ; the ſucceſſion 
of the firſt and moſt primitive Church, and the be- 
ginning and progreſs of Gentile idolatry, ſuperſtition 
and wickedneſs ; together with the firſt original of 
nations, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| , 
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nations, cities, arts, governments, languages: and 
in all theſe the ſuperintending Providence of God]; 


in it's juſtice and goodneſs, wiſdom and ſleadineſs. 


And by this knowledge we bring back, as it were; 
all paſt time, and make it our own as to our profit 
and advantage. In the o/ber Books of Moſes, we have 


aun account of God's erecting a poor oppreſſed people 


to be a Church, and God's peculiar poſſeſſion: 
wherein we ſee his wonderful appearance for them, 
by ſigns and miracles; his ſtrange and unuſual way 
with them in all their journey, in trying, feeding; 
and preſerving them; his giving them laws eccle- 


fiaſtical, moral and political ; his wrapping up moſt 
profound myſteries under ceremohies and cuſtoms, 


and his bringing them into a noble country with 
Power and glory, deſtroying their enemies before 
them; together with innumerable obſervable occur- 
rences, and theoretical and uſeful things to be taken 
notice of therein; The hiſtorical part of the Old Te 
lament, that follows that of the law, as the Fes call 


it, gives us a relation of moſt admirable and great 


revolutions and tranſactions as ever fell out in the 
world. Wherein we may obſerve the various, and 
yet uniform ſteps of Divine Providence in governing 
the world and the Church ; God's trying, and yet 
rewarding the righteous ; his permitting fin, and yet 

uniſhing ſinners. In all which occurrences we 
have the beſt examples that can be to be imitated by 
us, and an account of the worſt alſo, that we may 
avoid ſuch pernicious courſes. The Look of Fob is a 
mirror, wherein we may learn what afflictions the 
beſt men are liable unto, and what reproaches they 
may unjuſtly fall under even by good men like them< 
ſelves, through miſtake and infirmity : as alſo, how 


| we ought to behave in the time of calamity ; and 


what the end of the Lord at length uſually is. The 
P/alms are the moſt excellent model of practical and 
. ne * and the beſt prayer- book and 

directory 
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directory for devotion that ever the world was bleſſed 
with. The Proverbs of Salomon are the moſt excel- 
lent and refined ethics that were ever publiſhed, or 
ever will be. Eccleſiaſtes is the nobleſt picture and 
demonſtration of the world's vanity. And Solomon's 
Song the moſt ſpiritual paſtoral, the fineſt allegory, 
and the divineſt poetical deſcription of the love be- 
tween Chriſt and devout ſouls that ever ſaw the light. 
The prophetical writings give us the nobleſt and 
diſtincteſt idea of God's government of nations, and 
the righteouſneſs and equity of all his providences 
and adminiſtrations ; beſides innumerable other leſ- 
ſons to be learned from thence. 3 
And as for the New Teftament, the firſt thing 
that occurs to us, is the molt excellent part of the 
whole Bible; I mean, the fourfold biftory of our bleſſed 
Saviour. O, let your thoughts dwell long, and ſtrike 
deep here; for all the hiſtorical paſſages of the Goſ- 
pels, all the wiſe and ſage parables to be found there, 
all the miracles wrought, all the prophecies men- 
tioned, all the truths revealed, and all the counſels 
and exhortations there given; I ſay, all theſe are as 
{o many rich veins of what is more precious than the 
fineſt gold, and admirable and uſeful above all 
thought. The book of the Ads of the Apoſiles gives 
us a noble and impartial account of the beginning 
and progreſs of the goſpel, and the firſt ſettlement of 
the Church : wherein we have a naked and clear 
view of Chriſtianity in it's pure and primitive dreſs; 
together with ſome moſt profitable examples, and 
uſeful diſcourſes. The Apoſtolical Epiſtles give us a 
full and copious account of the religion of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, both in it's principles and practice, it's origi- 
nal and deſign. So that theſe are ſufficient alone, if 
rightly underſtood, to enlighten our minds, to in- 
fluence our affections and deſigns, and to regulate 
our lives and converſations. And he book of the Re- 


velalion, though dark and enigmatical, repreſents to 
0 | us, 


. 
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2 Tim. 3. 
Ts 


us, in an auguſt and lofty manner, the rectorſhip of 
our Lord Jeſus in governing the world, over-ruling 
and difpoſing the deſigns and actions of men, and 
making all things at length work together for the il- 
luftration of his own glory, and his people's good. 

Thus we ſee ſomething of the Er properties 
of the ſeveral parts of the Scripture, and what excellent 
things may be learned from thence. But let us con- 
ſider alſo thoſe properties that are common to the 
whole Bible, and every part of it. Let us therefore 
look upon all the books that compoſe this ſacred vo- 


lume, as drvinely inſpired, and as deſigned, in all reſpects, 


for our _ and edification. Theretore let us read and 


ſtudy them, no! as the word of men, but as they are in- 
deed the Word of God; i. e. ſo as to prize and value 
them according to their worth ; to love and delight 
in them; to praiſe God for them; to medirate upon 
them as men, not as children; and to conform our 
lives wholly to them. And in order to become thus 
the humble, impartial, and obedient ſcholars of 
Chriſt, let me put you in mind of one thing, than 
which nothing 1s more neglected, and yet nothing 
more neceſſary in order to profit truly by the Bible, 
vig. That ye have a care of laying down any opinion 
or ſcheme of opinions in matters religious, previouſly 
to your having impartially examined the ſacred Scrip- 
tures in ſuch matters. For they that do ſo, come 


not to be taught of God, but to dictate to the Al- 


mighty, and are not afraid often to wire-draw the 
facied text, in order to force it to ſpeak, not what ix 
really does, but what they would have 1t do, as beſt 
ſuits with their prejudices, paſſions, and party-de- 
ſigns, that I ſay not luſts alſo. Therefore let me de- 
fire you (as I have often done from the pulpit) to 
make the Bile i1/e!f, and particularly the New Teſta- 
ment, your Chief (and in a proper ſenſe only) em, 
confeſſion of faith, and creed, For whatever excel. 


lency chere is in any human compoſuzes of this kind, 
7 | als we 
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we are to own them no farther than we find them to 
agree and harmonize with the divine oracles. | 
In the next place, let us improve our time, 
frequent, ſerious, and cloſe meditation on divine an 
profitable things. Let the character of the bleſſed 
man, P/alm 1. 2, 3. be our's, by our meditating 
on the laws and truths of God day and night. For to 
what purpoſe do we read the Scriptures, and other 
ood books, if we be not at pains to penetrate into 
the things therein contained ? Now it were endlels, 
and in ſome ſenſe impoſſible to name all thoſe things 
that may be profitably thought upon. But perhaps 
it may not be amiſs to ſuggeſt ro you the principal 
heads of ſacred theology ; by which, as ſo man 
avenues, ye may attain mentally to converſe wit 
God and truth. 

In the firſt place then, meditate oh God him- 
ſelf, his attributes, works and word, and the bleſſed 
Perſons of the Godhead. Then think on man in his 
firſt innocent ſtate, in his lapſed condition, and be- 
gun recovery; and on thyſelf particularly, thy na- 
ture, thy faculties, thy ſtate, thy faults, thy end, 
thy duties, and thy privileges and advantages. Me- 
ditate ien on Jeſus Chriſt, his perſon, his proper- 
ties, his offices, his merits, his ſufferings, his con- 
queſt, his buſineſs and work now in heaven, and his 
management of the Church on earth, and the world 
in general. Then-think of the Holy Spirit, his 
office, work and influences. Aud let the Church al- 
ſo be conſidered in it's obligations, ordinances, ſuf- 
ferings, progreſs and victory. And think /ikewi/e 
of the particular ſtate of the ſaints of God on earth, 
their temptations, the principles by which they are 
ated, their converſation, and the promiſes made 
them. Hence let your minds be led in to contem- 
—5 the great bleſſings of true religion, ſuch as con- 
verfion, juſtification, adoption, ſanctification, peace 
of conſcience, joy in the Holy Ghoſt, communion 
8 9 with 
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with God, the prelibations of heaven, and final per- 
feverance. + And 7hen let your thoughts terminate 
upon what we call the laſt things. Think 7herefore 
on death, it's certainty ; yet the uncertainty of the 
time of it ; the great change it brings upon us, how 
terrible it will be to be unprepared for it, and the 
happineſs of being ready for ſo great a change. Then 
think upon the diſſolution of this world, when the 
elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, and this vaſt 
pile of our planetary world become one great bone- 
fire. And from thence let your minds contemplate 
the great Day of Judgment, thoſe grand aſſizes, 
where all mankind muſt be impartially judged, and 
ſentence be pronounced upon them accordingly. 
And er all let your thoughts paſs beyond the limits 
of time, and ſtep in to the eternal ſtate. There go 
down to the internal priſon for a while, and view 
the horrors of the place, the frightful aſpect of the 
company, and the intenſeneſs and perpetuity of the 
torments. Then mount the ſteep aſcent, and ſoar 
aloft upon the wings of contemplation, to the bliſſ- 
ful regions of the celeſtial paradiſe. There ſatiate 
your thoughts with the pleaſures and beauties of the 
place, the felicity and joys of that ſtate and govern- 
ment, the excellency of the company, the glory of 
the diſcoveries made there, the noble employment 
that takes them up, and the eternity and immutabi- 
lity- of all theſe. Think then upon theſe few hints, 
my friends (where there arc almoſt as many ſubjects 
as words) and ye can never want matter for your 
thoughts to work upon. 

And now, ſeeing all our ftudy and meditation 
muſt be ſo managed, that we may receive ſome real 
and abiding advantage, let us ever call ourſelves to a 
ſerious and impartial account as to the ſpending of 
our time: for how can we ſatisfy ourſelves, without 
converſing with our own fouls, in order to know how 
it is with them? And how can we attain to know 
| ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, if we never examine and try how it is with 
us? If merchants, and men of buſineſs, are fo careful 
to ſet down every thing in their journals and books 
of account, that they may be able exactly to ballance 
what they call their debit and credit, their loſſes and 
gains; ought not Chriſtians to mind their eternal 
concerns, with the like exactneſs and accuracy? 
How wonderfully does Seneca ſpeak on this head, 
when he tells us, that in imitation of one Sexting, 
whom he highly commends, he had been accuſtomed 
to examine himſelf every night? © When at night, 
ſays he, © the candle is out, and all is ſtill and quiet, 
" = do I look back upon, and ſearch all the day 

* paſt, by meaſuring and running over all I have 
te thought, ſaid or done. I hide nothing from my- 
« ſelt; I overlook and paſs by nothing. I ſay to 
«myſelf, ſo and ſo thou haſt done unadviſedly ; do 
« ſo no more. And again, I aſk myſelf, What evil 
% have I healed? what vice have I reſiſted ? what 
te paſſion have I moderated? what leſſon have I 
* learned? and what good have I done? And O, 
ſays he, © what a ſweet ſleep follows, after this re- 
* cognition of a man's ſelf, when one is conſcious of 
« his impartiality and ſeriouſneſs, in the review and 
« cenſure of himſelf and his own manners!“ 

And tothis purpoſe we find an excellent direction 
in the golden verſes, as they are called, of old Pytha- 
goras ; which begins thus, Made vavev, &c. The ſenſe 
of which I render thus: 


Before thine eyes to ſlumber ſweet give place, 

Be ſure the paſt day's journal firſt to trace. 

Survey thy fleps and aftions all: then ſay, 

Which good which bad ? how ordered were they ? 


O then, my friends, let not it be ſaid of us that we 
live inthe neglect of this duty, leſt Heathens riſe up 
in judgment againſt us and condemn us. : 
| But 
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But /ince we are not born for ourſelves only, let 
us be concerned to promote the good of others alſo, 
Let vs therefore improve time, by being uſeful in 
bur ſtations to the Church of God and good men, 
and to all as far as we can: for ſo we are obliged, 
as we are members of communities, cities and na- 
tions; and as we are inhabitants of the world. And 
in order to be thus uſeful, let us ſet before ourſelves 
the glorious exatnple of Chriſt, whoſe meat and drink 
it was to do the wilt of his Heavenly Father, and who 
went about always doing good. And therefore let us be 


| aſhamed to live as uſeleſs plants in the world, which 


Eph 6.16, 
x Theſſ. 


5. 17. 


do only cumber the ground. 

And in order to perform all theſe things aright, and 
ſo to improve our time to the beſt advantage, let us 
be ſure to ſpend as much of our time in prayer as 
poſſibly we can: for as it is thus that we attain to 
moſt immediate and direct communion with God; 
ſo it is this way that we attain to be ſtrengthened and 
directed in the performance of all the duties we are 
obliged to be taken up in. Therefore let us remem- 
ber, that it is not without juſt ground that we are 
commanded 70 pray always, and to pray without ceaſing. 
The ſenſe of which expreſſions I take to be this; that 
as we are to keep up ſtated times of ſolemn prayer to 
God, and to have recourſe to him, in a more ſpecial 
manner, upon extraordinary emergents and occur- 
rences, in order to be peculiarly directed and affiſted 
then from God; ſo we are ever to keep ourſelves, as 
much as poſſibly we can, 1n a praying frame, and for 
this end to fill up all the vacuities of other affairs and 
ſtudies with ejaculatory prayers and breathings. But 
beſides all theſe things, there is one thing further that 
I never found arty writer take notice of, that I look 
upon to be the principal deſign of ſuch expreſ- 
fions; and this is, that we be careful to proſecute 
the deſign of our prayers from one time of our life to 
another, waiting for the anſwer of them, and im- 
proving the ſame in praiſe, when received; e. FA 
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If a Chriſtian pray long for a full victory over ſuch 
or ſuch a temptation or luſt, let him proſecute this 
deſign in all his prayers until he receive an anſwer; 
which, when he has got, let him turn this from the 
catalogue of his petitions, to that of his thanklgivings, 
And fo let him act allo, with reſpect to mercics to be 
received, promiſes to be fulkilled, and miſeries to be 
averted, 

And u] have at length finiſhed the firft and 
principal rule | had to propoſe to you, with reſpect to 
'the improvement of time in both the parts thereof. 
And now I am to hint to you /ro more, which are only 
ſubſervient ones ; though, at the ſame time, worthy 
of your moſt ſerious thoughts. 

The (24) Kule therefore is, Thal in order to the 
right improvement and diſpoſal of time, we do both 
dedicate ourſelves ſolemnly to God, and as explicitly 
as We can, in order to ſpend our lives wholly in his 
ſervice; and be concerned, in order to this, to k 
a ſecret and exact regiſter or diary of all our own 
actions, and the >rovidences of God in relation to us. 

But ſceing 1 have hinted ſomething in relation 
to both the parts of this rule in another diſcourſe, 
viz. That concerning 'the minifierial work; I ſhall not 
therefore trouble you with any thing more upon either 
of theſe heads. 2 

Only let me ſay this one thing further, in relation 
to the keeping of a diary or private regiſter; that 
every man mult be left to his awa diſcretion as to the 
manner and method of adjuſting thoſe things that 
occur to him in his life. As therefore ſome may 
think it beſt to ſet things down according to the 
ſeries of the time they fall out in: ſo others may look 

upon the method of heads, or common places, to be 
the beſt. And if any ſerious perſon ſhall think this 
laſt way the beſt (ior as to the firſt the method cannot 
be miſt) he may perhaps find theſe heads not unrea- 
ſonable * uſeleſs, wiz, That a a ſhott. . ot 


. 
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his life, to be further continued, he procceds in this 
order. 

1. To confider God's providence to him, in 
adapting and diſpoſing of him for particular ends, 
agreeably to the faculties of his ſoul, and conſtitution 
ot his body, together with his external circumſtances, 
in a-relation to both. 

2. What his converſion has been, with the time 
and manner of it. | | | 
3. How far, and in what way he has been led 
in to covenant with God, with the renovations of the 
fame. © | 

4. What croſſes and troubles he has met with, 
and how far theſe have been improved and ſanctified. 
5. The dangers, ſpiritual or temporal, he has 
been delivered from. 2 
6. The ſins he is moſt inc linable unto naturally, 
and thoſe he has been moſt guilty of and overcome 
by. F 
J. How frequently, in what manner, and upon 
what occaſions, he has been deſerted by his God; and, 
fo far as he'can conclude, for what ends theſe have 
happened to him. | 

8. What evidences he has had of the wrath and 
diſpleaſure of God, upon the account of fin. 

. And what intimations he has met with of the 
love and kindneſs of his Heavenly Father. | 
. 10. What temptations, inward or outward, he 
has been moſt aſſaulted by, and what he has found 

to be the beſt antidote and reliefagainſt theſe. 
11. What obſervations and experiences he has 
met with, to confirm him in the belief of the Chrif- 
tian religion, as to the being of God, the divinity of 
Chriſt, and the exiſtence of inviſible powers. 
12. What obſervable and remarkable things 
have happened to him, in his buſineſs, ſtudies, or 
converſe with men, that may be of uſe to himſelf or 
others, as to life and converſation in the world. 
| | 13. Parti- 


* 
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13. Particularly, what» has occurred to him in 
the remarkable turns and changes of his life, in 
health and ſickneſs. "= | 
14. What intimacy, familiarity and communion 
God has graciouſly admitted him into with himſelf; 
and what anſwers and returns of prayer God has 
granted him. — | 53h 
And, 15. at ſpecial and liarly diſtin- 
iſhing . has —. wherein 
the footſteps of a peculiar conduct have been con- 
ſpicuous to him. | 
Under theſe heads 1 humbly ſuppoſe all things 
may be regularly diſpoſed, that can be thought ne- 
oeſſary to compoſe a private Chriſtian's regiſter. 
Though I preſume not to dictate to any man, but 
leave every one to follow his own method. 

The (3d) and 4a Rule is this, That (in order to the 
right regulation of time) we /ef down ſome ſhort, ra- 
tional and natural directory, according to which we may 
be enabled and affifted rightly to improve our time. 

But ſeeing every one is to compoſe this, according 
to his own circumſtances, there is no man that can 
juſtly preſcribe to another in this matter. Nay, there 
is none that can ſet to hirhſelf ſuch a directory, as to 
all particulars, that he can be ſuppoſed to be tied up 
to, at all times; ſince the providence of God is ſo 
various this way, that our circumſtances render our 
condition, and conſequently our duty almoſt as dif- 
ferent as the weather is. And therefore a /prritual 

rudence is that which is to every one the great direc- 
tory of his life. For when the providence of God 
renders our particular rules and methods impracti- 
cable, unlawful or inconvenient; it is both our duty 
and wiſdom to fall in with the preſent circumſtances 
of things, rather than with our own arbitrary deter- 
minations; ſeeing then the ſtate of the queſtion is, 
Whether God's method or our's ſhould be followed? 
All therefore that I * propoſe to you _ 


f 
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the conſideration of three things; which are eaſily 


minded, and may be put in practice every day, what- 
ever our circumſtances are. 

1. When we awake in the morning, let this be 
among your firſt thoughts; How ſball I ſpend this day 
to beſt. advantage, for the honour of God, and my own 


.good? And when ye have conſidered what is moſt 


proper to promote theſe ends; then firmly propoſe 
to yourſelves your buſineſs through the day, and fix- 
edly re/o/ve upon acting ſo; and accordingly proceed 
and falt to work. C154 

2. In the middle of all your buſineſs, or ſtudies, 
allow yourſelves ſome time of breathing, in order to 
reflect upon theſe two things, viz. What ye are, and 
what ye do; putting theſe frequently to yourſelves by 
way of query, thus: What am I? i. e. am ſure I 
am in favour with God? am I indeed regenerated ? 


am 1I ſpiritual in thought, affection, and deſign? 
And again; What do 1? i. e. am I employed as I 


ought to be? are my ends right? are the means I 
make uſe of lawful and proper? are my ſtudies, or 
my buſineſs, ſuch as I ought now to be occupied 
about? do I behave in all reſpects as one that is 
journeying towards the better country? 

3. In the evening ſleep not, before ye have ex- 
amined yourſelves, as to the actions and occurrences 
of the paſt day. But having ſpoken already to this 
duty, I ſhall only add here, that it will be of great 
uſe for you to examine yourſelves as to two things, 
by way of queſtion to yourſelves, thus: has bas 
God's providence been lo me this day! what have I ſeen 
or heard that deſerves ſpecial obſervation and im- 
provement? what mercies have J received? what 
troubles have I met with? what dangers have I eſca- 
ped ? did God aſſiſt me, or deſert me in my devo- 
tions and buſineſs? have 1 learned nothing new 
from his holy Word? did he ſeem to receive, or 


ſhut out my prayers? And again; What has my way 


been towaras God ? have I done ncthing to diſhonour 
him, 
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him, or to diſcredit my profeſſion ? have I acted ſo 
as to approve myſelf to my God, in thought and de- 
fign, as well as in word and action? wherein have [ 
failed in my duty? what have I done for religion? 
and what for my own good, or the good of others ? 
what have I done that I ought to beg the pardon 
of ? and what have I to praiſe God for ? | 
Now, my friends, I hope theſe three generals 
are eaſy, both to be remembered and practiſed. For 
as for the particular queſtions I have ſuggeſted, they 
are only propoſed to ſhew more fully the deſign of 
the general ones: and therefore every one may pick 
and chuſe, or vary from theſe, as his own circum- 
ſtances do require, and as his prudence will direct: 
I only deſire you then to remember the three heads 
_ themſelves, with relation to the morning, the day, 
and the evening, as they are comprehended in theſe 
three mnenomical words, propoſe, reflef?, and examine. 
And thus I have at length come to the end of 
that which I had to ſay to you upon. this great and 
practical head of improving time to the beſt advantage. 
Which I conclude with theſe few watch-words. 
Spend not your time ſo, as to be afterwards obliged 
bitterly to repent of what ye have done: ſpend no 
time on that which ye cannot review and look back 
upon with comfort : ſpend no time fo, as ye dare not 
play for a bleſſing from God upon what ye do: ſpend 
no time, without ſome reſpect to God's glory, or 
your own and others? good. And be ſure ſo to ſpend 
and improve your time, that your great work may 
be done before your life end; that when your few 
days are lived over, ye may joyfully enter in upon a 
happy eternity. 
Nov, having finiſhed all I had to ſay, by way 
of improvement of the Apocalyptical thoughts I 
have preſented you with; 1 defire ye may candidly 
interpret my deſign, and favourably conſtrue my per- 
formance, . And one thing I hope ye will remem- 
W P 2 - ber, 
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ber, that ſecing this diſcqurſe-is by way of epiſtle, I 
- have therefore uſed an epiſtolary freedom, both in 
what I have faid, and in the way of writing, not 
tying myſelf up to fo cloſe a method as in other dife 
courles, though I have not altogether neglected even 
that: but if I have failed in any reſpect, remember 
further, that I write to thoſe I look upon to be my 
true, good, and kind friends, Let therefore the 
name and ties of friendſhip plead for me, where ye 
may diſcern my infirmities, and induce you to paſs 4 
favourable ſentence upon my attempt to aſſiſt you in 
the way to heaven. 
And now, that I write to fuch dear friends, and 
have mentioned the ties of friendſhip, let me beg of 
you that ye would make it your buſineſs to live toge- 
ther as ſuch: for there is nothing Chriſt has injoined 
us more, than mutual love, in ſo much as he has 
made it the badge of our Chriſtianity, when he tells 


-_— 13: us, By {his ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if 
755, Epb, Ye lobe ane another. And therefore it was one great 
7 . end of his coming into the world, to introduce à di- 


vine and univerſal friendſhip among men. For as the 
devil promotes his kingdom in the world, by diſſen- 
tions, emulations, hatred and malice; ſo our bleſſed 
Maſter carries on his, by union, gentleneſs, peace- 

ableneſs, and univerſal kindneſs, love and charity. 
But beſides a general friendſhip, it would be of | 
great uſe to cultivate a peculiar one with one or more, 
whoſe diſpoſition is moſt agreeable to our'ss And 
ſeeing there is little of this now to be found in this 
ſelfiſh age, let me give you ſuch a deſcription of it, 
as may make you fall in love with it. And if this 
appear too flotid, remember that, as the ſubjeR it- 
ſelf is ſo, it is part of a youthful compoſure of mine, 
in a letter to a worthy friend, who had deſired my 
thoughts upon this head many years ago, True 
<* triendſhip is a divine and ſpiritual relation of minds, 
* an union of fouls, a I of hearts, and a har» 
5 4 „% mony 
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% mony of deſigns and affections: which being found- 
6% on 4 £n0Wn agreeableneſs, and entered into by a mu+ 
i* tual bearly conſent, groweth up tuto the pureſt kindneſs, 
* aud moſt endearing love ; maintaining itſelf by the 
** openeft freedom, the warmeft ſympathy, and the cloſeft 
* ſecrecy, And ſuch friends are as twins, every way 
* alike ; or like ſweer flowers, agreeing in beauty, 
„though perhaps differing in colour, like the roſe 
te and lily, the primroſe and violet, twiſted round one 
© another, and mixing both colours and ſmells. Or 
** they may be compared to two pleaſant rivulets 
ce flowing from one ſpring and fountain, though ſe- 
* parated perhaps by ſome unlucky rifing of the 
ground; yet meeting again in ſome Kind and 
* flowery mead, which they bleſs by their chearful 
and gentle meanders; and it may be thence ſepa- 
i rated again at ſome diſtance, where they glide 
0 along — murmuring now and then to ong 
another, and mutually complaining af che 
“ rude banks that obſtruct their joining; until at 
e length, having run their full courſe, and becoming 
« one ſtream, they pour themſelves forth into the 
# great ocean itſelf, and become one with it alſo. S0 
ff that, like the reſt of the bitter ſweets of this life, 
« friendſhip has it's ups and downs until it flow into 
te heaven, from whence it took it's riſe : which is the 
e conſummation of all divine friendſhips, and where 
«all true friends do at length happily meet, never 

„ | | 
And now, my friends, I ſhall conclude this long 
epiſtle in the words of a * famous doctor and father of 
the antient Church: Learn, O faithful and reli- 
% gious men, and carefully apprehend the deſign of 
te the goſpel polity. For which end, ſtudy to con- 
te quer fleſhly luſts, to be humble in heart, pure in 
« mind, 


begin thus: Made cu, o cg & „Ke. 
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mind, and maſters of your paſſions. If ye are cal- 


« led to ſuffer, act heroically, and do ſomething over 
« and above mere paſſiveneſs, for the honour of your 
« Lord. If ye are unjuſtly treated, evidence that ye 
* are not contentious ; if hated, love your ene mies; 
« if perſecuted, endure it; and if reviled, anſwer no 
*« man otherwiſe than by prayer and good wiſhes. 
« Die to fin, crucity your affections for God, and caſt 
« all your care upon your Lord and Maſter. That 
ie thus ye may at length reach the glorious place, 
* where millions of angels, and the glorious aſſem- 
« bly of the firſt-born are prailing God, and where 
« the holy apoſtles, prophets, patriarchs, martyrs, 
t and all the righteous are. To this bleſſed ſociety, 


« let us labour and pray to be joined, through Jeſus 


a _ our Lord. To whom be glory for — 
Now, that both ye and I may attain, through 


= to be thus happy, is and ſhall be the r 


ent, and conſtant prayer of, 


| beatz My tery dear Friends, 
Lades New. 1, Your's to love and ſerve you 
* Eng the 2 in the Goſpel of our Lord 
Nn and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


ROB. FLEMING. 


A POST- 
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A 


POST. SGA IT 


A ſhort Account of the Firſt Principles of the Apocalyptical 
Interpretations advanced in the preceding Diſcourſe. 


AW I had finiſhed the foregoing diſcourſe, 
and that all the ſheets were almoſt printed, I 
was earneſtly urged by a friend, to ſay ſomething to 
ſecure the foundation I go upon: eſpecially becauſe 
the learning of Grotius and Dr. Hammond had influ- 
enced many to follow another way of interpreting the 
Revelation, as the reputation of Mr. Baxter had 
ſwayed others to think well of the ſame. And when 
I urged that Dr. More, in his Myfery of Iniquity, and 
Dr. Creſſener, in his Demonſtration of the Firſt Principles 
of the Proteſiant Interpretations of the Apocalypſe, had 

done this ſufficĩently already; he replied, that theſe 
books were both voluminous and dark, and not eaſy 
to be purchaled by every one; and that therefore 
ſome ſhort account of this matter at this time ſeemed 
to be neceſſary. I urged many things againſt this, as 
that this advice came too late, and that ſhould I con- 
tract never ſo much, it would ſwell this part of my 
book too much, to keep a due proportion with the 
other diſcourſes, and indeed make the whole LK 
bulky. 


— --— —— — * * a 
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bulky. But after all, importunity and the reſpect I 
bore my friend, prevailed with me, to ſay ſomething 
to alt thofe things, that he thought I ovght to pre- 
miſe. Therefore not to ſpend any longer time, in 
giving the reaſons, why I did not ſpeak to theſe things 
before, in their proper place, or why I do ſo now; 
I ſhall give my thoughts of this. book and- the firſt 
principles of the right interpretation of it, in ſome 
propoſitions, which do gradually lay the foundation 


of what I advanced before, 


I. Propoſition. The Revelation was written by 
_ the te John, and is @ Sacred and Canonical 
Book of the New Teſtament. | 


I hope there is no Chriſtian that will diſpute 
the truth of this propoſition wich me. For, beſides 
that the ſtile of Fob» may be eaſily traced in this 
book, notwithſtanding the difference of the ſubject 
from that which he wrote of in his Goſpel and Epiſ= 


tles; he does frequently make mention of himſelf, 


and that with ſuch peculiar circumſtanees, as agree 
with none but the Apoſtle; as we fee chap. 1. verſe 

1, 2, 4, 9. See allo chap, 21. 2. and 22. 8. 

I F know indeed that ſome of the antients doubted 
of this, as Caius, a Latin father, mentioned by Euſe- 
bins, Hiſt. Lib. * Cap. 28. and Dionyſius of Alex- 
andrin, who made a great noiſe againſt it for a while, 
as we ſee in En/ebrus alſo, Hi. Lib. 7. Cap. 4. But 
yet even this man declares that he owns it to be a 
facred book, though not written by the Apoſtle 
John. Wherein he ſpeaks, what we muſt look upon 
to be altogether abſurd. For if St. John be not the 
author, it muſt be an impoſture, ſeeing his name is 
mferted in it, as being the penman. So that if it be 
not St. John's, it is no ſacred book. Or if it be a ſa- 
ered book, the author is none but the beloved Apoſ- 
tle, But the weaknefs and inconſiſtency of this de- 

| FO , nies 
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Denys his reaſons againſt this book, are ſufficiently 
though briefly expoſed by Monſieur Du Pin, both in 
his preliminary Diſſertation to his Biblioi heque des au- 
leurs Eccloſiaſtiques, and in his Hiftory of the Canon of 
the Books of Scripture. | | 
And if this were any argument againſt the divi- 
nity of this book, that ſome perſons have doubted of 
it, or denied it to be canonical, there is hardly one 
book in the New Teſtament that would ſtand the 
teſt: ſeeing we find in the antient Church-Hiſtory 
that there have been. not only particular men, but 
even ſects of them, that have excepted, ſome againſt 
one book, and ſome againſt others, And we know 
that the Epiſtles of James and Jude, and the ſecond 
and third Epiſtles of John, and that admirable Epiſ- 
tle to the Hebrews, have been controverted, as well 
as the Apocalypſe : of the authority of which neither 
Papiſt nor Proteſtant, Grecian nor Armenian Chriſtian, 
doubts at this day. | | 
And as all Chriſtians do now acquieſce in the 
Revelation, as a canonical book : ſo excepting thoſe 
I mentioned, and the hereticks called Alogians, all 
the eminent Fathers of the Church received it of old. 
So did Juſtin Martyr, Dialog. cum Tryph. Ireneus 
' lib. 4. cap. 37. and 50. and lib. 5. cap. 30. and 
apud Euſeb. lib. 5. cap. 8. Tertullian, adv. Marc. 
lib. 3. cap. 5. Clemens Alexandrinus, apud Euſeb. lib. 
3. cap. 23. Origen in Mat. and in Joh. and apud 
Euſeb. lib. 6. cap. 25. and Euſebius bimſelf, Hiſt. lib. 
4. Cap. 28. Nay, all the other fathers agree in this 
alſo, viz. Epipbanius, Viftorinus, Theophilus, Cyprian, 
Methodius, Ferom; and other authors quoted by Eu- 
ſebius, Epiphanius, and Ferom, viz. Melito, Hippoli- 
tus, Viclorinus, &c. 

But for my own part, were all theſe authorities 
wanting, there is that in this book itſelf, that would 
inforce me to own it as divine. For beſides the au- 
guſtneſs of it's ſtile, the wiſdom of it's contexture, 
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and the purity of it's deſign and counſels, there is 
8 that I want a name for, that commands 
my belief and veneration, and inſinuates itſelf into 
my affection and conſcience, as if Chriſt himſelf 
breathed ſomething divine in every line. But the 
clear view of the fulfilling of the ſeveral parts of it's 
rophecy, is an argument that even ſeveral other 
E ol the New Teſtament want. | 


II. Propoſition. The Book of the Revelation of | 
2 was written after the deſtrumt jon of Jeru- 
em. | 


+ | The notion of Gre/ius, upon which his inter- 

pretation of the Apocalygſe is tounded, is this; That 
the Seven Kings or Heads of the Beaſt, mentioned Rev. 
17. 10, are not to be underſtood of {even ſeveral forms 
of government, but of even particular emperors, Vit. 
Claudius, Nero, Galba, Otho, Vitellius, Veſpaſian. and 
Titus, and that Domitian is the eighth, who was of the 
ſeventh; becauſe, as he pretends, he governed during 
his father's abſence. 

The foundation which he lays, for the probation 
of this, is that Jobs was baniſhed into Patmes, in the 
reign of Claudius: but that though he faw his viſions 
then, he did not write them till /2/paſian's time. For 
he muſt make this 4% ſuppyition, as well as the firft, 
Elſe his notion would be condemned immediately, 
ſeeing it is ſaid, that fe of the/e kings were fallen, 

Rev. 17. to, that is, ſays be and Hammond, when he 
wrote, not when he ſate theſe viſions. But how falſe 
this is, any body may ſee with half an eye; ſeeing 
theſe words are not Job's but the Angel 's to him. 
And therefore the defenders of this opinion muſt | 
out five emperors that were fallen before Claudius, if 
they will reſtrict theſe Heads of the Beaſt to parti- 
cular men: for if the angel ſpake theſe words to 
Juobn in the days of Claudius, they muſt relate to 

them that went before, or to none. 6:4 

This 
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This is enough to deſtroy this notion of their's, 
and I know not how it is poſſible for any of their ad- 
mirers to ſalve their credit this way. But ſeeing the 

rincipal thing they found upon, is this, that 7oby 
aw the Apocalyptical viſions in the days of Claudius, 
and that fo all, or at leaſt moſt of the Revelation re- 
lates to things that fell out before the defirut7ion of 
 Feruſalem ; I ſhall ſay ſomething further to diſprove . 
this affertion, and to confirm the verity of our 
propoſition. 
Now there are only two things adduced by Gro- 
tins and Hammond to prove, that Jobn was in Patmos 
in Claudius his reign: the 1/f is, that Claudius raiſed 
a perſecution againſt both eres and Chriſtians, and 
that being the firſt perſecutor, it is probable that 
Jobn was baniſhed at that time. The ſecond is, that 
Epiphanius does expreſily aſſert, that it was by Clau- 
dius that John was baniſhed to Paimos. | | 
As to the / of theſe, it is nothing but a ſuppo- 
ſition, without any proof; for we have no account, 
either in the Acts of the Apoſtles, or in any other 
writer, that Claudius did ever perſecute either cus or 
Chriſtians, And La#aniius de Mort. Pex/. does ex- 
preſsly aſſert, that no Emperor did perſecute the Chriſ- 
tians before Nero. It is true, Suetonins lays, Claudius 
Judæos impulſore Chreſis tumuliuantes Roma expulit. And 
Luke tells us, that Claudius baniſhed the cus from 
Rome, which occaſioned Aguila and Priſcilla, and other 
Chriſtian Jews, to retire from Rome: but neither 
of them ſay that he perſecuted the Chriſtians, or even 
the Jews. Now, as for the expreſſion of Suetonins, 
impulſore Chrefto, or Chrifie, the meaning muſt be this, 
that the Fezws that did not believe, going about to 
ſtir up the government at Rome, as they did eve 
where elſe (as is plain from the Book of the Acts 
againſt the Chriltians, and appearing againſt them in 
a tumultuous manner, upon {he occaſion of Chriſt ; 
complaints might probably be brought to the Em- 

WE nar _ peror, 
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ror, who no doubt, upon this account, baniſhed 


all of that nation from Rome: ſo that Suetonins having 


a confuſed notion of Chriſt, might eaſily be induced 
to expreſs himſelf this way. And now that this was 


all that Claudius did againſt the Chriſtians; is plain to 


me from one argument that has eſcaped Dr. More, 
but is to me unanſwerable, taken from the 18/h 
chapter of the Acts; where, after the ſacred hiſtorian 
had taken notice of Claudius his baniſhing the Zerws 
out of Rome, and of Aquila and Priſcilla's being late- 
ly come upon that account from 7/aly to Corinth ; he 
tells us of Paul's s lodging with them, becauſe he was 
of the ſame occupation, But being preſſed in ſpirit, 

to preach. Chriſt, upon the coming of Sas and Ti- 
mothy from Macedonia, he goes into their Synagogue, 
and reaſons with the Jews and proſelytes there, up- 
on this head: and having converted ſome, particu- 
larly Criſpus, the chief ruler of the Synagogue, and 
Fuftus, in whoſe houſe he afterwards diſputed; Cri/pus 
no doubt being thrown out of his office, and Soſibe nes 

ut in his ſtead, and Paul continuing to preach in 

2 his houſe, which Joined to the Synagogue; the 
Fews are incenſed to ſuch a degree, as to riſe tumul- 
tuouſly againſt Paul. Softbenes therefore the new chief 
ruler of the Synagogue, and the reſt of the unbe- 
lieving Jews, make an inſurrection, and ſeize upon 
Paul, and carry him to the Judgment-Seat, before 
the Proconſul Gallio, that excellent Roman, the elder 
brother of Seneca. He tells the Jes, that if Paul, 

or any other man, were guilty of what was leud, 
ric ked, or unjuſt, that in that caſe he was obliged to 
puniſh ſuch perſons according as the Roman law and 


Juſtice did require. But ſeeing they accuſed Paul of 


nothing of that kind, but only of d:&@rinal matters, 
relating to their own /aw and religion, he had nothing 
to do with them; and therefore he drove them all 


away, and ſet Paul at liberty, which made the Gen- 


liles fall upon Seſlbenes, the chief author of this tumult, 
| 1 and 


* 
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and beat him before the Judgment-Seat; which Gal- 
lio permitted to be done and connived at, either as 
judging that he did deſerve to be ſo treated, or as 
ſuppoſing it might prevent the Jews from acting ſo 
factiouſly and tumultuouſly again. Now, after this 


ſhort, but exact account of this hiſtory, it will be 


eaſy to ſee how precarious and groundleſs, nay falſe, 
Grotius's opinion is, of a perſecution being raiſed 
againſt tos and Chriſtians, in the days of Claudius. 
For if there had been any ſuch thing, or any edict 
for it, how came Gallio to tolerate a public Synagogue 
of the es, and ſuffer Paul to preach openly? or, 
if the Chriſtians. were only ordered to be perſecuted, 
why did not the Fews uſe this, as the reaſon of their 
accuſing Paul, who to be ſure wanted not a good- 
will to have done ſo, and were not ignorant that this 
would have been the main argument to prevail with 
the Proconſul ?' And had there been any ſuch edict, 
can we imagine that Gais was ignorant of it? for ſo 
he muſt have been, ſeeing he tells the Jes, that he 
had no orders to puniſh any *man for his religion or 
ſentiments that way, but only thoſe that were guilty 
of wickedneſs or lewdnefs in life. If any ſay, that 
his temper was /o care for none of theſe things ? I an- 
ſwer, this expreſſion may indeed denote his temper; 
but I ſuppoſe it ſpeaks, forth not only that, but his 
principle and ſentiment, as judging it unrighteous 
to perſecute, or puniſh any man for mere opinion. 
Bur, whatever this had been, had there been any 


» edict for perſecuting the Chriſtians or Ferws, he durſt 


not have neglected his orders, eſpecially when the 
edict muſt have been ſo recent, and when he had 
what might have paſt for a juſt reaſon of his puniſh- 
ing both the party accuſing, and the party accuſed, 
v12. their diſturbing (as he might have repreſented 
it) of the public peace. But indeed it is too plain to 


need any further proof, that Claudius his baniſhing 


the cus out of Rome, was accompayid with no 
| perſecution, 
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perſecution, either againſt them or againſt the Chriſ- 
tians. And this Dr. Hammond confirms, by what 
he fays in his annotations on the 31½ verſe of the 26/þ 
chapter of the 4s, forgetting, that this way he de- 
ſtroys his own foundation of interpreting the Revela- 
tion: where, upon theſe words of Luke, that Agrippa, 
Feftus, and Berenice, and the reſt of the company, 
after they had heard Paul's defence, did conclude, 
that he had done nothing that deſerved either death 
or impriſonment; the doctor obſerves, that the rea- 
ſon why they did conclude ſo was, becaule there had 
been as yet no edict emitted againſt the Chriſtians, 
by any of the emperors: and this was the reaſon alſo, 
ſays he, why Gallio, the Proconſul of Achai, ſaid 
publickly, that it was not for him to judge of things 
that the Roman laws had determined nothing about: 
for, continues the doctor, though Claudius had com- 
manded the ros to leave 1taly, by which the Chriſ- 
tian Jews were forced to go away allo, not as they 
were Chriſtians, but becauſe they were Fews; yet 
there was yet no law made againſt Chriſtians, as ſuch, 
at this time. It is true, he ſays, that Fobn was not 
only baniſhed, as Aquila and Priſcilla were, but con- 
fined in the Iſle of Pa/mos. But he ſhould have given 
the reaſon, why John was the only perſon perſecuted : 
however I ſhall examine this aſſertion, and the reaſon 
that the doctor givesfor it in other places of his anno- 
tat ions. | | 

Me come therefore now, in the 2d place, to 
conſider the /effimony of Epipbanius, upon wholſe- 
credit alone Grotius and Hammond believe that Fobu 
was in Patmos, in Claudiuss time. And here by the 
way, I cannot forbear to obſerve the ſtrange miſtake 
of Dr. Ligbſoot, who agrees in the main with theſe 
learned men, in interpreting the Revelation, in rela- 
tion to the Jews before the deſtruction of Feruſalem, 
and therefore makes John to ſee theſe Viſions long 
before that; but has this peculiar to himſelf, that he 
£ : | imagines 
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imagines Jobn was not baniſhed there, but went thi- 
ther voluntarily to preach the goſpel to the inhabi- 
tants; whereas John himſelf doth expreſsly tell us, 
that he was there as a ſufferer and witneſs for Chriſt, 
chap. I. v. 9. J John, who alſo am your brother and 
companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience 
of Feſns Chrift, was in the Iſie that is called Patmos, for 
the word of God, and for the teſtimony of Feſus Chriſt: 
So that as this refutes Dr. Lightfoot, and confirms 
what Grotius and Hammond agree in, that Fobn was 
not in Patmos as a traveller, but as a priſoner and 
ſufferer; ſo it is enough to refute even them alſo: 
for the words do plainly inſinuate, that Jobn was not 
the only perſecuted man at this time, but that there 
was then a perſecution raiſed againſt all Chriſtians in 
general; and therefore we may be affured that he was 
not in that ifland in the days of Claudius, in whoſe 
time we have proved there was no perſecution. | 
But to return: Epipbanius | indeed, That 
John fam his Viſions in Patmos, in the reign of Clau- 
dius. Hereſ. 5 1. Sect. 12 and 33. But can his fin- 
gle authority weigh down all antiquity, that ſays the 
contrary ? ſhall we believe him rather than Jrencus, 
who lived two hundred years before him, and was 
the ſcholar of Polycarp, the ſcholar of Fob: himſelf? 
Now what can be plainer than the words of Ireneus, 
lib. 5. cap. 30. as they are preſerved in the original 
by Euſebius, lib. 5. cap. 8. Hiſt. Eccl. E: yay ede, 
avaQzvSov H vy i KvQUTIESANL TO OHH RUT'2, Ot ExELVE RY Ep 
. Ts ua T Anohuday eugeucT@»* ds, Ye wen moe xgove 
Ewgeey, ch dN em TVS Hr YEVERS, Tpeg r Tc Te 
dopurriavs aps That is, if bis name (vis. that of 
Antichriſt, or the Beaſt) bad been openly to be divulged 
at this lime, it would no doubt have been told by him that 
ſaw the Apocalyptical Vijjons : for it is not a long lime 
Jince he ſaw theſe, but even in ſome ſenſe, in our own 
time, viz. towards the end of the reign of Domitian. 
And that Jreneus had juſt reaſon to ſay, that Fobn's 


4 ſeeing 
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ſeeing the Revelation, was almoſt in his own time, or 
within the memory of the men of that generation, if 
not his own alſo, is plain from chronology :, for he 
being the ſcholar of Polycarp, who was martyred i in 
the year of Chriſt 167, and being himſelf put to 
death in the year 202, if we ſuppoſe that he wrote 
this but ten or twelve years before his death, yet he 
might juſtly ſay, that chere was but about an age's 
difference from his time, and that wherein Jobn ſaw 
the Revelation: for if Fobu was in Palmos towards the 
end of Domilian's reign, it could not be ſooner, in any 


propriaty of ſpeech, than the year go, ſeeing he began 


his government An. 81, and died 96. And who can 


doubt but Jreneus does deliver here, what his maſter 


Polycarp had told him? for as none knew the hiſtory 


Euſeb. 
Eecl. Hiſt. 
I. 3. © 23. 


of Jahn better than that worthy perſon, ſo none had 
better opportunity to know what related to this mat- 
ter than /reneus, by reaſon of his long and intimate 
acquaintance with him. This ſeemed a foundation 
ſure enough of old to Euſebius: and if ſome men had 
not ſome private ends to promote, by oppoſing it, 
might be a ſufficienc foundation to all men flill. Let 
us therefore hear what this learned hiſtorian ſays on 
this head: “ In thoſe days, ſays Euſebius (viz. in the 


te days of Cerdo, Ignalius, and Simeon, of whom he had 


ec been ſpeaking) he apoſtle John, the beloved diſciple, 
0 7was yet alive, inſpecting the churches of A/ia, 
« having returned after Domz{ian's death from the 
ce iſland, whither he had been : baniſhed. Now 


« that John was then alive, it is enough to adduce the 


ce teſtimony of two perſons of great authority, who 


« are worthy of all belicf, and were ever eminent for 


« defending the truth, I mean, Ireneus, and Clemens 
ce Alexandrints; the firſt of whom, in his ſecond book 


*apainſt hereſies, ſpeaks thus: All the Preſbyters, 


« /ays Ireneus, tho lived familtarly with the apoſtle. 


10 John in Aſia, do aſſure us, that they had thts lee a 
bot to them n John bim if; for be lived with ther 


EVER 
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te even unto the limes of Trajan. In his third book 
te alſo, Irenæus gives us the fame account, in theſe 
* words; The church of Epheſus alſo, which was 
* founded by the apoſile Paul, and was afterwards under 
Ihe care of the apoſile John, until Trajan's time, is an 
e eminent witneſs of what was delivered to us by the 
* apoſtles. And beſides him, Clemens likewiſe, ſays 
© Euſebins, does not only take notice of the fame time, 
* bur gives a particular ſtory relating to him, in that 
*« book of his, which bears this title; what r:ch wan 
te can be ſaved?” And then Euſebius recites the ſtory 
at length, which were too long to inſert here. | 
Now if Fob» lived to the days of Trajan, he muſt 
have been a prodigiouſly old man, according to Epi- 
2 who ſays he was go years of age in Claudius 
is time. For giving him all the allowance that can 
be deſired, viz. that John was fo old in the laſt year 
of Claudius, and that he died in-the firſt year of 
Trajan, he muſt have been 134 years old at leaſt when 
he died; ſeeing Claudins died, A. C. 54, and Trajan 
did not begin to reign until the year 98, though 
others ſay, with more probability, not until A. C. 
100. Now, beſides that it is not caſy to believe, 
that ſo thoughtful and laborious a man ſhould live 
ſo long, the improbability of what Epipbanius ſays, 
appears further from this; that if in the year 54 
from Chriſt's birth John was 90 years of age, he muſt 
have been 36 elder than Chriſt. And if fo, it ſeems 
very odd, that Chriſt ſhould ſay to him, from the 
croſs, Man, behold thy mother, and to Mary, woman, 
behold thy ſon. For as this ſeems to ſay, that he was 
at leaſt as young as Chriſt, this account makes him 
an old man of near 70 years of age at that time. 
Which as it muſt ſuppoſe Mary to be a very aged 
perſon of between 80 and go at leaſt, fo it contradicts 
E the conſtant and unanimous tradition of the Church, 
| which ſuppoſes him to be very young at that time. | 
' Whence Baronius ſays, _ he was but 25 years Fn. 


- 


Lib. 14. 
Obſer. 
cap. 21. 
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And Nicephorus relates, out of an epiſtle of Evedrus 
Biſhop of Anlioch, that the virgin herſelf was not then 
50; ſeeing Chriſt as he aſſerts, was born when ſhe 
was but 15 years old. 

Whence it appears, how little we ought to truſt 
Epiphanius, in oppoſition to all antiquity beſides. 
Which made Dru/us ſay, ſcimus omnes Epiphanium in 
- multis graviter ballucinalum. And upon the ſame 
account Petavius ſcruples not to correct him: for 
where he has it 7mperanie Claudio, he writes this ſhort 
note in the margin, mendyſe pro Domitiano. 

But the truth is, though I am not willing to de- 


tract from this author's credit, yet | ſuſpect it was not 
ſo much an error of judgment as of will, or that which 


ſome call a pia fraus, that made him deſert the tra- 
dition of the church in this matter. For his telling 
us this ſtory is upon the occaſion of an objection of 
the Monlaniſis againſt the Apocalypſe, taken from 
this ſuppoſition, that there was no church in Thya- 
tira, when Jobn 'writ the Revelation: which it ſeems, 
he thought would ſerve another turn, if he inverted 


it, by telling them that Feb» ſaid ſo only by way of 


prophecy. Whence he procceds to prove the verity 
and divinity of the book; and therefore thought his 
argument would be the more cogent, the further he 


run up the date of the Revelation and Fobn's being in 


Patmos. But as this was a poor as well as unlawful 
ſhift, ſo I ſhall leave him and his authority borh, to 


| thoſe that have more time and leiſure to conſider them 


further. 
For to me there is proof enough from the Re- 


velation itſelf, to aſſure us, that it was written in 


Damilian's time. For it is plain not only from cb. 1. 
verſe 9, which I touched upon before, but from the 
ſtrain of all the ſeven epiſiles which John writes to 
the churches of A//a, that at the time of his being in 
Paimos or rather before, there had been a ſevere per- 
ſecution upon them. Therefore he tells the Church 
of Epheſus, that ſhe had /aboured and endured, and had 


not 
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not fainied under the troubles that had come upon her, 
chap. 2. ver. 2. And ſo the Chriſtians of Smyrna are 
told of their /ribulation, and exhorted not to fear in- 
priſonment or any other thing that ihey ſhould ſuffer, v. 9, 
10. This being added, that they muſt expect /ribu- 
lation for len days: which by the way is no inconſi- 
derable hint; ſeeing the perſecution of Domitian, 
from the firſt beginning of it, laſted about en years, 
which in the dialect of St, hn are called days. I 
might mention many other things, but this is plain, 
that the Church was under perſecution every where 
at that time, if it were only from theſe and the like 
expreſſions, be thou faithful unto the death,; and to him 
that overcometh wil! I do ſo and fo. And beſides all 
theſe things, mention is made of an eminent martyr 
of the church of Pergamus, chap. 2. ver. 13, whoſe 
name was Aniipas. For the apoſtle John, or rather 
Chrift, is ſo expreſs in relating this, that we may de- 
ny any thing in the Bible, if we deny this matter of 
fact. I am not concerned here with the allegories 
ſome fanciful men make upon this name, when they 
tell us that it ſignifies as much as an/ipater or anti- 
papa: nor have I any thing to do with the ſtories that 
later authors tell us of him, as of his being Biſbop of 
Pergamus, and of his being burnt in a brazen bull, 
with other circumſtantial matters relating to his 
perſon or death. Let Aretha therefore, Metapbraſtes, 
Cedrenus, Pererius, Surius, Baronius, Cornelius a La- 
fide, and a thouſand more be ſuppoſed to miſtake in 
their relating this ſtory: yet no man ſhall ever make 
me diſbelieve what St. John ſays of this matter. And 
I muſt have further proof, than ever I expect to re- 
ceive, before I can believe that all theſe authors are 
miſtaken, as to the foundation of their relation; 
when they unanimouſly tell us, that this mar/yr ſuf- 
fered in the reign of Domilian. 
And now | ſuppoſe I have ſaid enough to prove 
that 7obn was not in Palmos before the reign of Domi- 
R 2 tian, 
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tian. And if fo, the foundation of Grotius and his 
followers falls to the ground. So that theſe Corollaries 
muſt naturally follow from what has been ſaid, and 
remain as certain truths, | 


1 Corol. The viſions of the Apocalypſe, relate nei- 
ther to the Romiſh nor Jewiſh ale, before the 
defiruttion of Jerulalem by Titus. - 

2 Corol. The Revelation relates to the Church and 
her adverſaries, as to thoſe things that were to fall 
out after the everſion of the Jewiſh fate. 


Now before I proceed, I muſt deſire the reader 
to obſerve the diſtribution, which Chriſt himſelf 


| makes of the ſubjects treated of in this book, ch. I. 


v. 19, when he commands John ſaying, T ex@uv. & erdegy 
MeL & eic, HA A PENREL (AVER PETR rar; 1. e. Write the 


things which thou baſ# ſeen, and the things which are, 


and the things which ſhall be hereafter, Where it is 


plain three things are diſtinguiſhed. 1. The things 


which John bad /een, viz. the emblems, figures or 
hierogly phical repreſentations, that had been objected 
to his eyes or imagination, from v. 12. to v. 19. 
Then 2. The things which were exiſtent and in being 
at the lime when John was in Patmos, viz. the 
churches planted by the Apoſtles, particularly the 
ſeven Aſiatick ones, to which Fohn had a peculiar 
relation, and to which he was ordered to direct ſeven 
Epiſtles. And then 3. The things which were to fall 
out bereafler, viz The prophetical part of the book 
beginning with the 4th chapter ; as is plain from the 


I/ verſe thereof. Where after Jahn had written what 


related to both the former heads; he tells us, that he 
heard a voice, like the voice of a trumpet, talking with 
him, and commanding him now to begin and write 
the things which he was lo ſhew him and repreſent lo him 
emblemat ically, which were to be METH rauræ, afier the 
expiration of the other things mentioned before, which 

995 were 
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were ſaid then to exiſt, viz. the then preſent circum- 
ances of the Afalic churches. | 
So that this is a ſufficient anſwer to thoſe that 
object, that this book cannot be ſuppoſed to contain 
a prophecy of the ſtate of the Church for any long 
time, ſeeing it is (aid, that the things propheſied of in 
the Revelalion muſt ſhortly come to paſs, chap. I. v. 1. 
For ſeeing we have a double explication of this ex- 
preſſion, viz. chap. 1. v. 19. and Chap. 4. v. 1. I 
aſk, whether we are to ſtick ſo to the letter of the 
firſt ſhort propoſition, as to reject the explication 
given of it in the following places? It was very pro- 
per indeed, when ſome things in this book did con- 
cern the then preſent ſtate ot the church, and ſome 
other things that did relate to the future condition of 
it: to ſay, as in chap. I. v. 1. that the prophecy 
related to things that were ſhortly. to came to pals: 
becauſe not only were thoſe things to be ſoon ful- 
filled that concerned the churches of A/ at that time; 
but the other things were then alſo to enter upon 
their begun accompliſhment. But that we might 
not imagine that the whole of this book was to be 
accompliſhed ſhortly, we are told, ch. I. v. 19. and 
Cb. 4. v. 1. that what related to future time, was to 
be accompliſhed and fall out afterwards. And that 
accordingly we might ſee the full extent of this pro- 
phecy, we are led down from ſcene to ſcene, till we 
are brought to the end and conſummation of all 
things at laſt. And now ſeeing we have proved that 
this book was written after the deſtruction of Feriſa- 
lem, we rauſt deſire our antagoniſts to find out ſome- 
thing elſe, to which they can accommodate all the 
figures of the Revelation, before we quit our interpre- 
tation, merely becauſe they diſlike 1t, though they 
can offer us nothing in the room of the ſame. So 
that until they be able to enlighten our minds, with 
another ſcheme than that of Grotius, which we have 
ſufficiently, though briefly, refuted : I muſt be bold 
ro 
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to lay down this furtber Corollary, which is the ſame 
with our i, poſtulalum in the preceding diſcourſe. 


3 Corol. That the Revelation contains the ſeries of 
all the remarkable Events and Changes of the 
Slate of the: Chriſtian Oey to the End of the 

World. 


And the ſame diſtribution of this book, into the 
three parts I have mentioned, lays a ſufhcient foun- 
-dation for another propoſition alto, 


III. Propofition. The Seven Epiſtles directed 
to as many Churches .in the Leſſer Aſia, do not im- 
mediately relate to the Chriſtian Church in gene- 
ral, and therefore cannot be interpreted propheli- 
cally, in any proper ſenſe, as if they did denote fo 
many periods of time in relation 10 it, 


I might demonſtrate this, were it needſul. But 
| ſeeing it makes nothing for my deſign, which way 
ſoever men underſtand it, I ſhall ſay nothing to it 
now; eſpecially becauſe the learned Milſius, my 
profeſſor and maſter formerly, has ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrated what J aſſert in this propoſition, in his Di- 
alribe de ſeptem Epiſtolarum Apocalypticarum ſenſu Hiſ- 
torico & Prophetico, publiſhed in his Miſcellanea Sacra. 

And neither have I time to prove other propoſi- 
tions, that might appear more neceſſary : only ſeeing 
the Key of interpreting the Apocalypſe, which the 
Angel gives John, cbap. 17. is lo very plain, I cannot 
but build another propoſition upon it. 


IV. Prop. Babylon the great, or the Apocalyptical 
Beaſt, taken in a general ſenſe, as it is repre- 
ſented, with it's ſeven Heads, and ten Horns, is 
no ol ber than an emblem of the Roman Empire. 

| | For 
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For beſides that Dr. Creſſener, and others, have 
proved this, the text itſelf is demonſtration enough 
to all thoſe that will be at pains, attentively and im- 
partially, to confider it. Fot ſeeing the Angel does 
expreſsly ſay, that by this was meant /he ſeven-bill'd 
cily, ver. 9. and tbe city that then did reign over the 
Kings of the earth, ver. 18. I cannot imagine what he 
could have ſaid more plainly upon this head. 

But ſeeing he repreſents the Empire, under the 
peculiar conſideration, of it's being gov:rned by a 
woman, who is called the great H hore, or Adullereſs : 
therefore this lays a foundation for another propoſi- 
tion, 


V. Prop. The Seven-beaded Beaſt, more eſpecially 
conſidered, as it is repreſented as rid upon by the 
I hore, doth repreſent Rome to us as it is under 
the Ecclefiaſtical Government of the Papacy, or 
Apoſiate Church of Rome. 


This the Angel does ſufficiently infinuate, chap. 
17. ver. S. when he ſays, The Beaſt which thou ſaweſt, 
was, and yet is not at ibis time; i. e. The Beaſt which 
thou ſaweſt, is indeed the ſame Roman Empire which 
was before, and was repreſented to thee,” chap. 13. 
v. 1. But 7 is not yet, in another ſenſe, viz. as now 
thou beholdeſt it under the rule of a Whore, or the 
Apoſtate Church of Rome. For this laſt Eccleſiaſtical 
Form of Government is not yet come, but it is to, 
come (when it ariſeth) out of the bottomleſs pit, in order, 
to go thitber again, into endleſs pergition. 

And if this be once granted, then that will natu- 
rally follow, which I am to repreſent as another pro- 
poſition. 


VI. Prop. The ſeven Kings, repreſented by the ſeven - 
Heads of the Beaſt are no other than the ſeven . 
Forms 
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Forms of Supreme Government, that did fuccej- 
ſively obtain among the Romans. | 


This the Angel doth likewiſe ſufficiently inſinu- 
ate, ver. 10, which can never be underſtood of par- 
ticular Emperors, at leaſt not of thoſe Grolius fixed 
upon, whoſe opinion this way we have already refu- 
ted. And therefore ſeeing five of the Forms of the 
Roman Government, were fallen in Jobu's time, viz. 
Kings, Conſuls, Dictalors, Decemvirs, and Military Tri- 
bunes, (as Tacilus reckons them, Annal. lib; 1. ſect. 1,) 
and ſeeing the Imperial authority was that which was 
in being then, we have no reaſon to quit ſo plain and 
exact an interpretation. until more be ſaid againſt i it, 
than ever has been yet produced to the world. 
And were it not that I am confined ſo much 
now, both as to time, and leſt this Poſtſcript ſhould 
ſwell to an enormovs bulk, I ſhould not fear to at- 
tempt the demonſtration of theſe laſt propoſitions, 
and to proceed to others that would lay a further and 
more ſtrong foundation ſtill, of that method of inter- 
preting the Revelation, which the generality of Pro- 
teſtants are agreed in. Bur 1 hope I have ſaid enough 
for this place, to ſecure the principles I go upon, by 
which the things which I propoſed at firſt as pu 
are, I think, ſufficiently proved. And ſeeing my 
principal defign i in writing this Poſtſcript, was to re- 
fute the hypotheſis that Groztus and Hammond go up- 


on: I leave it to the candid and impartial thoughts 


of the reader, whether 1 have not ſaid enough to 
prove it to be altogether precarious. 

And now ſeeing every one muſt ſee how much I 
have been ſtraitened, both as to time and paper, in 
this Poſtſcript, I hope the reader will paſs the more 
favourable conſtruction on what defects he may ob- 
ſerve in my performance, either as to matter, method, 
or the calculations of time, which I have run upon; 


in which if there be any thing obſcure or confuſed, 
I = the 


- 


RISE AND, FALL or \PAPACY, 3 


the ſtudy of brevity and diſpatch has occaſioned it. 
But fince I have advanced nothing, in relation to, fu- 
ture time, but by way of conjefure, nor indeed aſ- 
ſerted any thing (in re lation to that part of the pro- 
22 which is fulfilled) dogmatically and poſitively, 
but only propoſed my thoughts, after the manner of 
a rational probability ; I ſuppoſe no man will think it 
worth his while to make a noiſe about little miſtakes, 
that perhaps I may have been guilty of, through haſte 
or inadvertency. But if any perſon ſhall take occa- 
ſion, from what I have ſaid, to ſtudy the Apocalyp/e 
to better advantage than I have attained to do, and 
ſhall give the world a better built, and more clearly con- 
nefied ſcheme of the Viſions of this book ; I aſſure him, 
that none ſhall more rejoice in ſuch a performance 
than I, and I ſhall be one of the firſt to return him 
thanks for refuting me. For zruth is all IT ſeek after, 
and that it may ever, and in all reſpecss prevail, is, and. 
ſhall be my conſtant prayer and fludy. - 


ee „„ 

8 In addition to what Mr. Fleming has ſaid rela- 
ttlve to the number of the Beaft, which is alſo faid 
to be the number of a Man, the Editor begs leave to. 
remark, as a very ſingular circumſtance, that the title 
Vitcarius Filir Dei, which the Popes of Rome have 
aſſumed to themſelves, and cauſed to be inſcribed 
over the door of the Vatican, exactly makes the num- 
ber 666, when decyphered according to the numeral 

| lignification of it it's conſtituent letters. Thus, 


VI cAR IVS rl D E l. 


DI ee I 50 11 500 I 
Added together thus: 
R 

„ 
C — 100 
RO" 0" 
R — © 
1. 1 
1 
8s — 0 
F — 0 
1 
I — 30 
1 — 1 
1 — 1 
D — 500 
1 — 1 


The number of the Beaſt 666 $4 hs 
"V1 | — N. B. 


8 


— ; — | = 
N B. To thoſe Subſcribers 3 have ſent in 
their Names to the Publiſher, will be given, 


as an Accompaniment, the remarkable Pre- 
dictions of the learned and excellent Arch- 
biſhop Uſher, late Lord Primate of Ireland. 


